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Introduction
In the recent years the border municipalities of Strandzha and Sakar have been involved in
various cultural tourism projects - through the socialization and popularization of cultural and
historical monuments, with the idea of turning them into cultural and historical attractions.
What makes the impression that so far these ideas and steps have not produced enough good
results. This, in our opinion, is mainly due to the fact that each municipality develops
individual tourist products and routes, which are isolated from a common strategy and
concept that includes the entire territory of Strandzha and Sakar. The global and European
practice of cultural tourism clearly shows that larger tourist products need to be created that
include a group of monuments rather than a separate monument (of course, if not significant)
about which to create a tourism network and a common strategy for their promotion.
Recently, this has been proved in the territory of Strandzha and Sakar where some
monuments were restored, which despite their attractiveness remained outside the interests of
tour operators, and these companies are the main capacity for organized tourism - developed
tourism is expected to generate jobs linked with tourism.
Good examples in this regard are in the Republic of Greece and the Republic of Turkey, where
tied tourist products are built, engaging tourist interest over a long period of time. This
engagement, in turn, enables around these tourist attractions to develop a wider tourist industry bed base, restaurant and other tourist services. Examples include destinations such as: ancient
Phrygia, ancient Lycia, the rocky towns of Cappadocia and many others. Namely they are
advertised as complete tourist products, which include groups of thematically related tourist
sites.
For the creation of no less attractive tourist products in the region of Strandzha and Sakar, a
common strategy for cultural tourism should be created. It is the creation of such a strategy and
is the main objective of the project "CB005.1.22.166" Development of common cultural tourism
destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz) / Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects "
At the heart of the development of the strategy is the creation of a classifier of archaeological
and historical sites, allowing them to be arranged in a scientific perspective and significance. In
order to do this, it is necessary to develop criteria for classification - identical for both countries
(Bulgarian and Turkish), based on objective and verifiable indicators, including the
attractiveness of the site; the nature of the monument, the age, the preservation of the site, the
proximity to the infrastructure, the degree of exploration of the site, etc.
This document is a report on the implementation of Stage 1 of the project and contains a full
description of the selected criteria together with a justification for their choice as well as a
structured description of some of the most significant archaeological sites according to the
selected criteria. The descriptions of the sites are divided into four groups according to their
periodization: Megalithic culture, Thracian culture, Antiquity and the Middle Ages.
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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The collection and preparation of materials for the significant archaeological sites documented in
this report was made after processing of the relevant scientific literature kept in a library of the
National Archaeological Institute with a museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences as well
as scientifically popular literature and archival materials, preserved in the Ethnographic and
Archaeological Museum, the town of Elhovo, the Municipal Historical Museum, the town of
Tsarevo, the Historical Museum, the town of Malko Tarnovo, the Regional History Museum in
the town of Yambol and the Municipal History Museum Town Sredets.

Criteria for classification
1. Name of the object
The following criteria will be used when selecting an object name:
 In cases where we have scientific publications and the object is promulgated, the
name under which it is mentioned in the scientific literature will be used. If the object
has other known names, they will also be referenced in quotation marks, parentheses,
and so on.
 In cases where we have no scientific publications in which the object is mentioned, it
will appear with the name it is best known to the local population. The other names of
the site will be used if provided they exist.
2. Numbering of the object
Each object will be given a consecutive number in the total numbering of the objects. The
number will consist of letters and numbers, starting with BG (for Bulgaria) or TR (for
Turkey) followed by figures starting from 01, 02, etc. The number is completed with a Latin
letter meaning the area where the monument is located - for Haskovo - H; for Yambol Y for
Burgas – В
The numerical numbering will be common to all three areas included in the project but will
be separate for the Turkish side.
Example: BG 01 Н
3. Administrative affiliation
 Country - since the project is between two countries, it is imperative to separate the sites
by mentioning in the territory of which country they are located.
 District – indicated in the territory of the site: for Bulgaria it is Burgas, Yambol or
Haskovo
 Municipality – indicate in the territory of which municipality the site is located
 Land – it is mentioned in the area of which village (town) is located the site, mentioning
the old name of the village, because many of the objects are related to their old names
4. Location
 Locality – if there is information about the name of the area where the site is located. If
the area is known by more than one name, the other names are mentioned.
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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Coordinates – for sites with an area of up to 1 decare, coordinates are taken in the centre
of the occupied area; in larger sites (with an area of more than 1 decare), more
coordinates are indicated in order to more accurately locate the area occupied by the site
 Geographical description of the area of the site
 Distance and direction from the centre of the village to the site. The distance is
indicated in kilometres in a straight line (by air). The directions are N, S, E, W.
5. Accessibility and availability levels at the moment
 Surface – Describes whether the site is entirely in forest, meadows, arable land, thorns,
private enclosed property, etc.
 Existing infrastructure – indicate the road category: asphalt, dirt road (stabilized, not
stabilized) for 4x4 rough terrain vehicles; hiking trails-paths and the distance to the site
along the way
6. Detailed description of the object
 Surface - is indicated in square meters, and if it is over 1 decare in decares.
 Description of individual structures (in the presence of such) - walls, towers, churches,
 Dating of the object. If individual structures are of different epochs - it is specified which
structure to which chronology belongs.
7. Literature
Indicate the literature indicating the site (if any) or its study (if performed).
8. Status of the object
With local, regional, national or global importance.
9. The connection of the site with other sites in the region.
Affiliation to a necropolis is indicated; to a service settlement; religious monuments
associated with a settlement; fortresses belonging to a general fortification system, etc.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction for a visit to the region
It is determined on the basis of:
 Presence of visible structures
 Accessibility
 The proximity of the site to good infrastructure
The visibility of the tourist destination by exploring its own elements
11. Other landmarks near the site - cultural, natural, historical, etc.
12. Historical significance of the object (of the object category)
The description also includes important movable monuments from the site - both random and
archaeological excavations. The museum, whose fund or exhibition has (artifacts) monuments
from the site
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Descriptions of objects from the Megalithic culture (1 st half
of I millennium BC)
Thracian rock sanctuary in the locality "Begliktash"
1. Numbering of the object: BG 09 В
2. Name of the object: Thracian rock sanctuary in the place "Begliktash"

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Primorsko
 Inhabited place (Land): town Primorsko
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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4. Location:
 Locality: locality "Begliktash"
 Coordinates:
N 42. 311502 E 27. 767143
 Geographical description of the site:
The object is located in the central part of the Buruna Peninsula. The terrain is flat - meadow.
LATITUDE 100 m.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Primorsko: 5 km north of the town
5. Accessibility
 Surface: grass and srubs
 Road infrastructure to the object: Asphalt and 400 m stabilized road - possibility to
reach the object by car
6. Detailed description of the object
The object in the Begliktash area is interpreted as a cult place by K. Shkorpil, who describes the
rocks, called sacrificial stones “Apostol - tash”and “Beglik - tash”. The entire megalithic
complex is situated on an area of 12 decares. The studied part of the sanctuary consists of a
central part and two circles of smaller structures around it with a total area of about 6 decares.
The large rock currency is partially hand-processed and arranged in unique configurations. The
stone rocks, wells, tubs and steps are cut into the flat rocks. The sanctuary is almost exactly
orientated in the direction of the world. The residential building and cult outcrops found at the
base of the site complement the evidence of human activity on the site. According to the team of
investigators, the earliest artifacts date back to VII-V BC, and those from later eras of IV-II BC.
until the 4th century AD. It is believed that the sanctuary functioned without interruption for
almost 2000 years - from the XV century BC until the IV century AD, when his activity was
probably stopped by the coming Christianity.
7. Literature:
M. Gyuzelev. The Western Pont between Emine and the Bosphorus during the first millennium
BC. Bourgas 2009, 113-114.
8. Status of the object:
Monument with regional meaning
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major
road infrastructure road - Burgas - Sozopol - Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow passes to
the southernmost parts of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. The facility is in close proximity to the
resort town of Primorsko and is located in the reserve Begliktash - Ropotamo.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
12. Historical significance of the object:
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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It is not mentioned in the historical sources.

Dolmen in the locality "Kiryak Stoyanova kashla" near the village of
Belevren
1. Numbering of the object: BG 34 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality "Kiryak Stoyanova kashla" near the village of
Belevren

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Sredets
 Inhabited place (Land): village Belveren
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Kiriak Stoyanova kashla (Altandere)
 Coordinates:
N 42. 101632 E 27.198178
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 9 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

 Geographic desrciprion of the object:
The Dolmen is located on Chardak bair with wide panoramic views. In a northeast-southwest
direction, with a displacement to the southwest, towards the river of the Alatliyska river
LATITUDE 503 m
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Belevren: 2 km to the northeast of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: dirt road 4.4 km from the village
6. Detailed description of the object:
The Dolmen is located in a 15.0 m in diameter mound, located on a meadow, now surrounded by
a pine forest. The embankment in the mound is entirely of stone and earth. The Dolmen is a twochamber building with dromos and façade. It is relatively well preserved. A part of the camera's
roof plate and the entrance to the first chamber has been damaged. It is made of limestone that
turned into marble.


The burial chamber is 2.37 m long; width 1,80 m; height 1.78 m. The walls of the
chamber are made of one massive stone slab. The upper edge of the walls is slightly bent
inwards. Traces of processing are noticed on the upper foundations of the walls where the
roof slab lies. The slopes between the walls in the base are filled with rough stones.
 The roof of the burial chamber is made up of a massive stone slab. Traces of processing
are missing.
 The front chamber has dimensions: length 1.45 m; 1.65 m wide; height 1.45 m. The
walls of the chamber are made of one solid slab.
 The southern plate of the front chamber has a trapezoidal shape. It shows traces of
processing. The slab is broken. The lower half is preserved on the spot with part of the
incoming opening. The plate is placed under a slight slope in the chamber. A trapezoidshaped door is formed in the center of the slab. The hole is 0.54 m high; width at base
0,40 m; thickness of the plate at the opening of 0.27 m.
 The dromos is made of lime stones of mud solution. It has a trapezoidal shape and has
the following dimensions: width 2.0 m; length 1.40 m.
 The facade of the dolmens: has a length of 5.20 m west; length of east 3.50 m. It is made
of stones with a solder of mud solution. Three rows of stones are preserved up to 0.45 m
high. The rest of the façade to the west is made up of four stones, three of which are flat
and one oval. The three slabs are placed vertically side by side. These stones are likely to
be placed in the extension of the mound embankment to the west when a cist grave was
built there. The eastern façade is made up of large square stones placed longitudinally.
In the area in front of the dolmade facade and the entrance to the dromos, the highest
concentration of ceramic fragments belonging to different shaped vessels was found.
On the basis of the materials found, the construction of the dolmen should be referred to the
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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beginning of the 8th c. It was for a long time opened and used - probably until the 7th century
BC. Its facade is maintained. In front of her were various memorial rituals.
7. Literature:
The Megaliths in Thrace, part 2. ТІІІ. Sofia, 1982, 327-328.
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. C., 1990, 164.
D. Agre. Archaeological excavations of a Dolmen in the Kiriak Stoyanovata Kashla near the
village of Belevren, Sredets Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in
2004 Sofia, 2005, 87.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance.
9. Connection of the site with other sites in the region
With the dolmens in the locality “Lozyata”, "Tsarvandakovi kushi", the dolmens in the village of
Kirovo and Granichar
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
Dolmen was studied in 2004. It is available for visiting
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Markov Kamak (The Big Stone); Big Rocks; The rocks at the Belevrensko Ayazmo are located
some 1.5 km southeast of the Big Rocks
12. Historical significance of the object:
Dolmen materials are in HM - Sredets.

Dolmen on the locality "Tsarvandakovi kushi", near the village of
Belevren
1. Numbering of the object: BG 35 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen on the locality "Tsarvandakovi kushi", near the village of
Belevren
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3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Sredets
 Inhabited place (Land): Village Belevren
4. Location:
 Locality: the locality Ayazmoto ("Tsarvandakovite kushi"); Chukata
 Coordinates:
N 42.116415 E 27.181882;
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The Dolmen is situated on a high hill with a
wide panoramic view to the south, on the left bank of the Belevrenska (Selskata) River in
the locality Chukata; in a language North-South direction; with displacement to the river.
LATITUDE 390 m
 4. Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Belevren: 2.7 km north of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018
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 Road infrastructure to the object: from the village 5,5 km dirt road, 200 m trail
from the village 5,5 km dirt road, 200 m trail
6. Detailed description of the object:
The mound of the dolmens consists of small and medium-sized lump of untreated stones.
The dolmen are three-dimensional, made of granite slabs of stone. It is oriented towards the
south. On site are all vertically placed stones from the walls of the tombstone, and in situ only
the roof of the dromos is discovered. Another roof slab, probably from the pre-chamber, is
moved west on the stone mound and part of the burial chamber roof plate is inside.
 Burial chamber has trapezoidal cross-section. The entrance to the camera is carved in its
southern wall. It has a trapezoidal shape and height of 0.55 m, and a width of 0.38 m. In
its upper part the hole is slightly arched, with rounded corners. Camera dimensions:
Length N-S 2.0 m; E-W 1.40 m, height 1.90 m.
 Pre-burial chamber has trapezoidal cross-section. The floor is made of highly embedded
soil. The entrance to the Pre-burial chamber is carved in its southern wall. It has a
trapezoidal shape and a height of 0.53 m; a width of 0.36 m. At the top, the hole is
slightly arched, with rounded corners. Camera dimensions: Length N-S 1.60 m; E-W in
the middle of the camera 1.60 m; height 1.85 m.
 The dromos has a trapezoidal cross section. The western side wall is slightly sloping
inward, and the eastern is almost vertical. The roof slab has dimensions: 1,75 m x 1,07 m
and 0,40 m thick. The dross floor is made of highly embedded soil. The dromos has the
following dimensions: N-S 1.27 m; E-W 1.10 m; height 1.30 m.
 The facade of the dolmen has a length of 4.50 m west; length of east 3.50 m. It is made
of untreated slab stones, the solder is in the solution. There are up to three rows of stones
up to 0.50 m high.
In the valley of the dolmens, in the western half of the stone mound there are two rectangular
cemetery chambers. They are at a distance of about 4.00m.
 Shaft grave №1. It is located in the North - West part of the stone mound. It consists of 4
vertical stone slabs. Orientation: North-South on the long side. The short North - West
side has dimensions: height in the middle-0.78m; width down -0.50m; width up-0.60m;
thickness-0.13m. The short South - East side has dimensions: height in the middle 0.78m; length down -0.57m; length up-0.47m; thickness-0.14m. The southern long side is
cracked and with dimensions: height in the middle - 0.69m; length up-1.30m; thickness0.18m. The north long side has dimensions: height in the middle - 0.54m; bottom length0.88m; length up to 1.23m; thickness-0.13m.
 Shaft grave №2. . It is located in the SW part of the stone mound, having a tree in its
center, which violates the facility. Only the short western page and the long north are
preserved. Orientation: WS on the long side. Dimensions of the short western page:
Height 0.69m; length 0,70m; thickness 0.18m. The north long page has dimensions:
height in the middle - 0.80m; length 1.54m; thickness-0.38m.
Dolmen was fully surveyed in 2007
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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7. Literature:
The Megaliths in Thrace, part 2. ТІІІ. Sofia, 1982, 328-329.
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. C., 1990, 164.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of the dolmen in the "Tsarvandakovi kashli" locality near the
village of Belevren, Sredets Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in
2007 Sofia, 2008, 87.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the dolmens in the locality "Lozata"," Kiriak Stoyanova kashla ", the dolmens in the village
of Kirovo and Granichar.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The Dolmen was studied in 2007. This Dolmen is the richest dolmen studied in the territory of
Thrace. Besides a large number of ceramic vessels, there are also bronze ornaments, amber
beads.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
"Markov Kamak" (The Great Stone); "The Great Rocks"; The rocks at the Belevrensko
Ayazmo are located some 1.5 km southeast of the Great Rocks
12. Historical significance of the object::
Dolmen materials are in HM - Sredets.

