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Introduction
The current document is a report on the implementation of Stage 2 of the project "CB005.1.22.166 Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz) / Sakar area based on archaeological and historical objects" and consists of two parts. The first part contains a structured description of some of the most significant archaeological sites according to the classification criteria developed at Stage 1 of project implementation. The descriptions of the sites are divided into four groups according to their periodization: Megalithic culture, Thracian culture, Antiquity and the Middle Ages.

The second part presents a proposal for possible thematic routes selected on the basis of the most significant archaeological sites of different ages. Five possible thematic routes are proposed, each of which identifies the most significant archaeological sites described in the implementation reports of Stages 1 and 2 of the project.

The collection and preparation of materials for archaeological sites documented in this report was implemented after processing the relevant scientific literature stored in a library of the National Archaeological Institute with a museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences as well as scientifically popular literature and archival materials stored the Ethnographic-Archaeological Museum, the town of Elhovo, the Municipal Historical Museum, the town of Tsarevo, the Historical Museum, the town of Malko Tarnovo, the Regional History Museum, the town of Yambol and the Municipal Historical Museum, the town of Sredets.

Descriptions of objects from the Megalithic culture (1 st half of I millennium BC)

Dolmen in the locality Lozata near the village of Belevren 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 45 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality Lozata near the village of Belevren 
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Sredets 

· Inhabited place (Land): village of Belevren
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Lozyata (Sharap yolu)
· Coordinates:

N 42. 105176  E 27.157749;    

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is situated on a slope with southeast exposure, which descends from Popkuru peak, to the river of the Voyianska River, which is one of the tributaries of the Sara (Karaevrenska, Belevrenska) river.

· The Dolmen is located on a slope with a southeast orientation, which descends from Mount Popkuru to the river of the Lozyanska River, which is one of the tributaries of the Sredska (Karaevrenska, Belevrenska) River. ALTITUDE 478 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Belevren: 2,1 km northwest of the village 

5 Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: From the village 2,3 m stabilized road; follows 1 km of dirt road.

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The mound embankment of the dolmens consists of small and medium-sized lump of untreated stones. It has a diameter of 15 m and a height of about 1 m.

The Dolmen is a two-chamber building with dromos and façade. It is relatively well preserved. The roofing plate of the camera is damaged and the roof of the first camera is missing. It is made of granite.

· The burial chamber has a length of 2, 25 m. width 1, 75 m. The walls of the chamber are made of one massive stone slab. The upper edge of the walls is slightly bent inwards. Traces of processing are noticed on the upper foundations of the walls where the roof slab lies. The slopes between the walls in the base are filled with rough stones. The floor of the tomb chamber was covered with plate stones, tightly arranged side by side 
· The roof of the Burial Chamber is composed of a massive stone slab shifted to the north-east corner. Traces of processing are missing.
· The ante-chamber: The walls of the camera are made of one solid slab. This camera has dimensions: length 1.46 m, width 1.52 m. The roof slab is missing; a large part of the likely roofing plate is found 4.20 m south of the eastern façade of the dolmens. It has dimensions: 1.30 x 0.95 m and thickness 0.31 m. The floor of this chamber has been covered with slab stones
· Dromos. The base of the west left wall of the dromos is a stone used in the following dimensions: length 0.90 m, height 0.50 m, thickness 0.20 m, width 1.15 m. There is no data on the Dromos .
· Western facade. The southern face of the stone from the dromos wall serves as the first stone of the facade. After that it is made of stones of different sizes in rough rows, selecting as flat as possible stones. In height the size of the plates is increased. Preserved height of the façade 0,50 m; a preserved length of 3.10 m from the dromos face.

· Eastern façade. It is more precisely crafted, more stones are selected from the western façade. It is grasped in the rough rows. 

The foundations of the eastern and western façade follow the contours of the terrain.

A large amount of pottery, bronze ornaments, amber beads were found in the dolmens.

On the basis of the materials found, the construction of the dolmen should be referred to the beginning of the 8th c.

The Dolmen had been in operation for a certain period of time, and various burial rituals related to the memorial practice of the past had been performed in front of the facade.