Dolmen in the locality Bakaren izvor near the village of Evrenezovo,
municipality of Malko Tarnovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 39 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality Bakary izvor near the village of Evrenezovo,
municipality of Malko Tarnovo
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Evrenezovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Bakary izvor
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Coordinates:
N 42. 129446 E 27.365873
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: in a flat place - a meadow from the north side of
the road Zvezdets - Evrenezovo LATITUDE 342 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Evrenezovo village: 1.9 km east of Evrenezovo village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grasses
 Road infrastructure to the object: 2 km of asphalt road
6. Detailed description of the object:
The dolmen is located in a mound of 15,0 m in diameter; 2.0 meters high. It is heavily destroyed,
excavated repeatedly, and the most damaged is the camera. The Dolmen is one-chamber, with an
antechamber and dromos and a well-shaped facade. It is made of marble limestone. The vertical
plates are retained on the camera and the roof is missing. The camera has a trapezoidal shape,
both horizontally and vertically. Camera Dimensions: Reserved height 1.75m; length 2.40 width
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 15 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

1.80m. The antechamber has a width of 1.65 m; length 1.20 m, preserved height 1.32 m. The
dromos is made up of two terraces dug into the terrain. It has a length of 0.80 m and a width of
1.52 m. The entrances to the antechamber and the chamber of the dolmens are carved in the
plates, their shape is rectangular with a slightly arched upper end.
The entrance is probably closed with a wooden door. The facade on both sides of the entrance is
made of rough stones with an aligned face. The stones are kept up to three rows in height. The
bond between them is a lomestone solution.
The mound is made entirely of stones, and the dolmens are symmetrically located in the center.
On the basis of the open materials, the construction of this dolmen should be carried out at the
end of the X-th century BC. It has been open for a long time, and its facade has been maintained.
The upper part of the dolmen was not covered with a mound embankment. In the middle of the
4th century AD. the chamber is open, all the materials, if any, are exported and three funerals are
performed in the chamber. From the same period is the cremation, placed in the teguli grave in
front of the facade.
7. Literature:
D. Agre. Excavations of a mound necropolis in the village of Evrenezovo, municipality of Malko
Tarnovo. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2003 Sofia, 2004, 78.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
ІХ. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With dolmens, located in the same necropolis.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site, after its restoration, has great potential for its development as a tourist attraction.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The nearby dolmens.
12. Historical significance of the object:
The materials from the site are located in the HM in M.Tarnovo

Dolmen in locality "the Caves" near the village of Goliam Dervent,
Elhovo municipality
1. Numbering of the object: BG 40 Y
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the "Caves" near the village of Goliam Dervent, Elhovo
municipality
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3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Elhovo
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Goliam Dervent
4. Location:
 Locality: the Caves
 Coordinates:
N 41.970800 E 26.740809
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: Dolmen is located in locality the Caves and 1 km
north to the sharply rising slope of the Big Beagle elevation.LATITUDE 443 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Goliam Dervent: 1.7 km south of the village5.
Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: 1,4 km of road from the village; 750 m trail
6. Detailed description of the object:
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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The Dolmen is located in the center of a mound embankment consisting of small and mediumsized larch untreated stones. In the periphery of the stone mound, 25-30 year old oaks and
hawthorn shrubs have grown. The stone mound has a height of about 0.55-0.60 m and
dimensions: length N-S 15.0 m; E-W 16.0 m.
The Dolmen is three-dimensional: with two chambers and dromos, and the three rooms have
massive roof tiles. The N-S is oriented with a South input of 10 °. It is built of solid granite slabs.


Burial chamber has trapezoidal cross-section. The west long side of the camera is
missing. There is no partition wall between the two chambers. The north and east wall of
the camera are made of one massive stone slab. In the north of the Burial chamber is
preserved an in situ part of the flooring. It consists of slate river stones with a silvery
color, arranged close together. The studied culture layer in the chamber was about 0.20 m
thick. In the northern half of the chamber, parts of a human skull and bones from the
upper limbs were found on the floor. Camera dimensions: Length N-S 2.0 m; E-W 1.83
m; height 1.54 m. The roof plate of the Burial chamber overlaps the roof plate of the Preburial chamber (partially lying on the front plate). It has dimensions: length 3.00 m;
width of 1.80 m in the widest part, 0.35 m thick. All traces of processing traces are
missing.



Pre-burial chamber has trapezoidal cross-section. Slightly inclined long walls close the
transverse ones. Camera dimensions: Length N-S 1.68 m; E-W 1.65 m; height 1,20 m.
The roof slab is 1,74 m long, 2,20 m wide, 0,40 m thick. Stone flooring in Pre-burial
chamber is not found. The layer studied in this camera has a thickness of 0.20 m to 0.50
m.
The Dromos has trapezoidal cross-section. From the dromos, the roof and the western
walls are preserved. The eastern wall is broken and fragments of it are found on the
mound. The roof slab has dimensions: width 2,20 m, length 1,46 m, thickness 0,28 m.
Dimensions of the dromos: length N-S 1,70 m; E-W 1,60 m. The flat basement base is
used for flooring. The investigated layer in the dromos is 0.80 m. The partially exposed
northern wall of the dromos is about 0.40 m high and 1.65 m high. On its southern outer
face, on both sides of the entrance, from embossed decoration - a frieze of geometric
ornaments. A part of a column with a square section and a height of 0.30 m was
discovered near the western wall of the dromos. On its front south face there is a
decoration similar to that on the entrance plate to the Pre-burial chamber. Fragments of
the frieze, including a relief with a labris image, were found in a study of the mound
embankment in front of the dolmens dromosus.
The facade of the dolmen has a length of 6.0 m west; length from east 4.0 m. It is made
of rough stones in irregular rows. Preserved the highest height of 0.50 m. 13 ceramic
clusters were found in front of the dolmade facade. The open fragments are about 15
vessels. All of them are made by hand and refer to the period of the 8th century BC. In
this period, the construction and use of dolmens is dated.
7. Literature:
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D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations of Dolmen No. 2 on the territory of the village of Goliam
Dervent, Elhovo Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2007 Sofia,
2008.8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
The other two dolmens in the village of Golyam Dervent.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
Dolmen was studied in 2007. It is the largest known dolmen in Strandzha. This Dolmen is the
only one of its kind with original ornamentation on the entrance plate to the Burial chamber. The
whole outer face of the slab is depicted with relief with zoomorphic and geometric ornaments
and motifs. A part of a four-sided column was found in the interior of the dromos by the western
wall. On its front face in a lower relief are presented similar motifs. It should be noted that such
elements - columns and ornaments - have not been discovered as elements of dolmens either on
the territory of modern Bulgaria or on the Balkan Peninsula as a whole.
Dolmen has a great potential for joining a tourist destination, along with another dolmen nearby.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Two-chamber dolmens with dromos located in close proximity.
12. Historical significance of the object::
The value of newly discovered dolmen materials for the study of Thracian culture and
architecture is exceptional. This dolmene provided scientists with a new, incontestable testimony
to the thesis that the Thracian civilization inherited many of the characteristics of the CretanMycenaean civilization.
The dolomen materials are in EAM-Elhovo.

Dolmen in the locality "Byalata treva" (the White Grass) near the
village of Bulgarska Polyana, Topolovgrad Municipality
1. Numbering of the object: BG 41 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality "Byalata treva" (the White Grass) near the village
of Bulgarska Polyana, Topolovgrad Municipality
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Haskovo
 Municipality: Topolovgrad
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Bulgarska Polyana
4. Location:
 Locality: the locality "Byalata treva" (the Cave)
 Coordinates:
N 42. 022388 E 26.251529
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Geographic desrciprion of the object: The dolmen is located in the locality Byalata
treva on a slope with west exposure; meadow with rare trees. LATITUDE 452 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Hlyabovo: 4.2 km south of the village
5 Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: 5 km dirt road from the village
6. Detailed description of the object:
It is one of the largest and best preserved dolmens in the Sakar Mountains. It is composed of a
burial chamber, a pre-chamber and a corridor dromos. The slabs of which the Dolmen is built are
of local granite. Their inner surface is precisely processed.
 Burial chamber is a rectangular plan, 2,20 m long, 1,50 m wide and 2,10 m high. The
front wall is a trapezoidal granite slab 2,20 m high above 1,10 m below 1,70 m. The
entrance to the Burial chamber is 0.40 m from the bottom of the slab. At the upper part
the entrance is grounded, 0.60 m wide, 0.75 m high. The back (northern) wall of the
chamber is made up of two plates, placed close to each other and have a height of 2.20 m.
The upper part the eastern is broken, and the treasure hunters have entered the valley. In
this way, the entire rear wall is wide at its base 1.50 m and in the roof slab 1.25 m. It has
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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the shape of a not quite symmetrical hexagon. The longitudinal walls of the Burial
chamber are made up of two plates placed one above the other. The bending of the two
upper plates in the two longitudinal walls of the chamber is obtained with their walls
carved obliquely so that they look like diamonds in their cut. All the walls of the chamber
have a thickness of 0,20 m to 0,3 m. The chamber is covered on top with a large plate,
which is 2.85 m long, 2.10 m wide and 0.45 m thick. This dolmene offers us one of the
two cases where the floor of the Burial chamber was plated with a large granite slab that
had been broken after the penetrating treasure hunters.
 The ante-chamber of the Dolmen is just a little wider than the Burial Chamber. It is
almost square in plan, 1.50 m wide, 1.60 m wide and 1.70 m high. The front (southern)
side of the antechamber is made of a slab with trapezoidal shape, wide at the base of 1.60
m, in the upper part is 1.40 m. It is 1.80 m high. It has an entrance opening. It is arched in
its upper part, with the vault being more pronounced than the Burial chamber. The
longitudinal walls of the antechamber are inclined inwards by 0.10 m. The antechamber
is covered with one slab 1,60 m long and 2,25 m wide. The longitudinal walls of the
antechamber have at their ends towards the front wall of the chamber grooves in which it
is inserted. The roof panel of the antechamber has a groove to its three sides. The manner
in which the western wall of the antechamber extends 0.40 meters in front of it makes us
think that there was another antechamber in front of it that touched the crepe and was
probably opened in the front.
In front of the dolmens, there were fragments of granite slabs, probably from the dolmens'
crepida.
7. Literature:
K. Shkorpil. Megalithic monuments and mounds. Antiquities in the Black Sea region, ч. І. S.,
1925, 40-44
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Т І. С., 1976, 40-43.
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Т ІІІ. С., 1982, 241-242.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the other dolmens located on the territory of Topolovgrad Municipality.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
Dolmen has enormous potential to include it, along with other dolmens in this part of Sakar, in a
tourist destination.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
12. Historical significance of the object:
Dolmen is of great importance for the study of the Thracian megalithic culture.

Dolmen in locality “Nachevi Chairi” near the village of Hlyabovo,
Topolovgrad Municipality
1. Numbering of the object: BG 42 H
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2. Name of the object: Dolmen in locality “Nachevi Chairi” near the village of Hlyabovo,
Topolovgrad Municipality
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Haskovo
 Municipality: Topolovgrad
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Hlyabovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality “Nachevi Chairi” (golyam Rat)
 Coordinates:
N 42. 022388 E 26.251529
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The Dolmen is located on an open southeast
slope over the valley of Dwan Dere; Selskoto Dere. In many places in the area, and
especially along the river, there are rock blocks and dams that are still used for the
building stones. HB 352 m
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Hlyabovo: 4.2 km south of the village
5. Accessibility
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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Surface: overgrown with grass
Road infrastructure to the object: 5 km dirt road of the village6. Detailed description
of the object:
The Dolmen is covered with a mound embankment with a diameter of about 10 m, which
reaches its roof at a height. It is oriented with its entrance to the southwest (235 °). Burial
chamber is 2.30 m long; 2.15 m wide; 2.00 m high. Its walls are bent inwards and their plates are
joined edge to edge, with special grooves carved on the side. The sidewalls are made up of two
plates one on top of each other, equally bent inwards. The entrance plate is pentagonal, with only
the northwest end completed with a triangular wedge. The inlet is carved in the center of the slab
and has an arc-shaped shape, 0.58 m wide and 0.64 m high; on the front side of the slab is
surrounded by a shallow groove. The roof slab is the largest slab of the entire dolmen; it has a
rectangular shape 3.40 m long, 2.10 m wide and 0.50 m thick. Its edges are laterally protruding
vertically above the vertical plates. In this case, the grooves in the lower surface of the plate are
cut into the upper edges of the vertical plates; thus the outwardly projecting portion of the roof
plate is also bent downwards.
 The ante-chamber has a narrowing trapezoidal shape; its length is 1.10 m, the width is
1.50 m. The side plates are single and bent inwards; with their rear end they rest on the
front side of the main chamber entrance plate, and with their front ends formed with
vertical grooves, surround the entrance plate. The inlet opening is arched, 0.48 m wide
and 0.57 m high. The front chamber roof panel is broken longitudinally into two parts, of
which the northwest (1.20 m long) is preserved in place and the southeast is missing.
 The dromos is 0.90 m wide, 1.00 m wide and 0.10 m lower than the front chamber. Its
two lateral plates are long: the northwest is 0.47 m and the southeast 0.70 m, and the roof
slab is missing
 At its front end, the dromos is flanked by a monumental facade wall, made of large stone
slabs in a line perpendicular to the axis of the dolmens and intersecting as the chord of
the front end of the mound embankment. The north-west wing of the façade is made up
of five consecutively arranged slabs with the height of the dromos and a total length of 4
m; finally ends with another more massive and significantly higher plate, located
perpendicularly forward (length 1.35 m). From the southeastern wing of the façade are
revealed only the first two plates (total length together with the southeastern side plate of
the dromos 2,40 m); aside, it continues in the undiscovered part of the dolmen
7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Т І. С., 1976, 48-49.
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. ТІІІ. С., 1982, 193-220.
8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the other dolmens located on the territory of Topolovgrad Municipality.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
Dolmen has enormous potential to include it, along with other dolmens in this part of Sakar, in a
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 23 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

tourist destination.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
12. Historical significance of the object:
Dolmen is of great importance for the study of the Thracian megalithic culture.

Dolmen in the locality “Mangara” near the village of Hlyabovo,
Topolovgrad municipality
1. Numbering of the object: BG 43 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality “Mangara” near the village of Hlyabovo,
Topolovgrad municipality

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Haskovo
 Municipality: Topolovgrad
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Hlyabovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Mangara
 Coordinates:
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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N 42.002871 E 26.273206
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The Dolmen is located on the central ridge of the
Sakar Mountain, at the saddle between the Peaks Kokala to the West and Kamik Tepe
from the East LATITUDE711 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Hlyabovo: 6.6 km south of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: 12 km asphalt road from Topolovgrad; 2 km
stabilized road
6. Detailed description of the object:
The dolmen is three-dimensional, made of granite- gneiss slates. It is oriented along its long axis
in the north-south direction, with an entrance from the south. On site are all vertically placed
stones from the walls of the burial facility, in situ only the roof plate of the burial chamber. The
length of the dolmen outside in the N-S direction is 4.40 m.
 The mound embankment over the dolmen has a diameter of about 25 m and a height of
about 4 m. It is a stone-earth-like loam of brown earth and rough stones. The integrity of
the embankment, the stone cloak and the burial facility were violated as a result of
massive treasure hunting
 • The facade of the dolmens from the east is 3.80 m long. It is made up of four massive
stone slabs of rectangular shape, placed vertically. The west facade of the dromos has a
length of 4.30 m.
 • The dromos is trapezoidal in cross-section. The western and eastern walls are slightly
sloping inwards. The dromos has the following dimensions: N-S 0.55 m; E-W 1.0 m;
height 1.50 m.
 • The ante-chamber is trapezoidal in cross-section. Its long sides are made up of two
plates, tilted one above the other with its wide side. The entrance to the Pre-burial
chamber is carved in its southern wall. It is trapezoid shaped, rounded at the upper end,
tall is 0, 68 m - wide in the upper part 0, 36 m; at the bottom - 0, 51 m.
 Burial chamber is with trapezoidal cross-section. The walls are built in a similar way to
the ante-chamber. The long walls close the transverse one between them. The entrance to
the camera is carved in its southern wall, which has a slight slope inwards to the camera.
The opening is trapezoidal with rounded corners - from the outside it is framed. This
frame has a width of 4 cm at the bottom to 8 cm at the top. The southern plate of the
camera is broken in the upper western end, probably due to the treasure hunt. All camera
walls are machined from the inside, fit very closely to each other. Dimensions: Length NS- 2.36 m; base width 2.05 m; height 2.01 m
The Burial chamber roof plate is irregular in shape. It is worked on the inside, which lies tightly
on the plates. Dimensions: Length 2, 77 m; a width of 2.15 to 2.40 m.
The dolmens' stone "casing" consists of quartzite, sandstone and granite.
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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7. Literature:
D. Agre, D. Dichev. Dolmen in Mangar tepe in the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality of
Topolovgrad in 2010 - Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2010 С., 2011, 199-201.
D. Dichev. Dolmen in Mangar tepe in the village of Hlyabovo, Topolovgrad municipality. Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2013, S, 2014, 125-126.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the other dolmens located on the territory of Topolovgrad Municipality.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
Dolmen has enormous potential to include it, along with other dolmens in this part of Sakar, in a
tourist destination.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Nearby is the peak of Visegrad, which is a fortress of Hellenistic times; the natural rock
formations of Kartal Kaya Peak
12. Historical significance of the object::
Dolmen is of great importance for the study of the Thracian megalithic culture
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The fortress „Pharmakida”
1. Numbering of the object: BG 06 В
2. Name of the object: The fortress „Pharmakida”

The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 26 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Primorsko
 Inhabited place (Land): town Primorsko
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Pharmakida
 Coordinates:
N 42.293270 E 27. 718851; N 42. 292810 Е 27.719259; N 42. 293318 Е 27.720268
N 42. 293762 Е 27.719667 centre N 42.293270 Е 27.719409
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The locality Pharmakida is located in the eastern
slopes of Strandzha Mountain; covers a pasture near the bed of the Ropotamo River and the
low expansions south of it. The area falls into the space locked between the peaks Uzundja in
the south; Rock on the west; Burhama to the north and Kitka to the east.
- from the center of Primorsko: 5 km northwest of the town
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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5. Accessibility
 Surface: half of the fortress's territory is overgrown with oak and shrub trees.
 Road infrastructure to the object:
The fortress can be reached on foot or by a high-passing vehicle. From the center of
Primorsko - 3,200 km the asphalt road is followed by 1,800 km of dirt road or 4x4 car.
6. Detailed description of the object
 Fortress wall: The fortress (fortified house - turzis) covers an area of 860 sq.m.
Represents a rectangle with a rectangular tower on the southwest wall outside the wall.
The southwestern wall is 23 m long and the northwest 35 m. The thickness of the
southeast wall judging by the revealed area was 2, 40 m thick. The thickness of the
southwest wall is 1, 70 m. The walls of the fortress were generally made of stones of mud
solder. At the north-western wall of the inner part had pilasters with a thickness of 1 m
and a distance of 1, 20 m. They are found in both substructure and superstructure up to 0,
50 m high. They alternate at 3, 50 m. 4 pilasters are found on the northwest wall and one
on the southwest. They are structurally connected to the main wall and are made of
marble stones. The role of these pilasters is to carry a wooden structure in height, which
was a sort of battle path on the inside of the fortress wall.
 Tower: The south-west wall reveals a rectangular tower (internal dimensions 5, 20 x 3,
50 m). Its walls are made of stones of mud solder. The northern wall is preserved in
places up to 1, 90 m high. Found everywhere on a rock. The walls of the tower have a
thickness of 1, 20 to 1, 70 m. Inside there is a banquet with a width of 0, 15 m and a stone
platform (staircase) adhered to the southwest wall with a width of 1, 20 m. Due to the
steep terrain to the south next to the outer face of the tower is a stone platform with a
width of 1, 40 meters, which further strengthened by the sliding walls of the tower. The
tower was at least two floors, and the situation described so far has been connected to a
ground-level semi-dilapidated floor through a wooden ladder.
In the studies, the entrance to the fortress was not discovered, but it was supposed to have
been southwest after the tower. The steep slopes of the hill from the northwest, northeast
and southwest have been a prerequisite for emphasizing massive fortification from the
accessible southwest side of the fort.
Inside buildings: Inside the site there are certain data about the presence of a building
located in the northeastern part. Obviously, it occupied an area of about 70 sq. M, with
north, south, and east having an undeveloped area. It is assumed that the building was
two-sided. Above a certain height, the building had a corrugated wall or a clay-plated
floor. The roof of the building was doubled with the use of tiles (Laconic and
Corinthian).
7. Literature:
Iv. Hristov, D. Pantev. Pharmakida. Survey of Hellenistic Turgis in the "Pharmakida" area,
Primorsko municipality ІІ-І BC Sofia, 2016.
8. Status of the object:
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Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
Necropolis located in the area Salihlerska mound.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major
road infrastructure road - Burgas - Sozopol - Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow passes to
the southernmost parts of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. The facility is close to the resort town
of Primorsko, the Ropotamo Reserve and is part of the Monumental Monument Complex. The
site has undergone partial restoration and conservation and is accessible for visitors throughout
the year.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Complex of monuments located on the Maslen Cape.
12. Historical significance of the object:
The site is an important center in the second half of the 2nd-beginning of the 1st century BC. the time of rule of the Thracian king Mostis

Tomb and Shaft grave in two mounds in the village of Brodilovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 11 В
2. Name of the object: Tomb and Shaft grave in two mounds in the village of
Brodilovo
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3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Tsarevo
 Inhabited place (Land): village Brodilovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality „Sv. Bogoroditsa” (St. Virgin Mary)
 Coordinates:
N 42. 080926 E 27. 833493 - The Great Mound with the Tomb
N 42. 080600 E 27. 843402 - the shaft tomb
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: On the right bank of the Veleka River, on a
hill from the south to the north, at the foot of Mount Kukulia in locality Sv.
Bogoroditsa
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
from the center of the village of Brodilovo: 2 km southwest of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: forest – oak
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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Road infrastructure to the object: The sites can be reached by foot or by car - from
the center of the village 1 km of stabilized road and 1 km of dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object
The mounds are arranged in a line N-S, a distance of 5 m from each other. Were studied in
2008.
Mound 1 has a height of 1.50 and a diameter of 13 m. In the center of the mound there is a
large trench trench, showing the walls of a grave facility - Shaft grave. The grave is located
in the western half of the mound and is oriented E-W along the long walls. It is supposed to
be 2.05 m long, 1.40 m wide and 1.05 m deep. On the outside of the grave there is a 0.35 m
wide mantle of river and stones that surrounds the entire burial facility. The preserved walls
of the grave are made of two rows of precision-processed limestone blocks from lower low horizontal and upper tall - vertical. At the bottom, the first row has a curved shape that has
been issued forward. It is not clear how the burial facility was resolved.
The dating of the tomb in Mound 1 can be placed in the period of the 2nd - beginning of the
1st century BC.
Mound 2 has a height of 5.50 m and a diameter of 33 m. In S-E part of it is carved a huge
shaft with a depth of about 4.70 m and dimensions 4x 5m. This shaft broke a burial facility.
The research found that the treasure hunt had reached and partly destroyed a tomb located on
that part of the mound, which was covered with a semi-cylindrical vault. The Burial Chamber
was rectangular. In this situation it has a preserved length of 2.67 m, width of 2.72 m,
maintained height of 2.40 m. Before breaking it was 2.80-2.9 m height at the zenith of the
arch. The walls of the tomb are made of white limestone blocks - quads, with a perfectly
processed face, without any soldering between them. The dimensions of the squares are
almost the same, with a length of 0.75 to 0.85 m and a width of 0, 38 to 0.40 m. The
construction of the rear and side walls is at the same time. In the interior of the Burial
Chamber, as a result of the treasure hunt, the floor level is no longer preserved. The startup
begins from the fifth row upwards. Building stone is processed or at least finished on site.
After the tomb was built, the embankment on the mound was shaped.
The tomb has a rectangular plan and a semi-cylindrical vault. It is oriented towards SouthEast-South and has a southeast entrance. The dating of the tomb is the 2nd-beginning of the
1st century BC.
7. Literature:
D. Agre. Emergency rescue excavations on two mounds on the territory of the village of
Brodilovo, Tsarevo municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2008
Sofia 2009, 276-279.
8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. Connection of the site with other sites in the region
The fortified ruler's house in Pastich - about 700 m northwest of the site
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has potential for development after its restoration.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
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The chapel "St. Virgin Mary "in the immediate vicinity of the tomb.
12. Historical significance of the object:
The only tomb with a semi-cylindrical vault on the territory of the Bulgarian part of Strandja
mountain. It is of high scientific value for the study of the Thracian funeral practices and the
Thracian tomb architecture.