Dolmen was fully explored in 2005.

7. Literature:
The Megaliths in Thrace, part 2. Vol.ІІІ. Sofia, 1982, 329-330.

Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 166.

D. Agre. Archeological excavations of the Dolmen in the Lozyata village of Belevren, municipality of Sredets. - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2005 Sofia, 2006.

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the dolmens in the locality "Tsurvadakovite kashli", "Kiryak Stoyanovata kashla", the dolmens in the village of Kirovo and Granichar.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen was studied in 2005. This dolmen, together with the other studied dolmens in the village of Belevren, as well as the religious sites - Thracian sanctuaries in this region - have great potential for their development as a tourist destination.
11. Other landmarks near the site: 

"Markov Kamak"(The Great Stone); "Golemite skali" (The Great Rocks); The rocks at the Belevrensko Ayazmo are located some 1.5 km southeast of "Golemite skali"
12. Historical significance of the object:
The dolmen materials are in IM-Sredets, NHM-Sofia.

Dolmen №1 in the locality "Peshterite" (The Caves) near the village of Golyam Dervent

1. Numbering of the object: BG 46 Y
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2. Name of the object: Dolmen №1 in the locality "Peshterite" (The Caves) near the village of Golyam Dervent, Elhovo Municipality
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Elhovo
· Inhabited place (Land): village of Golyam Dervent
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Peshterite" (The Caves)
· Coordinates:

N 41.970973  E 26.740416

· Geographical description of the site: Dolmen is located in the Caves and 1 km north to the sharply rising slope of the hill Golyam Begal. ALTITUDE 443 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Goliam Dervent: 1.7 km south of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: 1,4 km dirt road from the village; 750 m trail

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is located on a hillside, and in the west the stone mound that surrounds it is westward displaced. The stone mound with a diameter of 12.0 m. The dolmens are two-chamber with dromos, made of large slate stones, oriented north-south, the entrance is from the south.

· Burial chamber: the walls of the burial chamber are made of four monolithic stone slabs. It has a length of 1.86, a width of 1.44 m; height 1.53 m. The rocky terrain served for the floor. The roof slab is 1.50 to 2.05 m wide and has a length of 3.09 m. There is no plate between the tombstone and the burial chamber in which the inlet was located. Traces of it are not registered.

· The ante-chamber of the dolmen has a size of 1.0 m width of 1.63. It is made of three plates. For the floor of the pre-chamber was used a stamped stone pavement. The entrance plate of the pre-chamber is of a "soft" stone, the face of which is ornamented.
· Dromos. It consists of two vertical plates placed on the terrain. It is good to see how part of the anterior chamber side plates serve as a dromos. The dromos has dimensions: width 1,07 m, height 1,24 m and thickness 0,19 m.
· Under the dromos. It consists of small pebbles mixed with brown-gray soil.
· Western facade. It starts directly from the western stone of the dromos and is 3.25 meters in the west. It consists of stones (medium and small).
· Eastern façade. It starts with a placed stone slab (granite) with dimensions: 0,64 x 0,17 m and 0,30 m thickness. The staircase is 3.67 m long in the east. The eastern façade is more precisely crafted, picked in the right shape in three rows of stones.
The main archaeological material found is the pottery and the bronze jewels.

A coin treasure of 49 silver coins was discovered in the embankment of the mound.

On the basis of the materials found, the construction of the dolmen should be referred to VIII century BC, about 210 AD a coin treasure buried there.

7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations of Dolmen No. 1 on the territory of the village of Goliam Dervent, municipality Elhovo.- - In: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2005 Sofia, 2006. 

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

The other two dolmens in the village of Goliam Dervent.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

Dolmen was studied in 2005. At this dolmen, as well as Dolmen № 2, located 50 m east of it, an original ornamentation of the entrance plate to the burial chamber is found. Dolmen has great potential for joining a tourist destination, alongside another dolmen.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Two-chamber with dromos located in close proximity. 

12. Historical significance of the object:
The value of the two dolmens located in the locality Peshterite near the village of Belevren is exceptional. These two dolmens provided scientists with a new, incontestable testimony to the thesis that the Thracian civilization inherits much of the characteristics of the Cretan-Mycenaean civilization.