Fortified royal home in the area. Pastich, near the village of Brodilovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 12 В
2. Name of the object: Fortified royal home in the area. Pastich, near the village of Brodilovo

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Tsarevo
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Brodilovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Pastich
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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 Coordinates:
N 42. 08’ 4033 E 27. 833173; N 42.083750 Е 27.833205; N 42.083786 Е 27.833757
N 42.084013 Е 27.833709 centre N 42.083882 Е 27.833436
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The object is located on the left bank of the
Veleka River in a wooded area, on a plateau-shaped hill, orientated east-west. The whole
area - about 1.5 hectares is overgrown with low vegetation and trees - beech and
hornbeam. HВ 62 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Brodilovo: 2 km west of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: forest - oak
 Road infrastructure to the object:
The site can be reached on foot or by car 4x4 - from the center of the village 500 m asphalt
follows 2 km of black stabilized road with a pad and 200 m trail.
6. Detailed description of the object:
The site has been studied since 2013. So far, sections of the fortification wall, tower, and
premises inside the site have been revealed. Studies have shown that the object is a ruler's house
surrounded by a massive wall, to which belongs a tower built in its most accessible part. The
house is built on a small hill, as the fencing wall follows the outlines of the terrain. The terrain
has a natural displacement from north to south and east.
 The fence wall of the site is made of marble stones of a 2.50 m thick mud and has a
preserved height of 1.40-1.50 m. The front lines are made of medium-sized, lined stones
with a roughly processed face, with Dimensions 0.20 x 0.40m. In the rows, there is a
striving for alignment, which was done by inserting smaller stones of 0.10 x 0.10 m. A
security tower is revealed from the west in front of the wall. Inside the building there are
residential and industrial buildings.
 Tower: The Tower is built in front of the western part of the wall surrounding the
building. It is built of stones (granite) of different size and melding. Faces are built in
irregular rows by selecting bigger and flatter stones. The stones are rough in size from 2 x
3 cm to 40 x 20 cm. The filling between the two faces is made of smaller stones of mud
solder. The entrance to the tower is from the east. It has a preserved height of 1.70 m;
Width 1,50 m. Its length corresponds to the width of the wall -1,50 m. The inner face of
the tower is vertical and the outside has a slight slope to the south. The tower has internal
dimensions: 5,15 m x 3,35 m; Wall thickness 1,50; maximum preset height of 1.90m.
 In front of the inner face of the northern wall, three spaces are revealed along the
entire length. In each one there was an eschara.
The work on the object continues.
The house was built and inhabited in the last quarter of the second quarter of the 1st
century BC, and its destruction must be taken to the beginning of the second quarter of the 1st
century BC.
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7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations at the site "Fortified home of the Hellenistic epoch" in
Pastich near the village of Brodilovo, Tsarevo municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and
excavations in 2015 Sofia, 2016, 274-277.
D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations at the site "Fortified home of the Hellenistic epoch" in
Pastich near the village of Brodilovo, Tsarevo municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and
excavations in 2016 Sofia, 2017, 173-176.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
The tomb in locality Sv. Bogoroditsa; The fortified ruler's home in locality Golata niva near the
village of Sinemorets
9. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has potential for development after its restoration. It is located in a seaside municipality
with a great tourist flow. It is 10 km away from the municipal center-Tsarevo. It is situated on
the territory of Strandja Nature Park, about 200 m north of the Veleka River and about 200 m
south of the Marina River - one of the most visited and attractive eco-paths in the park. At 100 m
under the site passes the road of the village of Kosti - Brodilovo village, which is included as a
tourist destination in the park.
10. Other landmarks near the site:
The chapel " Sv. Bogoroditsa " (St. Virgin Mary) in the immediate vicinity of the tomb.
11. Historical significance of the object:
The site is a fortified ruler's home in which a local co-owner of this region of Strandja Mountain
probably lived. This is the only similar site of the late Hellenistic epoch from the territory of
Bulgaria, preserved in a very good condition. The home was killed during a fire, and this fire
helped save important information from its occupation. The enormous amount of wall plasters
that have collapsed in the rooms have preserved them for 2200 years.
All the archaeological materials found on the site are in the exposition and the fund of IMTsarevo.

Fortified royal home in the locality Golata niva, near village
Sinemorets
1. Numbering of the object: BG 15 В
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2. Name of the object: Fortified royal home in the locality Golata niva, near village Sinemorets
(Galazyo, Kalandzha, Debelets)
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Tsarevo
 Inhabited place (Land): village Sinemorets
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Golata niva, near village Sinemorets; about 300 m northwest of the
current boundaries of the village of Sinemorets, about 250 m to the west of the beach, just north
of the village's current cemeteries, about 300 m to the northwest of the mouth of the Veleka river
.Coordinates:

N 42.063875 E 27.971735; N 42.064096 Е 27. 972346; N 42.064653 Е 27.971853
N 42.064462 Е 27. 971375 centre N 42.064315 Е 27.971874
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The site is situated on a plateau bounded north
and east with a natural rock rising to the sea level at 30 m height and descending almost
vertically down to the level of the river and the sea.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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In the village of Sinemorets, next to the modern graveyard
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with low grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: an asphalt road and about 200 m of dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object
The site is a fortified ruler's home from the late-Hellenic era in the middle of the second quarter
of the first century BC. A part of the fencing wall, tower, and rooms were studied. From the
second period of occupation of the site, referring to the 18th-19th centuries, a church and a
church complex.
 Fence wall: The building wall of the object follows the natural terrain, passing the edge of
the high portions of the plate. The way of building the wall is a two-faced building with a
filling of smaller stones of mud solder. The thickness of the wall is 1.40 m and its faces are
made of medium size stones, with their flat surface facing outwards, and stones are used in
several places. The outer face is made of visibly larger and more massive stones. The inner
faces of the wall are aligned with the outer face of the north wall of the tower. The wall is
glued to the joint by the tower. On the stone construction the wall in height was built of mud
bricks.
 Tower: The tower has been erected in the southern, most accessible part of the site, in front
of the most vulnerable part of the fencing wall. It is made of stones (granites and diorites3) of
different sizes, the largest ones reaching the dimensions of 0.50 x 0.30 x 0.40 m. Several
places in the building include massive river stones. Faces are built in irregular rows by
selecting bigger and flatter stones. The filling between the two faces is made of smaller stones
of mud solder. The walls are built on a mud brick with a light brown color. The angular stones
have the largest dimensions (0.82m x 0.37m x 0.30m) to reinforce the building. In the
southeast and southwest corner of the cubicle the corners are made of stone blocks (sands) of
rectangular shape, the faces of which are processed by rustizing, with their outer angles, by
finer rustication, frames of width 3 -4 cm.
The tower has an external dimension of 6,70 m x 5,75 m, its wall thickness is 1,10 m. The
walls have no joints; the tower is built as a constructive body. The entrance to the tower
emerged after the foundation was lifted from the southern wall of the building from the
Ottoman period, which partly overcame it. In the southwest side of the tower there are three in
situ in-situ pitches with its bottoms dug into the rugged terrain.
From the study of the tower situation it can be assumed that it was on two floors, and between
the first and second floor there was a floor level of wooden beams coated with clay. The lower
floor of the tower is used for a grain storage facility. In both its interior and much larger
outside its walls, fragments of building ceramics, we can see that the tower was probably a
massive double-skinned roof with salt and calipers. Probably the height of the tower was
about 7-7,50 m to the ridge of the roof.
 Approach to the tower: parallel to the outer face of the tower is built road with a width of
1.80 meters, which ve¬royatno ve¬royatno is used to bypass the tower. From the south it
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is surrounded by a single-sided wall, which also serves as a supporting wall, b. in this
direction the displacement is greatest. The wall is built in irregular rows of rough stones,
mud soldered in two rows with a height of 0.44 m. The level between the south wall of the
tower and the wall is embossed with small stones.
The chronological framework of the existence of the site as a fortified royal house can be set in
time from the middle of the 2 nd c. until the beginning of the 1st century BC Studies done so far
have shown that life in this home continued without breaks in about 40-60 years. This site was
the center of economic and political power in the region. The local ruler probably did not hold a
royal title βασιλεύς, but rather was a "strategist" - one of the rulers in the kingdom of Mostis. He
had a specific territory in the lower Veleka River area where the trade with the interior of
Strandja was being carried out. The "Sinemorean" ruler controlled the organization and trade of
the rich resources of Strandzha, known since ancient times: the iron and copper ore, as well as
the products of logging - raw materials extremely necessary for the military campaigns at that
time. In all likelihood, he owes his tremendous wealth to the trade in the export of these goods by
sea.
Second period of habitation of the object
 Church: The highest part of the site reveals a church. It is one-nave, one-apse with
narthex, with a length of 17 m. It is dug deep in the rock - inside the 60 cm. The walls are
made of rough stones with a mud of mortar and mortar. The largest amount of mortar is
used in and around the apse. Traces of mortar are found in and around the eastern and
northern wall of the naos and the northern and western walls of the narthex. All walls have
two-sided construction. In height, santrachi is probably used. The church has a doublesided roof, of the vast amount of tiles is clear that it was covered with late Renaissance
tiles. The church has two entrances from the south and from the west.
The open material allowed the construction of the church and its use to be placed within
18-19 c. In the Turkish registers from the 17th century to the Balkan wars the local village
was named Kalandja, with the population inhabiting 17 houses in the 17th century up to
the 25 in the beginning 20th Century. The population is Greek, poor, mainly engaged in
fishing. Surveys of the site allow the following conclusion: the 17th-century church was
built on the foundations of an earlier church, partly embracing them. Around the church
for exposed graves from its period of existence.
 Magernitsa to the church: The building has a very long rectangular plan. Its long axis is
oriented N-S with a deviation of about 12 degrees. A partition wall divides the building
into two rooms - north and south. The terrain was served for floor level. The walls of the
building are made of limestone stones, the filling of which is made of smaller stones, the
thickness of the walls is from 0.60 to 0.80 m. They are preserved at a height of 0.35 m - in
2 rows stones. Based on the material found, this building dates back to the 18th-19th
century.
7. Literature:
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D. Agre. Archeological excavations of a settlement in the locality "Golata Niva" near the village
of Sinemorets, Tsarevo Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2006.
Sofia, 2008, 191-192.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of a settlement in the locality "Golata Niva" near the village
of Sinemorets, Tsarevo Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2008
Sofia, 212-215.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of a settlement in the locality "Golata Niva" near the village
of Sinemorets, Tsarevo Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2009
Sofia, 2010, 214-217.
D. Agre, D. Dichev. Fortified home in Golata Niva area near the village of Sinemorets, Tsarevo
Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2012 Sofia, 2013, 145-147.
Agre, D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations of a fortified home in locality "Golata Niva" near
the village of Sinemorets, Tsarevo Municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and
excavations in 2014 Sofia, 2015, 213-215.
D. Agre (redactor) Sinemorets. Volume І. С., 2016.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
The fortified ruler's house in the village of Pastich about 10 km west of the site; Late Hellenic
Fortress in Ahtopol.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has enormous potential for development after its restoration. It is located in a seaside
municipality with a great tourist flow. It is 17 km away from the municipal center-Tsarevo. It is
situated in the territory of the Strandja Nature Park, about 300 m south of the mouth of the
Veleka River - one of the most beautiful places on our Black Sea, included in tourist routes.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The magnificent nature of the Veleka River and its estuary are a protected area; Two eco-paths
are built nearby. Above the western outskirts of the village are two fortresses.
12. Historical significance of the object:
The investigations of this site opens one of the most obscure pages of the history of Ancient
Thrace - the period of the 2nd-1st century BC, when against the backdrop of the military
conflicts between Rome and the Pontic kingdom, played in the Balkans and Strandja Mountain,
one of the most powerful and significant Thracian kingdoms is formed - the Astean kingdom. It
lasted until the 1st century AD, but was poorly studied by our contemporary historiography and
archeology. With the richness of the material found in Sinemorets, we can assume that this house
lived paradynasts (co-rulers), controlling the tribes of the Schermiades, the Tines and the Astes
that inhabited the northern parts of the Strandzha mountain as part of the Astean kingdom.
The treasure chest of silver found on the site, helps to fill a number of white spots in our
knowledge of historical figures and events from the end of the Hellenistic period in Thrace.
The archaeological materials from the site are located in the exposition and the fund of HMThe project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 38 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

Tsarevo.

Descriptions of objects from Antiquity and Late Antiquity
Fortress “Poros”, Foros Peninsula
1. Numbering of the object: BG 01 В

2. Name of the object: Fortress “Poros”, Foros Peninsula, q. “Kraimorie”, town Bourgas
3. Administrative affiliation
 Country: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Bourgas
 Inhabited place (Land): town Bourgas
4. Location:
 Locality: п Foros Peninsula in locality “Kavkata”
 Coordinates:
N 42.453303
E 27.472938; N 42.456659 Е 27.480105; N 42.459888 Е 27.478388
N 42.457989 Е 27.27474269 centre N 42.457451 Е 27.477359
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: Peninsula Foros exported north to the Black Sea
from the south is connected to the mainland. Raked plateau surface. The shores are 5
meters high. From the west is Foros Bay, from the east-bay of Gypsy Pristan (Chengene
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 39 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

Skale). LATITUDE 18 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Kraimorie: 1,35 km
5. Accessibility
 Road infrastructure to the object: 2 km asphalt road from the branch to Kraimorie
6. Detailed description of the object
Late Antique Fortress Poros. The fortress is built on the Foros peninsula, 1.35 km northwest of
Kraymorie. It was built in the IV-V century on the ruins of a Roman villa
 Roman Villa: The size of the villa is 25.0 x 9.0 m. It consists of 9 rooms of different
sizes, only the western ones with a hippocampus. Probably the villa was built at the end
of the 2nd and the beginning of the 3rd century and was abandoned in the 20-30s of the
4th century.
 Building from the Roman period: inside the fortress is revealed a building with a
hippocampus from the 3rd century.
 Fortress wall with towers: On the ruins of the Roman villa at the end of the V-beginning
of the 6th century was built a fortress from which several buildings and a late antique
basilica were studied. The fortress wall is traced to the base of a low elevation, oriented
SW-SE, starting from SW from the fishing port. The wall has the same orientation. It has
a constant width of 2.90 m, with the exception of a small stretch north of the No. 3 tower
of 2.8 m. It is grounded on a massive rock that is flooded with mortar. The building is
made of stones with well-formed faces, welded with a large amount of white mortar. The
fortress wall is preserved almost anywhere in a substructure with a height of up to 1.3 m.
Four rectangular towers, two 10 x 10 m; two with dimensions of 6,60 x 8,40 m. Towers № 1,
3 and 4 have a width of 1.85 m sides, and tower № 2 has a width of the walls 3 m.
 Late Antiquity Basilica: The foundations of several buildings, as well as a late antique
basilica, are revealed in the interior of the fortress. The basilica has a length of 20.50 m
and a width of 14.40 m. It is a three-nave, one-apse, with a narthex. It is made of loose
stones with pink mortar. The apse of the temple is made of stone stones, bonded with
pink mortar. Her outer face was plastered. Inside the basilica was found very little
household ceramics from the end of the U-W1 c. At the entrance of the northern ship at
the level of the course was discovered a foil of Justin II and Sofia. In the southern ship,
under the fallen roof and on the level of the passage, pentanomia was opened by the same
rulers.
The construction of the basilica dates back to the 6th century
7. Literature:
M. Nikolov. Rescue archaeological research of the fortress Poros, Foros Peninsula, Kraimorie,
town Bourgas. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2013 Sofia, M. Nikolov 2013.
Sofia, 2014, 245-247.
8. Status of the object:
The entire territory of the peninsula has the status of an urban zone and is in the City Plan of
Bourgas
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the rectangular tower in the Poda area at the old bridge; with the Acra fortress and the city
of Hristosotira
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major
road infrastructure road - Burgas-Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow goes to the Southern
Black Sea coast. Another big factor is the proximity to the regional center - Bourgas, which is
located 10 km north of the site.
The fortress has been studied. The discovered remains are preserved and it is open for visitors..
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The site is in close proximity to the Nature Reserve "Poda" - a biological reserve, which is an
established tourist site; as well as to the rectangular tower in the Poda bridge at the old bridge.
12. Historical significance of the object:
According to the latest research, the Roman road station Pudizo is located in the area. The first
mention of the Poros, a port and settlement in the area of the Foros peninsula, is in an act of the
Constantinople Patriarchate of 1270. The ancient fortress and port are marked in the old Italian
and Catalan sea maps from the 13th to the 16th centuries as such under the name Poro (Strait) or
Poros, which kept the runoff of Mandren Lake (Skef). Byzantine historical sources transmit it to
Greek as "Pyrgos", which has the same meaning.
From the archaeological research it is clear that Foros was inhabited in the 3rd century, probably
in connection with its exceptional features as a harbor - it is located at the outlet of the Mandra
Lake, in a large bay whose landmarks are marked many times until the 19th century inclusive.
Since the 3rd century there have been discovered the earliest buildings - a building with a
hippocampus. At a later stage the peninsula is fortified. There is no definitive evidence of the
chronology of the fortress wall, which at this stage of the studies was placed in the period of late
antiquity. In the 6th century, the entire west and northwest coast of the peninsula are densely
built.
In search of the etymology of the name, which in Latin literally translates Burgos, is also
analyzed a very important monument from the exhibition of the Burgas Museum. This is a twocentury dedicatory inscription that says that during the Roman Empire, bourges (fortresses) were
built along the borders of the Roman colony of Deultum. There is no controversy among
historians that it was in the runoff of Mandren Lake that the port of the large center, which was
preserved by a fortress, was located. Since the second quarter of the 20th century, the territory of
Cape Foros has been used for military purposes and is not accessible until the end of the 90's. In
the northeastern part of the zone, a military unit was built with a zenith battery, burials and a
radiolocation station. In the excavations of their destruction there are remnants of antique and
medieval structures and finds, suggesting that a number of monuments of culture have been
destroyed in the construction of military buildings and shelters.
Archaeological excavation materials are located in RIM-Burgas
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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Rectangular tower in the locality Poda on the old bridge
1. Numbering of the object: BG 02 В

2. Name of the object: Rectangular tower in the locality Poda on the old bridge
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Bourgas
 Inhabited place (Land): town Bourgas
4. Location:
 Locality: in the southwestern part of the Foros peninsula, at the runoff of Mandren Lake
(Skeff).
 Coordinates:
N 42.443720 E 27.469001;
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The tower is located in the southwestern part of
the peninsula at the runoff of the Mandre Lake (Skef). There, until 120 years ago, the old
"Roman bridge" connected with the Black Sea Road was preserved. The tower is on the
second terrace along the rocky shore, now at 0.8 m above sea level. Today, however, the
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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line and the height of the shore is different from the time of its construction, as with the
partitioning of the lake in the 1960s the level of the water column in the runoff increased
considerably and the pressure of the breakwater from the northeast increased. Therefore,
there is a coastline at the base of the tower - there is a gravel and a big stone reef. Thus,
the original surroundings around the tower and its connection to the flow line have been
deleted. There is no possibility to get contact information with a fortress wall along the
shoreline.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Kraimorie: 1.5 km west of the center of Kraimorie
5. Accessibility
 Road infrastructure to the object:
Asphalt road
6. Detailed description of the object:
The construction is from a local sandstone with roughly processed faces, bonded with white
mortar, mixed very rarely large pieces of brick. The face is reserved only in 1-2 rows of the
substructure. At a height of 2 meters on the outer part of the plinth, there are rectangular
openings of santrachi. On the inside, the walls are covered with mortar plaster.
Dimensions of the tower: 3.2 m in height, length of the sides - long (east - west) 6.4 m and short
(north - south) 5.2 m; wall thickness 1 - 1.2 m.
7. Literature:
Ts. Drazheva. Rescue excavations at the object Tower at the old bridge.
8. Status of the object: peninsula "St. Nikola" is a "monument group of national importance ".
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
In the immediate vicinity is the Poros fortress.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major
road infrastructure road - Burgas-Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow goes to the Southern
Black Sea coast. The site is in close proximity to Bourgas. The site has undergone partial
restoration and conservation and is accessible for visitors throughout the year.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Nature Conservation Center – Poda
12. Historical significance of the object::
It is not mentioned in the historical sources

Early Byzantine Fortress Akra
1. Numbering of the object: BG 03 В
2. Name of the object: Early Byzantine Fortress Akra
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Sozopol
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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 Inhabited place (Land): town Chernomorets
4. Location:
 Locality: Peninsula “St. Nikola” cape Akra
 Coordinates:
N 42.456908 E 27. 62 6854; N 42. 45 7090 Е 27.627519; N 42. 459037 Е 27.627025
N 42. 459132 Е 27.62 91 50 centre N 42.45 8246 Е 27.62 74 12



Geographic desrciprion of the object: the peninsula is surrounded by three sides with
high rocks, its highest part is in the central part of the nose – LATITUDE 27 м.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Chernomorets: 1,700 m north-northwest of the city
5. Accessibility
The fortress can be reached by foot or by car, leaving Chernomorets on the old road to Bourgas
and turning right on a dirt road passing through the ruins of the closed military division.
 Surface: heavily grassed area, allowing easy access to the site
 Road infrastructure to the object: from the center of the town in the direction of the
site are asphalt 600 m, then 1300 m is a dirt road.
6. Detailed description of the object
Cape Akra is located in the most northwestern part of the "St. Nikola" and occupies an extremely
strategic location in the southern part of the Bourgas Bay. This location was appreciated at the
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beginning of the 6th century during the reign of Emperor Anastasius, when a massive fortress
wall separating the island from the peninsula was built in connection with the frequent barbarian
invasions. The fortified area is 18 decares.
 Residential buildings: The study of the history of Cape Akra began in 2013, when an
area of 15 acres revealed 150 residential and farm buildings referring to the early
Byzantine era - the end of the V-VI century.
 Fortress wall with towers: The fortress walls are also preserved up to 4 m in height, the
wall thickness is from 2.40 to 3.60 m in the end of the Vromos bay. The wall is wellformed façade with plastered joints. It is built of large stones and stones sealed with white
mortar. To the defense and the elements belong: rectangular tower, pilaster and bastion
on the inside of the wall. The fortress also had a large Christian temple. The tower has
dimensions of 5.80 x 3.70 m. It is integrated to the wall. The walls are 1 m thick. The
entrance was probably in the eastern part of the fortress wall.
 Church: The fortress also had a large Christian temple.
The fortress at Cape Akra was built in the second half of the 5th century during the first
years of Emperor Anastasius' rule. It existed until the Avar invasions in the 1990s.
7. Literature:
Brothers Shkorpil. The Black Sea coast and the neighboring sub-Balkan countries in southern
Bulgaria. Archaeological study - Sat. NW, vv. 4, 1891, 145.
Yv. Hristov. Akra. Study of the Early Byzantine fortress on the peninsula of St. Nicholas near
the town of Chernomorets. T1. S., 2013.
8. Status of the object:
Peninsula "St. Nikola" is a " group monument of national importance".
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
In the immediate vicinity of the fortress is the late antique city of Chrysosotira, which existed at
the same time in a common fortification system.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major
road infrastructure road - Burgas-Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow goes to the Southern
Black Sea coast. The facility is in close proximity to the resort town of Chernomorets, as well as
one of the big tourist centers such as Sozopol. The site has undergone partial restoration and
conservation and is accessible for visitors throughout the year.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
12. Historical significance of the object:
Judging by the vast amount of imported goods, the Akra fortress is emerging as an important
trade center and probably guarded the sea trade routes from Constantinople to the north to the
Black Sea cities.

Late Antique City of Chrysosotira
1. Numbering of the object: BG 04 В
2. Name of the object: Late Antiquity Chrysosotira, town Chernomorets
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3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Sozopol
 Inhabited place (Land): town Chernomorets
4. Location:
 Locality: peninsula "St. Nicholas" on the nose of Chrysosotira (Cape Chervenka)
 Coordinates:
N 42.4309 67 E 27. 651764; N 42. 43 2186 Е 27.652472; N 42. 431711 Е 27.655809
N 42. 429628 Е 27.653566 centre N 42.431070 Е 27.653534
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: the peninsula is surrounded by three sides with
high rocks, its highest part is in the central part of the nose - HB 15 m. The nose is
elongated in the west-east direction of Cape Chervenka. Flat, almost flattened surface.
The nose is located in the northern part of the Gulf of Sozopol. To the north of the site is
the smaller Bay Pahaturi.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Chernomorets: 1, 800 m to the south-southeast
5. Accessibility: is located 500 east of the main road Bourgas - Sozopol
 Surface: low vegetation allowing easy access to the site.
 Road infrastructure to the object: from the center of Chernomorets 1,800 m asphalt
road, follow a 400 m dirt road.
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6. Detailed description of the object
The late Chrysosotira town is situated on an area of 63 acres of Chrysosotira cape on "St.
Nikola". From the city during archaeological excavations are revealed: the fortress wall, towers,
streets and foundations of dwellings.
The fortress wall is built of limestone with mortar. The substructure is dug in 1 m in a thick
loam. The wall is preserved up to a height of 2.20 m. Tower No. 1 is located in the narrowest
part of the peninsula from the mainland. It has dimensions of 8,0 x 8,10 m and wall thickness
1,90 m. Tower № 2 has dimensions 7,60 x 6,0 m and wall thickness 1,60 m. Between tower № 1
and № 2 is a two-armed ladder, 20 meters long. Tower № 3 has dimensions of 7,10 x 6,80
meters. Tower № 4 has a square shape and dimensions of 8,0 x 9,0 m. It is made of well-formed
blocks. Over the floor of the tower (made of stone) begins a three-row brick belt, which is
tracked in places and in the fortress wall. The dwellings are rectangular with a double-sided roof.
The base is stone, above which the superstructure is made of brick. The largest size is the
building № 8 - 6,0 x 13 m.
The fortress is defined by archaeologists as a fortified semi-urban settlement with well-designed
interior planning. It was built in the early Byzantine era during the imperial times of Anastasius Justinian the Great. There are two construction periods registered on the site: the first of the late
V century until the time of Mauricius Tiberius; second from the very end of the 6th century to
the 20-30s of the 7th century.
7. Literature:
Yv. Hristov. Archeological studies of Early Byzantine fortress on the Chrysosotira Peninsula,
land of the town of Chernomorets. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2015,
Sofia, 2016, 365-368.
8. Status of the object: the object is under investigation.
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
In the immediate vicinity of the Acra fortress, existed at the same time in a general fortification
system.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major
road infrastructure road - Burgas-Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow goes to the Southern
Black Sea coast. The object is in close proximity to the resort town of Chernomorets, as well as
one of the big tourist centers such as Sozopol. The site has undergone partial restoration and
conservation and is accessible for visitors throughout the year.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The Akra Fortress
12. Historical significance of the object:
It is not mentioned in the historical sources.

The fortress Urdoviza near Kiten
1. Numbering of the object: BG 10 В
2. Name of the object: The fortress Urdoviza near Kiten
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3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Kiten
 Inhabited place (Land): town Kiten
4. Location
 Locality: peninsula Urdoviza
 Coordinates:
N 42. 236692 E 27.781164; N 42.235818 Е 27. 780799; N 42.234452 Е 27.783675
N 42. 236374 Е 27.784275 centre N 42. 235945 Е 27. 782387

 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The peninsula on which the fortress was
located is about 120 m long and 60 to 80 m wide, the creek connecting it to the continent is
about 40 m wide. The peninsula is steep and 10 to 15 m high, making it inaccessible from the
sea. In ancient times its area was considerably larger, but due to the fact that the main rock is
limestone and when storms collapse, its territory is reduced.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: from the center
of Kiten - on the territory of the city, in its easternmost part
5. Accessibility
The fortress was studied by archaeologists. It has been restored and socialized. It is open for
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visits throughout the year
 Surface: built, overgrown with shrubs and young trees
 Road infrastructure to the object: asphalt road
6. Detailed description of the object
Urdoviza Fortress is situated on the peninsula of the same name in the southeastern part of
today's Kiten. The study of the fortress began by the pioneers in the archeology of our
brothers Hermanglid and Karel Shkorpil in the eighties of the nineteenth century. In 1891,
they described the fortifications found on the coastal cliffs as "a powerful fortress wall up to
three meters long, up to a hundred feet long" and "two semi-circular towers standing forty
strides apart." They find remains of church and residential buildings. Note that there was a
large protective trench on the outside of the wall.
 Fortress wall: The fortress wall was built during the reign of Emperor Anastasius
(492-518) and later in the second half of its rule. It had a north-south direction and
barred access to the peninsula from the west. It was built of local stone with a solder
of white mortar. Its width is 2.10 m. Its base is made of stones, some of which are of
large size. Fortress builders have used an innovative construction technique called
Opus mixtum. This is a construction technique in which horizontal strips of opus
reticulatum and opus latericium alternate. The purpose of these techniques is to avoid
cracking and demolition. One row of five-row brick girders forms a pedestal plinth
and in height (at 1.50 - 1.60 m above the base). In the structure of the fortress wall is
found a second belt - also five-line. The combination is made of hydrophobic mortar
with pieces of ground ceramics. Walls built with opus reticulatum tend to break
diagonally, but by inserting horizontal belts of opus latericium, structural damage to
cracking is greatly reduced. The technique used makes large buildings more resistant
to earthquakes. The findings from a flat window window from the fortress testify that
the buildings were glazed windows.
 Towers: There were two semi-circular observation towers on the wall of the fortress,
among which was the main gate of the fortress. The towers are located 28 m apart and
the two towers are exactly the same: rectangular, with an external dimension of 8 x 8
m. In their outer faces there are significantly wider brick belts (at the north - 9 rows,
at the southern - 11). The underground floor of the towers is used for storage.
Originally, the towers were rectangular, and later rebuilt and thickened. The towers
are made of well-formed stone blocks, arranged in the right rows, with a white mortar
soldered and glued to the joints. The same building is seen at the entrance to the
tower.
 Moat: Outside the wall was reinforced by a moat. Inside the fortress are revealed the
foundations of a church with three apses, built of brick and bricks.
Life in the fortress during the early Byzantine era continued from the first to the
second decades of the sixth century until the first decades of the 7th century. The
earliest coins of that period were the Emperor Phoka (602-610).
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 49 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”