The materials from the dolmen are in NAIM-Sofia and RIM-Yambol.
Dolmen in the locality “Kapakliyka” near the village of Sakartsi

1. Numbering of the object: BG 47 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality “Kapakliyka” near the village of Sakartsi, municipality Topolovgrad
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Sakartsi
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Kapakliyka”
· Coordinates:

N 42. 027098   E 26. 287481

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is located in one of the tongues on the northern slopes of Mount Bogovetz. Land displacement is from south to north. The tongue is situated between two dirt that are part of river Golyamata reka catchment. The Dolmen is located on a leveled terrace, overgrown with forest - oak.ALTITUDE 465 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Sakartsi village: 2.1 km south of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  

The site is reached by a black stabilized road which is 2.6 km long 

6. Detailed description of the object: 

 The dolmen's orientation is north-south. It consists of a burial chamber and an anteroom (which is heavily damaged). The chamber is rectangular in plan, 1.80 m long, 1.30 m wide; height of 1.40 m. It is best preserved the front (the south) and the side, made of an entire plate with trapezoidal shape, approaching to square. It is 1,60 m long and 1,40 m high. Probably another 0.20 m from it remains underground to reach the level at which the Dolmen was built. In this slab is the entrance to the burial chamber. It is rectangular with a flat base and a top. From the entrance to the entrance is a "decorative" frame (groove). The back wall of the dolmens is made up of two granite slabs, of which only one (western) is preserved, it is 1,10 m high and 1,10 m high. This plate remains deeper in the embankment because it is here higher. From the longitudinal walls, the west side is made up of two granite slabs placed side by side. They are 1.30 m high and 1.10 m wide, the north 0.90 m. The eastern longitudinal wall is built of three granite slabs, of which the north is 0.70 m wide, the 0.80 m wide and the southern 0, 60 m. The first two are 1.20 m high, while the third one is only 0.30 m. It is unclear whether it has been upgraded on top of another plate or simply is broken.

The Dolmen has not been explored. 

7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. І. С., 1976, 39.

8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens located on the territory of Topolovgrad Municipality.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen, along with the other dolmens in this part of Sakar, after its exploration has enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The Dolmen in the locality Mangera; rock sanctuaries in the locality “Redenite Kamani”, “Garvanov kamak” and “Golyamata reka”.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen is not explored.

Dolmen in the locality "Cliftinova niva" near the village of Sakartsi

1. Numbering of the object: BG 48 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality "Cliftinova niva" near village Sakartsi, Topolovgrad municipality
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Sakartsi
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Kliftinova niva” (Shirok Trap, Jurakiev egrek)
· Coordinates:

 N- 42. 027392      E- 26.298155     

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is situated on a north-facing slope at the foot of the main Sakarian ridge, descending from Mount Biayrayaka. It is set on a flat terrain and is surrounded by a rare oak forest.  ALTITUDE 456 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Sakartsi village: 2.1 km south of the village

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  2,6 km dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is located in a mound that does not fully cover it. It has one chamber, with dromos and façade. It is oriented to the entrance to the southwest (210 '). The inlet and lower side plates are retained in the chamber; its length is about 2,00-2,10 m, the width is 2,20 m. The entrance plate is rounded, it is 1,80 m wide and is higher than the current level 1,65 m; in the western corner is supplemented with a prismatic wedge to the height of the lower side plate. The inlet is rectangular, located 0.90 m below the top edge of the plate, 0.45 m wide and 0.50 m high; at the front is framed with a groove 0.06 m wide and 0.02 m deep. On the front side of the slab are carved 4 shallow oval dimples 3-4 cm in size. The sides of the dolmen were made of two plates one above the other; of them only the lower plates are reserved on the spot. The eastern side plate is 2.85 m long, high above the current level of 0.90 m and slightly bent inwards with its front end, it covers the entrance plate and comes out 0.15 m in front of it, the connection is reinforced with a specially carved groove; a similar groove also has at the end for the missing back plate. The upper side plate has fallen back and forth and is almost entirely buried in the mound embankment. The western side plate is slightly lower than the eastern and also slightly bent inwards; the front end is cluttered and cannot be seen, and there is a similar groove in the back. The upper plate is 2.70 m long, 0.90 m wide, thick with grooves at both ends. The back plate has fallen back and only the top and end are fed to the surface. The roof slab is missing. 