Medieval wall repairs: The antique fortress wall in the Middle Ages underwent
reconstructions: a blockade of the fortress gate, originally located between the towers;
rebuilding the internal (possibly also the external person); the height of the southern
fortress tower. The repairs are made with white mortar. For the time of the repairs,
only the judging gate found on the interior of the fortified gate after the reformed coin
of Alexius I Komnin was judged. The most significant mediaeval layer (in places
over 0.70 m to about 1 m) can be related to the time from the end of XI-XIII c. The
date offered on the basis of the luxury imported articles was confirmed by the coins
found in 2008 of the emperors Alexius I Komninus (1092-1118) and his successor
John II Komninus (1118-1143). The prosperity of the settlement is probably related to
transit maritime trade.
 Chronologically, the next stage of habitation refers to the period XIII-XIV c.
Probably it is related to some fortification repair activities - repairs to the tower and
tower thickening. On the terrain, they are marked with massive clumps of friable
white, highly sandy mortar, just next to the inner face of the wall, showing that the
tread is raised to (slightly above) the upper edge of the first brick zone. That this was
precisely during this period is evidenced by several fragments of the characteristic
ceramics in the XIII-XIV c. Ceramic with decoration in the technique of the sgraffito,
which came into the layer corresponding to these mortar clusters. At the same time,
the tower is adapted for habitation, judged by the partly preserved hearth and casually
built flooring in the southeast corner. Alongside the interior of the wall in the 14th
century, pottery is being developed - another one, probably of the same kind, was
found under the vessel for the firing of pots in 2007.
 The Age of the Bulgarian Renaissance To complement the picture of the occupation
of the peninsula Urdoviza contributes to finding artifacts showing the existence of life
at this place in the XVIII (eventually beginning of the 19th century). For the time
being, these are separate fragments of glazed pots and characteristic fragments of
pipes. They were found immediately below the surface layer of the southern tower.
Similar were found in the last spring walks and on the hill south of the mouth of the
Karaagach River. They are totally synchronous with the study of a sunken ship in the
south Kiten Bay.
7. Literature:
Megaliths in Thrace. Volume III, Part 2. S., 1982, 451-454.
M. Daskalov, Kr. Panayotova 2008, 460-462
8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
The Fortress of Pharmakida; the strongholds of cape “Maslen nos” and the fortress of
Valchanovo Kale.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: The site has great
potential for development as a tourist destination. It is located near a major infrastructure
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road - Burgas - Sozopol - Tsarevo. From here the whole tourist flow passes to the
southernmost parts of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast.
The site is in close proximity to the resort town of Kiten, as well as one of the big tourist
centers such as Sozopol. The site has undergone restoration and conservation and is open to
visitors throughout the year.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
12. Historical significance of the object:
How was the settlement of the ancient age called? In a study on the Black Sea Road on the
Peftinger map, it is stated that the Roman road station Bouacum must be located at the ruins
of the Kiten peninsula. The name Urdoviza, however, belongs to the Thracian settlement
names, formed with the root niz3, which occur in two areas of Black Sea Thrace. The first is
the area around Varna, where Καραβνζία (at the village of Balata) and Βιζονε - this territory
is inhabited by the tribe χροβυζοι. In Southeastern Thrace are Βυζιά, Βυζανθ-η and Urduviza.
We will add that in the Bulgarian part of Strandzha, near the former Urdoviza, there is today
village Vizitsa. According to the researchers, the settlement is one of the few villages in
Strandja, whose population has not been changed at least since the last centuries of the
Middle Ages, before the end of the Second Bulgarian State. Researchers - linguists give
importance to Upper Bizia, ie they give the prefix 'kara' meaning 'upper', 'up'. In this case, the
name of the croissants, as "upper Bizes". Urdoviza will then mean the Lower Bizia, and it
will be necessary to think that in a previously unknown chronological interval in
Southeastern Thrace, a previously unknown historical geography of the tribe “Lower Bizi”
should be located. In any case, regardless of the meaning of the name for the time being, it is
clear that in the antiquity the village of Kiten peninsula had purely Thracian name, belonging
to the most ancient Thracian settlement names. The fact that during the Middle Ages the
Bulgarian port was carrying the ancient Thracian name and not the name Buaticum imposed
by the Romans, it testifies that, as in many places in Bulgaria, the Thracian population has
kept jealously its name, and also because, in spite of the barbaric invasions at the arrival of
the Bulgarian-Slavonic settlers, the Thracian population existed in the region, which was
swallowed and melted by the newcomers and gave us some of the toponyms of the area.
Urdoviza fortress is described in Italian nautical and nautical aids, as well as in a Greek
navigational aid from the 15th century.

The Fortress of Ahtopol
1. Numbering of the object: BG 13 В
2. Name of the object: The Fortress of Ahtopol (Agathapolis, Gatopoli, Gastopolis, Aktepol,
Agathopolis, Ahtemboli, Burgtimun)
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Tsarevo
 Inhabited place (Land): Town Ahtopol
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4. Location:
 Locality: the modern Town Ahtopol
 Coordinates:
N 42. 101587 E 27. 94315 - N 42. 100432 E 27.944477 N 42.101606 E 27.947625
N 42.104264 E 27. 945919 - centre N 42.101868 E 27.945458



Geographic desrciprion of the object: on a peninsula with a north-northerly, northeast
direction with steep banks. From the south is the bay of Ahtopol, which is bounded by the
south of St. Yani. LATITUDE 20 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: the object is in
the features of the modern town of Ahtopol
5. Accessibility
 Surface: built up
 Road infrastructure to the object: asphalt road
6. Detailed description of the object
On the peninsula, in the place of today's Ahtopol there was a significant ancient and medieval
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settlement.
 Fortress wall and towers: The antique fortress wall was built at the end of the 4th to the
beginning of the 5th-6th centuries, with significant repairs during this period. The wall was
situated along the edge of the rocky coast of the peninsula, erected about 20 meters above sea
level. The wall has a thickness of 1.5 to 2 m. Its face is made of semi-worked local stone and
quadrangular Roman bricks in opus mixtum (two rows of bricks at approximately equal
intervals). The filling is made of Roman concrete (small stones and sea ballast, firmly bonded
with mortar). Perhaps the height of the wall is not less than 7-8 m, and on the southwest (to
land) probably 8-10 m. In many places between the houses of the modern city, huge
fragments of the wall protrude, allowing the trace of her to be traced in general. The total
circumference of the enclosed fortified space is about 800-850 m. In the most northeastern
part of the peninsula, outside the outskirts of the fortress there is an open-air rock terrace
with an area of about 3 decares.
 Towers: The wall has been reinforced with towers of which three have been discovered so
far. The western tower is oriented to the southwest - northeast. It has a rectangular plan and
wall thickness of 1.80 m, with external dimensions of 5x8 m and width of the entrance 0.80
m. Probably the southwest side was the main gate of the fortress; There were gates to the port
to the south and to the rocky terrace to the northeast.
Archeological excavations are carried out on the territory of the fortress.
 The Thracian fortress wall of which on the territory of Ahtopol are revealed separate
sections is built of large stones of mud solder. Its construction dates back to the 2nd century
BC (?)
7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. C., 1990, 145.
M. Gyuzelev. The Western Pont between Emine and the Bosphorus during the first millennium
BC. Bourgas 2009, 269-271.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the Fortified Royal Home in locality Golata Niva near the village of Sinemorets.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development after its exploration and restoration.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The Fortified Royal Home near the village of Sinemorets; Museum of the Anchor in Ahtopol
12. Historical significance of the object:
Under Constantine the Great (306-337) rule, the fortress falls into the province of Hemimond
and is experiencing economic gain. In the 6th century the city has a powerful fortress wall and is
the center of an eparchy of the same name. The wall has been repeatedly rebuilt in the Middle
Ages because it has been destroyed twice as a result of terrible earthquakes, which is particularly
noticeable in the collapsing walls and towers.
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Fortress facilities were demolished in the seventeenth century.
The excavation materials are located in a museum collection at the Greek school in Ahtopol;
HM-Tsarevo; RHM-Bourgas; NHM-Sofia.

Fortress "Kaleto" in the land of the village of Slivarovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 23 В
2. Name of the object: Fortress "Kaleto" (Kaldarsko kale, Kaldarskoto kale) in the land of the
village of Slivarovo (Kladira)
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Slivarovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Gradishteto
 Coordinates:
N 41.959997 E 27.671653 ; N 41. 957125 Е 27.671073; N 41.958306 Е 27.670301
N 41.958290 Е 27.671932
centre N 41.958290 Е 27.671116
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 Geographical description of the site:
The fortress is situated on a steep slope about 60 m above the valley of the Rezovo Peninsula,
almost completely enclosed by a large, southward turn of the river. The only access is from
the north, where the saddle in the narrowest part of the isthmus is relatively low and the steep
slope to the fortress provides good natural protection. LATITUDE 234 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Slivarovo: 1.1 km southeast of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with bushes and trees - oak and cherry
 Road infrastructure to the object: 1,8 km dirt road of which 400 m stabilized
6. Detailed description of the object:
The fortress occupies the plateau top of the hill. The fortress wall runs along the upper edge of
the steepest slope and encloses a space of oval shape with approximate dimensions of 100 x 200
m. The fortress wall construction is made of stones with a white mortar. Its thickness is 1 m. The
faces of the wall are made of closely fitting hewn stones of different shape and size in irregular
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rows. Inside, the terrain continues to rise; the highest point is the foundation of a ruined stone
building. In many places inside the surface there are processed stone blocks of different sizes.
From the north is a narrow pedestrian entrance, whose steep approach is partially cut into the
rock - through several cut rock blocks. To the east of the entrance is a tower - the building of
which was lined stones with a mortar made of mortar with crushed brick. Vehicle entrance
(wagons and antique chariots) is located in the southeastern part of the fortress, it is connected to
a road leading to the river.
In the middle of the northern slope, about 50 meters below the fortress wall, the ridge is
surrounded by a second wall, partly formed by rock blocks and partly made of large stones
without mortar marks.
The fortress was built in the 4th century. Materials are found on the site:
 the second phase of the Early Iron Age (VIII-VI BC).
 from the Hellenistic period IV to the end of the 1st century BC, when there was a
settlement in this place.
 The fortress was built and inhabited in the 4th century.
 The site was inhabited again in the middle and the second half of the 6th century. It
was burned during the administration of Justin II and Sofia (565-578).
 The following dates of habitation date back to the 11th century and the occupation
lasted until 1300 years. The fortress was repaired and used during this last medieval
stage.
7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. C., 1990, 165.
L. Vagalinski, S. Aleksandrova, I. Ivanova, I. Cholakov, D. Harbalieva. Ancient settlement near
the village of Slivarovo, Malkotorovska. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in
2010 Sofia, 2011, 372-374.
8. Status of the object:
Monument with regional meaning
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the fortresses on the hills over the River Rezovska.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
After archaeological research, restoration and conservation of the site, it has the potential to be
included in a tourist destination.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Thracian rock sanctuary in the locality Vatralova Polyana, with stone rocks cut in the rock with a
diameter of 10-15 cm; the three-nave basilica "St. Pantaleimon "- at the southern end of the
village.
12. Historical significance of the object:
There is no data on the site in historical sources.
The excavation materials are located in the HM M.Telnovo
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Thracian architectural and archaeological complex in the locality
Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 24 В
2. Name of the object: Thracian architectural and archaeological complex in the locality
Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
 Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Mishkova niva (Bachvarova koliba)
 Coordinates:
N 41. 957934 E 27.500629;
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5

Geographic desrciprion of the object: The site is located on the southeast slope of the
Great Garden, on the left bank of the Delievska river, on a flat terrain with a slight
displacement to the south of the river Rezovska, which surrounds the site from the south
and east.
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 3 km southwest of the town
Accessibility
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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Surface: overgrown with grasses
Road infrastructure to the object: 1 km of asphalt from M. Tarnovo and about 2.5 km
of black stabilized road.
6. Detailed description of the object:
The archaeological complex includes a tomb with a monumental crepida. It was partially
explored in 1981. The tomb is domed. It is made of large local marble blocks connected with
brackets, without solder. The bottom of the chamber was cylindrical, and the upper part of the
granary dome was shaped with characteristic wedge blocks. The chamber has a diameter of 2.70
m. The southwest turned dromos is 5.30 m long, 1.47 m wide and 1.85 m high. It was covered
with a semi-cylindrical vault. Almost in the middle of the dromos is a side rectangular chamber,
built of mud stones of mud with white mortar on the inside; it was covered with two large
horizontal marble slabs. The camera has a size of 2.10 x 1.40 m. The flooring in the chamber and
dromos is made of large irregular blocks with a thickness between 0.25-0.30 m.
In the façade blocks, the semi-cylindrical arch of the dromos is underlined with concentric
plastic belts, and a richly profiled triangular pediment with embossed shield, spear, palm-raised
hands in a triangular field, and half-palms in the antefixes. The gable is 2.62 inches long and
1.34 meters tall.
The mound is surrounded by a monumental crepe of large marble blocks in three rows with a
total height of 1.80 m and a diameter of 23 m. Concentrically to the outer crepida - there is a
second inner crepida - built of lump of unprocessed granite with a diameter of 17 m.
From this site, altars were carried in Malko Tarnovo with a visit to Apollo Avlilarok, to
Dionysus and Zeus, a plate dedicated to Heracles.
At the southwest foot of the mound, you can see the entrance to the tomb revealing a large
pavement of marble slabs on which large marble blocks are scattered. There are scattered
fragments of several broken marble troughs around. There is evidence of the existence of an
ancient water pipe with clay pipes descending from the slope of the Great Garden in the direction
of the mound.
Based on the material found and the way of building tombs, its dating dates back to II-III c.
7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. C., 1990, 159.
M. Russeva. Thracian cult architecture. Yambol, 2000.
8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the necropolis in the
locality Propada.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site, after its restoration, has great potential for its development as a tourist attraction.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto".
12. Historical significance of the object::
The project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
March 2018

Page 59 of 78

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha
(Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects”

The cult complex in Mishkova niva has played a major role in the religious life of Thracian
tribes from the whole mountain. The materials from the site are located in the HM in M.Tarnovo.