From the dromos is reserved only the western side plate, leaning on the front side of the entrance, it is 0.60 m high and 1.10 m long. The eastern side and the roof slab are missing. The width of the dromos is 1.00 m. It is partially enclosed by the internal slabs of the façade, between which there is an opening 0.60 m wide. In front of the mound is crossed by the straight façade wall of a dolmen consisting of 4 plates with the height of dromos on both sides of the entrance. The total length of the facade wall is 7.60 m. The facade of the dolmen was left open and there was a wide flat area in front of it.

The excavations found during the excavations allowed the construction of the dolmens to be built in the 8th century BC and its use lasted until the 6th c BC.

7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. І. С., 1976, 39.

Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. ІІІ. С., 1982, 175-192.

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens located on the territory of Topolovgrad Municipality. 

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen, along with the other dolmens in this part of Sakar, have enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Dolmen in locality Bakalov Kladenets; the sanctuaries in the locality Garvanov kamak; locality Elenov grob; Mount Bayryaka; locality Redenite Kamani 

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen studies are of great importance for the study of the megalithic culture of Sakar.

Dolmen in locality “Gaidarova peshtera” near the village of Hlyabovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 49 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in locality “Gaidarova peshtera” (Kupanov dolap) near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village of Hlyabovo
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4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Gaidarova peshtera” (Kupanov dolap)
· Coordinates:

N 42.046666   E 26.239554

· Geographical description of the site: The Kupanov Dolap area is open to the west and southwest slope over the right bank of the Duandere, abounding with rock blocks and marshes. There is a direct eye connection with the locations on the opposite bank, about 1.5 km away from the locality “Nachevi Chairi”. Dolmen is located on the slopes of the right bank of Duandere. ALTITUDE 360 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Hlyabovo: 2.2 km southwest of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: 500 m asphalt, followed by 2 km of dirt road

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is large, two-chamber, oriented with its entrance to the south-southeast.
· The Burial chamber is 2.25 meters long, 2.05 meters wide and 2.20 meters high. Its four walls are leaning inward. The side plates are longer than the camera and cover and press across the transverse; the connection is reinforced with shallow vertical grooves carved into the side plates in which the lateral edges of the transverse ones fall. The side walls of the camera are composed of two plates placed one on the other, equally bent inwards. The entrance plate has a trapezoidal shape and is wide downwards of 1.95 m and about 1 m below. The entrance is rectangular, 0.70 m high and 0.50 m wide. The roof slab has fallen aside and is 2.90 m long and 1.50 m wide. The chamber has a floor covering of large thick slabs. 

· The front chamber has a trapezoidal plan; it is 1.10 m high, 2.05 m wide at the base and 1.75 m in front and 1.90 m high. Its walls are bent inwards. The side plates are longer than the chamber, cover the entry plate (without grooves) and go forward. Here, the sidewalls are made up of two plates one on top of each other with almost the same slope inwards. The entrance plate is trapezoidal, wide below 1.75 m and above about 1 m; at its eastern end it is thinner and slightly back. The inlet is rectangular, 0.65 m high and 0.50 m wide. The roof slab is missing. The floor of the front chamber is covered with well preserved flooring made of four large plates. 

· Dromos: Its two lateral plates, which are 0.60 m long, have been preserved. It had a trapezoidal shape about 1.10-1.50 m in length, 1.60 m in front and 1.30 m in front and 1.70 m in height.

 In front of the dolmen there is a well-preserved facade wall with a height of 1.70 m. The total length of the facade is 10,50 m and its two wings have an identical construction; part of the plates (all those on the west wing) have fallen or leaned forward. For a long time the entrance of the dolmen was left open.