Necropolis with Shaft graves in Propada near Malko Tarnovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 26 В
2. Name of the object: Necropolis with Shaft graves in the locatity Propada near Malko Tarnovo

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
 Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Propaditsa (Sushitsa)
 Coordinates:
N 41. 983904 E 27.484585; N 41. 982939 Е 27.484456; N 41.982245 Е 27.489317
N 41.983075 Е 27.489360 centre N 41.983250 Е 27.486988
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The necropolis is situated in the “tongue”of a
ridge in the west-east direction (with eastward displacement); between two gullies that
flow east to the Sushitsa River. The “tongue”is surrounded by the north with the
dominant hills "The Big and the Little Volog". LATITUDE 400-470 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 2.5 km southwest of the town
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5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown hornbeam
 Road infrastructure to the object: 3.5 km of asphalt and follow a 200-meter marked
trail to the beginning of the necropolis
6. Detailed description of the object:
A mound necropolis, consisting of more than 50 mounds with shaft graves and monumental
burial facilities. The necropolis is under investigation since 1999.
Cistern graves are located mostly under mound embankments, but there are also dug in between
mounds. Mound embankments are small in size - a height of 0.50 to 1.50 m and a diameter
between 6 and 9 m. The grave facilities are made of local marble, some of the slabs are precisely
processed. The roof slabs of the graves are 3 or 4 in number and the mound over them is between
10 - 30 cm. Their average dimensions are: length about 2 m and width between 80 and 1 m. In
85% of the cases the cemetery graves are laid more than one body, with the number of buried in
one grave reaching 9 individuals. The bones of the last buried are located in the center of the
grave, and the ones of the previous ones are located, towards it, mostly along the left wall of the
grave. In most cases, more attention is paid to the skull and careful care is observed. In 90% of
the graves explored, the burial inventory is located on the right side of burial (when the material
is in situ). Some of the mounds have more than one grave. The construction of secondary graves,
which are almost close to the main grave in the mound, can be explained by the rapid death of
some of the relatives in the family when it was not possible to place the body in the previously
built grave, b.c. the body of the former deceased is not yet decomposed.
In general, the very architecture of the mounds with shaft graves (with more than one buried in
them) suggests its intentional construction in a way that allows them to be used as family burial
facilities. Thus, for example, the small mound embankment covering the grave is easily
removable and easy to recover. Roof tiles are made with smaller dimensions to make it easier to
open and close. For comparison, in one tomb graves the roof slabs are one to three in number and
are much more massive, which can be explained by the idea that the tombstone will not be
opened any more.
The period of construction of the cemetery graves is III-IV c.
7. Literature:
Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - In:
Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 1999-2000 Sofia, 2001, 65-66.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - In:
Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2001 Sofia, 2002, 71-72.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - In:
Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2002 Sofia, 2003, 75-76.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - In:
Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2003 Sofia, 2004, 87.
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - In:
Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2004 Sofia, 2005, 148-150.
D. Agre. Family burial facilities from the territory of Central Strandzha (1st millennium BC - 4th
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century AD). - In: The lands of Bulgaria cradle the Thracian culture, Vol.II. С., 2005, 104-109.
D. Agre, D. Dichev. Mounds of the Roman Age in Central Strandzha. – INIM, Vol. ХV, 2005,
43-74.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. Connection of the site with other sites in the region
With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the cult site in Mishkova
niva.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for its development as a tourist destination. In fact, the necropolis in
the Propada area is the only site on the territory of Bulgaria, in which are presented almost all
possible types of tombstones from the Roman epoch discovered up to now. At this stage, the
existing infrastructure to the Propada is the best to an archaeological site on the territory of the
municipality of Malko Tarnovo, which significantly facilitates the easy transformation of the
necropolis into a prime cultural and tourist destination.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The necropolis is located on the territory of Park Strandja. About 2 km to the west is the nature
reserve "Vitanovo", where the Bratanovata cave is located.
12. Historical significance of the object:
The excavation materials are located in HM Malko Tarnovo

Golyamo Kale fortress near the village of Mladezhko
1. Numbering of the object: BG 32 В
2. Name of the object: Golyamo Kale fortress near the village of Mladezhko (Karamlak, Temna
reka)
3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Mladezhko
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4. Location:
 Locality: locality Virat (Studenata voda)
 Coordinates:
N 42. 151630 E 27. 353305; N 42.151137 Е 27. 352854; N 42.149689 Е 27.356073
N 42.150834 Е 27.356631 centre N 42. 150612 Е 27. 354721
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The fortress is located at the eastern end of a tall
plateau shaped tongue, surrounded by the north, east and south of the valleys of the rivers
Bliznashka and Suluksu, merging at the foot of the valley and starting the Mladejka
River. The “tongue” is northwest-southeast. LATITUDE 301 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Mladezhko village: 1 km west of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with a forest - oaks
 Road infrastructure to the object: 850 m asphalt and 300 m trail
6. Detailed description of the object:
The site is an island of approximately 20 meters from the river level, about 150 meters above sea
level.
In the plan their fortress irregular oval shape. It is enclosed to the east, south and west with a
fortification wall. The north fortress is naturally protected by the vertical rock bank of the
Bliznashka River. The enclosed area is 41.5 decares.
 Fortress wall: The wall is made of large stones that form the two faces, and a filling of small
stones. Its thickness is the same 0.90 m. Anywhere in the wall is not used mortar. The
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fortress has two opposite entrances - one to the east and the other to the west, both of which
are flanked on one side by a tower. To the west, where there is a natural access to the
fortress, the wall is double, with another passing by the main one. In the same direction, the
ridge is intersected in two more places with partition walls and for this reason the total
enclosed area reaches 80 decares.
 Towers: 40 to 85 m from each other on the fortress wall are built rectangular towers,
protruding outwards, traces of 10 towers
 In the interior of the fortress, on the south and south-east slopes, over an area of about 100
decares, there are clear traces of the places. The archaeological excavations were carried out
on the fortress and on the basis of the discovered materials its construction dates back to IVc.
7. Literature:
Georgi P. Ayanov. Malko Tarnovo and its outskirts. Bourgas, 1939, 154.
P. Deliradev. Contribution to the Historical Geography of Thrace. V. I. Sofia, 1953, 164.
Megaliths in Thrace, Part II. Volume III, Sofia 1982, 378-388.
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. Sofia, 1990, 164.
8. Status of the object:
Monument with regional meaning
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With "Malkoto Kale" in the land of the village of Mladezhko;
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
After exploring the fortress, it has great potential for turning it into a tourist attraction.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The caves in the area of the village, the largest is the Mladezhko cave; The entrance of one of
them is located in the enclosed area of the fortress, outside the inner fortress; holy spring known for its healing water, revered by the local population on August 15 - the day of "The
Virgin Mary".
12. Historical significance of the object:
The materials from the site are in RHM Burgas

Descriptions of objects from the Middle Ages
The Fortress "Malkoto Kale" near the village of Ravadinovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 05 В
2. Name of the object: The Fortress "Malkoto Kale" near the village of Ravadinovo
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3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Bourgas
 Municipality: Sozopol
 Inhabited place (Land): village Ravadinovo
4. Location:
 Locality: the fortress is situated on a slightly flattened plateau of the eastern branch of
Kale Bair peak.
 Coordinates:
N 42.338662 E 27. 679482; N 42. 338995 Е 27.681843; N 42. 337663 Е 27.682079
N 42. 337251 Е 27.679847 centre N 42.338202 Е 27.680748 LATITUDE 280 м
 Geographic desrciprion of the object:
at the southeast end of the Karaman ridge in the Meden Rid and 4 km from the seashore at
the Alepou lagoon..
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Ravadinovo: about 5 km south of the village of Ravadinovo.
5. Accessibility
 Surface: the entire area of the fortress is overgrown with oak, pine
 Road infrastructure to the object: a distance of 400 m to the site reaches a dirt road
from the village of Ravadinovo, then passes through a forested terrain - on foot.
6. Detailed description of the object:
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The enclosed area is about 4 acres and has an irregular oval shape elongated east-west. The
fortress wall follows the outlines of the plateau, including the crown of large stone and rock
cliffs. It is made of limestone, without solder and without striving to align the rows. The entrance
is located in the narrow pass between two currencies 6 meters high at the southeastern end of the
fortress. The archeological research of the fortress in 1973 distinguishes four cultural layers.
 The first one refers to the beginning of the Early Iron Age (11th-9th centuries BC). The
openings are residential, the walls of which in the lower part were made of bricks and
hedges, plastered with roasted clay and some have floors, plastered with well-ground and
baked clay. The dwellings are dug into the mainland and are surrounded by medium-sized
stones. In their construction, the large natural rocks are also used. They are rectangular,
rounded corners, lengths 2,20-2,80 m and width up to 2,0 m.
 The second cultural layer is from VI-V bc. The character of the dwellings remains
unchanged; the continuity in the planning of the settlement is preserved.
 The third cultural layer is from the end of the 4th to the middle of the 2nd century BC.
Probably at the end of the 4th century BC. the main fortress wall was built. The area of the
settlement is growing and it goes beyond the boundaries of the fortress. Housing and rich
materials have been discovered. The fortress wall (width 1.80 to 2.80 m is made of loam
stone without solder). Towards the middle of the 2nd century BC the fortress was abandoned
as a result of burning.
 The fourth cultural layer is from 4th to 6th century; it corresponds to the final stage of the
castle's inhabitation.
7. Literature:
Brothers Shkorpil. The Black Sea coast and the neighboring sub-Balkan countries in southern
Bulgaria. Archaeological study -. NW, book. 4, 1891, 145.
P. Deliradev, Contribution to the Historical Geography of Thrace, Vol. I. Sofia, 1953, 81.
Megaliths in Thrace. S., 1976, 131-155;
The Megaliths in Thrace, Vol. III, Part 2. S, 1982, 360-390.
8. Status of the object:
With local significance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
Probable connection with other fortifications on the rigge Meden Rid and the alleged connection
with Apollonia.
10 Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
Difficult accessible site away from existing infrastructure. The site may be of interest to be fond
of the archaeological past.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
The mouth of the Ropotamo River and the Ropotamo Nature Reserve.
12. Historical significance of the object:
There is no historical information about the site but its rich layers speak of a long period of
habitation from the 11th to the 2 nd centuries BC. After a break the life of the site was resumed
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in the 4th and 6th centuries AD.

Fortress "Gradishteto" near the village of Bulgari
1. Numbering of the object: BG 18 В
2. Name of the object: Fortress "Gradishteto" near the village of Bulgari
3. Administrative affiliation
State: Bulgaria
District: Bourgas
Municipality: Tsarevo
Inhabited place (Land): village of Bulgari

4. Location:
 Locality: Gradishtete locality, on the territory of Park Strandja
 Coordinates:
N 42.131026 E 27.732456; N 42.129825 Е 27.732252; N 42.129467 Е 27.735160
N 42.130334 Е 27.735299 centre N 42.130111 Е 27.733969
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The fortress is situated in a naturally fortified
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place - a hill dominating the surrounding area. From the south and west the hill is steep
and from the north almost vertical, the hill is most accessible from the east. LATITUDE
251,10 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Bulgari: 4,700 km northeast of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with bushes and trees - oak and cherry
 Road infrastructure to the object: The site is accessible by car or on foot. The road is
well reinforced; 4 km east of the fortress is stabilized, 2,0 km - asphalt.
6. Detailed description of the object:
From the archaeological excavations in 2003 a part of the fortress walls, premises from the
outside to the wall were studied, church.
 Fortress walls surround an area of about 11 decares. They follow the ridge of the hill
and have an elliptical shape. The fortress wall is made of loose stones, with no solder
in the opus implectum. The two faces on the wall are made of stones of different sizes
(from the north are the largest ones), arranged close together in relatively straight
lines; between them there is a filling of smaller stones. The wall has a preserved
height of 1.50 m and a width of 2.80 to 3.0 m. The foundations are laid directly on the
rocks (from the north)
 In front of the wall from the north, contraforces were revealed. They are issued 25
cm from the face of the wall and are 0.70 m wide. In height, each row is made of two
stones.
 Church: The second phase of the fortress's use is in the 11th-12th centuries. During
this time, a tiny church was built at the highest place in the fortress. The foundations
of the church lie on a layer of late antiquity. The church refers to the group of singlenaved unapodic churches without a narthex and represents a small rectangular
building. It has a semicircular apse. The altar space is not architecturally separated
from the althar. Approximate dimensions of most of the stones used for the
construction range from about 0.20-0.30 m in width and length from 0.30 to 0.40 m.
The church has the following dimensions: length 12.75; width 6.0 m.
 Premises in front of the western wall: The room is preserved in a row of stones and a
height of about 0.25 m. It is made of stones with two faces and a filling of smaller
ones in the middle. The northern wall of the room is glued to the joint to the outer
face of the fortress wall. In the corner angle the preserved height is 0.50 m.
Dimensions of the inner space - length 6.0 m; 2.10 at the north end and 2.0 m at the
south. The entrance is from the south side. It is 0.90 m wide. No earlier materials
have been found in this room. The discovered finds allow its construction to be
referred to the 11th-12th century and linked to the second period of use of the
fortress.
The fortress was erected at the beginning of the 6th century, and perhaps the construction began
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with Anastasius (491-518) or Justin I (518-527) when a considerable number of fortresses were
built. It has entered the system of the third barrier line, shaped in Strandja, which is one of the
essential elements in the Byzantine defense. The fortress is not inhabited for a long time but only
in a moment of acute threat. This acute threat can be attributed to the period from the last third of
the 6th c., namely 578 year, with some interruptions continuing in 581 when the great Slavs Avarian attacks on the Balkan Peninsula and over 100,000 Slavs invaded the Danube, leading to
the devastation of Thrace and many other lands of the Balkan Peninsula.
7. Literature:
D. Agre. Archaeological excavations of the fortress "Gradishteto" near the village of Bulgari,
Tsarevo municipality. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2003 Sofia 2004, 151152.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. Connection of the site with other sites in the region
With the fortress "Kaleto" on the territory of the village of Kondolovo; with the fortress
"Golyamoto Kale" near the village of Mladezhko, Malko Tarnovo Municipality.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site has great potential for development after its restoration.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
"Marzovo Kale" near the village of Kondolovo, about 800 m northwest on the other side of the
River Trionska;
village of Bulgari - developed tourist attraction - center of fire-dancing in Bulgaria; included in
the UNESCO list
12. Historical significance of the object:
The fortress is part of the defensive system of the capital of Byzantium - Constantinople (Istanbul).
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Early Christian and Medieval monastery complex near the village of
Voden

1. Numbering of the object: BG 36 Y
2. Name of the object: Early Christian and Medieval monastery complex near the village of
Voden, Municipality of Bolyarovo
3. Administrative affiliation
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 State: Bulgaria
 District: Yambol
 Municipality: Bolyarovo
 Inhabited place (Land): village of Voden
4. Location:
 Locality: locality “Rakopki”
 Coordinates:
N 42.050893 E 26.912397; N 42.050338 Е 26. 913097 N 42. 050844 Е 26.913719
N 42.051353 Е 26.913105 centre N 42.050746 Е 26. 913153
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: It is located at the end of a South-North
language. From the east is surrounded by a gully - right tributary of the river of
Vodenska; 400 m west of the neighboring hill is the Little Kale - a fortress from the
period X -XII century and 800 m from the “Druma”locality. LATITUDE 340 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of the village of Voden: 2.9 km southeast of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: 3.4 km of black stabilized road
6. Detailed description of the object:
The Early Christian cult complex consists of Martirion, which is essentially a tomb and church, a
chapel above it. Later this chapel was extended into a basilica building, a church.
The whole complex is surrounded by fortified walls and towers. Entry into it was from the east.
• Martirion. It consists of a tomb and a chapel above it. The tomb is one-chamber with crypt,
orientated West-East. A natural cave was used, where the tomb was transferred to the tomb.
At the bottom and lead 37 steps cut into the rock. Builders have formed three playgrounds.
To the first entrance of the tomb are five steps, the pages of the entrance are made of brick.
Above the entrance lies a large marble slab, which is used in the chapel as an altar table.
From the entrance to the first site leads an arched passage-corridor, long and narrow, located
transversely to the central axis. To the left and right of the entrance there are two niches,
which are actually natural cavities in the cave. The niche to the left of the entrance is
designed for a tombstone and to the right for funeral gifts. Stone and bricks are used as
building material. A part of the plaster is retained on the walls. It is limestone, with striped
horizontal and vertical lines resembling marble lining. In the middle of the first site is the
staircase to the next entrance and the next playground. The entrance was also covered by a
large stone slab. From the stairway entrance you reach the second playground. The staircase
follows the natural passage of the cave. The site is brick-built. There is an armed entrance.
From it, again down the stairs, it reaches the third playground. To the left of the staircase a
brick wall has strengthened the passageway. Immediately to the edge of the brick wall was
built an altar-place for the drink. The natural cavity of the cave ends at the third playground
with two galleries. The first gallery is a small, almost round niche, the cavity has a wellThe project is co-funded by EU through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria–Turkey Programme
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formed entrance, plastered with mortar. The second gallery is narrow, wedge-shaped. The
entrance to it is covered with a brick vault caught in the rocks.
Undoubtedly the tomb belonged to a higher spiritual head whose life was dedicated to the
spread of Christianity on these lands.
 Above the cave-tomb there is a cross-shaped building-chapel. The central space of
the chapel is a square and is located just above the cave-tomb. There are four niches
oriented in the main directions of the world, turned and open to the center. The roof of
the tomb has shaped the floor of the church. The church was plastered on the inside
and outside with lime plaster. The exterior plaster is striped with incised vertical and
horizontal lines resembling a marble lining. The characteristic plan of the building
over the cave-tomb, its four niches, forming a cross of equal height, which rose high,
gave this structure to be called a martyrion - a cult building in which the relics of a
senior spiritual servant whose lives and activity the first Christian missionaries were
canonized by the church and, as the Byzantine sources point out, seven of them were
buried with honors in similar buildings in Thrace. Unfortunately, the cave has been
entering for years, since the end of the last century, and the site itself has the name
"Razkopki "(Excavations), and all the traces of the person who was buried there are
lost.
The tomb and the church over it arise in the middle of the 4th century in connection with the
spread of Christianity on our lands. In the 6th century, when the martyrone was narrow for the
worshipers, the complex was expanded. The walls of the northern and southern niches of the
marter are cut to create the connection between the marquee and the new construction. From the
northern and southern sides of the chapel are two new wings, ending in the east with apses.
Under the plan, the new building looks like a basilica with three apses to the east and seven
ships. The old cross-building with the apse remains at the center. Since the new building is not
clearly distinguishable, it is a basilica structure.
 The new building is covered corridors-galleries that provide the worshipers with covered
areas when circling Martirion as required by the religious ritual. At first, this ritual was
performed in the open sky, and in the 4th century the active building worship of the mighty
Byzantine Empire covers the by-pass galleries. From the west, the new building has three
entrances, and there is a covered portico in front of them. The whole building had a doublefaced cover, the same cross of the old building remaining in the center was again dominant.
In front of the western facade, three new tombs were built, which are related to the Christian
employees in the complex. The construction of the basilica has been shaped by a deep
passage-entrance from the west. Around the entrance, on both sides, was built a fence wall,
to which was formed a monastery complex that existed from the end of the 6th century to the
beginning of the 8th century. The basilica building was frescoed in the VI century and once
again in XI century. Small fragments of frescoes are preserved in the central apse, its
northeast corner, and column bases separating the interior space of 7 ships. According to the
preserved fragments we can conclude that the predominant colors are red, grass green, dark
blue and black. Frescoes are preserved from the skylights with characteristic wavy lines.
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There are medallions on the north wall of the church. Several fragments depict the human
eye, foot. All this speaks of a richly painted church. The frescoes show that the church was
written no later than the middle of the 6th century.
At the end of the 6th century AD a monastery was formed around the tomb and the church,
which continued to exist until the beginning of the 13th century when it was destroyed by the
Crusaders in their eastern trips
At the end of the 6th century AD a monastery was formed around the tomb and the church,
which continued to exist until the beginning of the 13th century when it was destroyed by the
Crusaders in their eastern trips.
 The medieval monastery is made of small to large litho and river stones, bonded with white
mortar. The thickness of the walls varies between 0.60 and 1.10 m. The maximum preserved
height is 2.42 m. The external dimensions of the monastery are 53.50 m (east-west) x 43.50
m (north-south). There are three stages of site repairs. The last stage is connected with the
extensions of the western gate, which is issued 6 m in front of the face of the western wall
and in a room with an external dimension of 4.75 m (east-west) x 12.50 m (north-south),
which is clinging to the northern wall. During the course of their alignment, the bricks are
placed in vertical and horizontal rows. This mode of construction distinguishes them against
the background of the rest of the construction equipment in the religious complex. The total
built-up area of the archaeological site is 5 decares.
Each of the inner walls of the main entrance of the monastery is reinforced with 4 masonry
columns. They are located relatively equidistant from each other and support the arched structure
of the gate of the monastery complex. In some sections, lime putty is preserved on the walls.
On the southern wall of the monastery three contraforces are revealed. They are projected from
0.20 to 0.30 m in front of the wall of the fortress wall and are from 0.80 to 0.90 m wide.7.
Literature:
N. Tancheva. Early Christian church and tomb at the village of Voden, Yambol district. - Burgas,
1984.
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S.,1990, 179-180.
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region.
With the late antique fortress of Potamukastel. The fortress is located 4.5 km south of the village
and is known among the local population as "Golyamoto kale" and with the fortress "Malkoto
Kale" 2.5 km south of the village.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
The site, along with "Golyamoto and Malkoto Kale", has great potential for development as a
tourist destination..
11. Other landmarks near the site:
12. Historical significance of the object:
Historical sources mention a route that linked the interior of the province of Thrace with the
capital of the Byzantine Empire - Constantinople during the Middle Ages and passed directly to
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the Early Christian complex.
The materials from the site are in RHM Yambol

Late antiquity fortress near the village of Melnitsa
1. Numbering of the object: BG 37 Y
2. Name of the object: Late Antiquity fortress near the village of Melnitsa, Elhovo municipality
(Dermendersko gradishte, Asara)

3. Administrative affiliation
 State: Bulgaria
 District: Yambol
 Municipality: Elhovo
 Inhabited place (Land): village Melnitsa
4. Location:
 Locality: locality Gradishte
 Coordinates:
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N 42.042589 E 26.544737; N 42.042920 Е 26.544158 N 42.043816 Е 26.545236
N 42.043203 Е 26.545816
centre N 42.043159 Е 26.544963
 Geographic desrciprion of the object: The site occupies the highest and most flat part
of a hill overlooking the surrounding terrain on all sides, from three sides surrounded by
deep river valleys of the Dermen dere, and from the south, where it is most accessible, its
slopes descend relatively smooth to a saddle connecting it with the surrounding hills. It
seems that life was not only in the outline of the fortress, but also on the slopes of the hill
as well as on the surrounding terraces. LATITUDE 220 м
 Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site:
- from the center of Melnitsa village: 1.6 km west-southwest of the village
5. Accessibility
 Surface: overgrown with grass
 Road infrastructure to the object: 2,5 km of black stabilized road and 200 m of trail
6. Detailed description of the object:
The fortress is approximately rectangular and has an area of 5 decares (dimensions 120 x 60 m).
Over the years, the fortress has been the subject of intensive treasure hunting, which has led to
the discovery of numerous metal finds, among which the collection of 134 medieval stamps
dating back to the VIII / IX-XII century and particularly the impressive existence of Byzantine
secular and possibly spiritual administration place.
The study of the site in 2017 outlines the following general preliminary picture of the
stratigraphy and the chronology of the site. There are three periods of habitation - (late) iron age,
late antiquity and Middle Ages.
 Fortress wall: During the late antiquity (V c.), A fortress was built, from which are
preserved walls, foundations of towers and buildings. The fortress wall surrounds the site
on the edge of the highest and most flat part of the hill. It is built of well-cut stones and
large bricks with mortar (opus mixtum)
 Towers: In the four corners of the fortress there are foundations of square towers. Inside
the object are the foundations of a quadrangular tower.
7. Literature:
Shkorpil,, Memorials in Bulgarian, Title I, part I, Thrace, Sofia, 1888, 72.
D. Dimitrova, J. Popov, Archaeological Monuments in the Yambol District, Sofia.
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. C., 1990, 184.
A. Agreg, C. Kirilov. Archaeological excavations of the late Antique and Medieval fortress
"Gradishteto" near the village of Melnitsa, Elhovo, Municipality Yambol. - In: Archaeological
discoveries and excavations in 2017 Sofia, 2018
8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. Connection of the site with other sites in the region
Fortresses along the Tundzha river in the section between Adrianople (Edirne) and Yambol
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction:
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The site has great potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination. He is among the few similar
sites in Bulgaria where the Byzantine secular and spiritual administration is witnessed. In this
part of Bulgaria is the only medieval Byzantine episcopate.
11. Other landmarks near the site:
Two caves with archaeological materials in them
12. Historical significance of the object:
The fortress has information from medieval travel books. Noting its access to trans-regional
communications, and in particular to the Adrianopol-Kabile route, with two of its routes being in
the immediate vicinity of the fortress.
The materials from the site are in EAM – Elhovo.
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Appendix 1. Signatures to images in the order of their
occurrence in the report
Pic. 1. Thracian rock sanctuary in the locality “Begliktash” (BG 09 В)
Pic. 2. Dolmen in the locality “Kiryak Stoyanova kashla” near the village of Belevren (BG 34 В)
Pic. 3. Dolmen on the locality “Tsarvandakovi kushi”, near the village of Belevren (BG 35 В)
Pic. 4. Dolmen in the locality Bakaren izvor near the village of Evrenezovo, municipality of
Malko Tarnovo (BG 39 В)
Pic. 5. Dolmen in locality “the Caves” near the village of Goliam Dervent, Elhovo municipality
(BG 40 Y)
Pic. 6. Dolmen in the locality “Byalata treva” (the White Grass) near the village of Bulgarska
Polyana, Topolovgrad Municipality
(BG 41 H)
Pic. 7. Dolmen in locality “Nachevi Chairi” near the village of Hlyabovo, Topolovgrad
Municipality (BG 42 H)
Pic. 8. Dolmen in the locality “Mangara” near the village of Hlyabovo, Topolovgrad
municipality (BG 43 H)
Pic. 8. The fortress „Pharmakida” (BG 06 В)
Pic. 9. Tomb and Shaft grave in two mounds in the village of Brodilovo (BG 11 В)
Pic. 10. Fortified royal home in the locality Pastich, near the village of Brodilovo (BG 12 В)
Pic. 11. Fortified royal home in the locality Golata niva, near village Sinemorets (BG 15 В)
Pic. 12. Fortress “Poros”, Foros Peninsula, q. Kraimorie, town Bourgas (BG 01 В)
Pic. 13. Rectangular tower in the locality Poda on the old bridge (BG 02 В)
Pic. 14. Early Byzantine Fortress Akra (BG 03 В)
Pic. 15. Late Antique City of Chrysosotira, town Chernomorets (BG 04 В)
Pic. 16. The fortress Urdoviza near Kiten (BG 10 В)
Pic. 17. The Fortress of Ahtopol (BG 13 В)
Pic. 18. Fortress “Kaleto” in the land of the village of Slivarovo (BG 23 В)
Pic. 19. Thracian architectural and archaeological complex in the locality Mishkova niva, near
Malko Tarnovo (BG 24 В)
Pic. 20. Necropolis with Shaft graves in Propada near Malko Tarnovo (BG 26 В)
Pic. 21. Golyamo Kale fortress near the village of Mladezhko (BG 32 В)
Pic. 22. The Fortress “Malkoto Kale” near the village of Ravadinovo (BG 05 В)
Pic. 23. Fortress “Gradishteto” near the village of Bulgari (BG 18 В)
Pic. 24. Early Christian and Medieval monastery complex near the village of Voden,
Municipality Bolyarovo (BG 36 Y)
Pic. 25. Early Christian and Medieval monastery complex near the village of Voden
Municipality Bolyarovo (BG 36 Y)
Pic. 26. Late antiquity fortress near the village of Melnitsa, Municipality Elhovo (BG 37 Y)
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