The mound of the dolmen reaches a height almost to the top of its slabs. It is surrounded (besides the front where it is intersected by the facade) with a circular crepe with a diameter of about 11 m, made of massive slabs, some of which are preserved on the spot.

On the basis of the excavated materials the construction of the dolmen is placed in VIII. BC, and its use lasted until the 6th century BC.

7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. І. С., 1976, 39.

Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. ІІІ. С., 1982, 220-241.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen, along with the other dolmens in this part of Sakar, have enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The  Dolmen in locality “Nacheni Chairi”.

12. Historical significance of the object:
Dolmen studies are of great importance for the study of the megalithic culture of Sakar.

Dolmen in locality "Slavova kuria" near the village of Bulgarska poliana.
1. Numbering of the object: BG 51 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in locality "Slavova kuria" near the village of Bulgarska poliana, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Bulgarska poliana
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4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Slavova kuria"
·  Coordinates:     


N 42.010780   E 26.142971

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is located on a northern hill that descends from the height of Kaleto to the north. Altitude- 506м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Bulgarska poliana: 3.8 km east of the village
5. Accessibility 
· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  4,8 km of dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is oriented along its long north-south axis and consists of a burial chamber, ante-chamber and dromos. 

· Burial chamber: The camera is rectangular in a 2.05 m long plan, 2.35 m in width and 2.00 m in height. The front south side is made up of two granite plates, the two together forming the wall, wide 2.30 m, high 2.05. The opening to the entrance of the Burial chamber has been carved almost entirely on the western plate, and a very small part has been taken from the east. It has a square shape measuring 0.65 x 0.65 m, its corners slightly rounded. On the top side of the wall between the two plates there is also a small slit 0,40 m wide and 0,15 m deep. The back side of the Burial chamber is made of two plates placed side by side. The two longitudinal walls of the chamber up to the height to which they are preserved are made up of two granite plates placed one above the other. The two upper plates have a romb-like cut. They are placed slanting. Plates of the long walls are 2.65 m long and are fitted with grooves that enclose the edges of the transverse walls. Interestingly, while the back wall of the chamber is hexagonal in shape, its front wall is tightened more strongly in its upper part and has rounded walls, allowing the inclined upper plates of the longitudinal walls to fit along their rounded contour. The floor of the camera is covered with tiles.
· The ante-chamber: The front-chamber has a rectangular shape, 1.30 m long, 2.00 m wide and 1.80 m high. The south (front) wall of the camera is 1.80 m high and is made of three plates. The entrance of the dolmens front-chamber is carved in the center of the hexagonal slab. It is quadrangular with rounded walls, 0.60 m wide and 0.70 m tall. 

· Dromos: Only one slab is retained from the longitudinal walls of the dromos, slightly inclined and curved at the same time as the lower part of the arch at its heel. The plates are 1.40 m high. Above them are two more plates, which were also curved, forming the upper part of the arch. These plates are missing. 

The Shkorpil Brothers claim that this dolm was covered with a rectangular fence, one of the sides of which was directly in front of the dromos, which she said was 0.75 m long and had the width of the front-chamber. The two granite slabs that are in front of the promotion probably belong to the façade that passes into the crepida to the east and west.

On the basis of the open ceramics the construction of the dolmen was placed in the 8th century BC.

7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. І. С., 1976, 43-45.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen, along with the other dolmens in this part of Sakar, have enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Kaleto Fortress.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen studies are of great importance for the study of the megalithic culture of Sakar.

Dolmen № 2 in the locality “Mangara” near the village of Hlyabovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 52 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen № 2 in the locality “Mangara” near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village of Hlyabovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Mangara” (Mangar tepe)
· Coordinates:

N 42.00146   E 26.162966

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is located on the central ridge of the Sakar Mountain, at the saddle between the Mounts Kokala to the West and the Kamik Tepe from the East ALTITUDE 720 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


-from the center of Topolovgrad: 17 km southwest of the town
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5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: 15 km asphalt road from Topolovgrad; 2 km stabilized road.

Forest road 6.6 km from the village of Hlyabovo
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is one-chamber, with a dromos and a crepe of slab stones. The mound has a diameter of 9.5 m.

 7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Field tours in the land of the villages of Bulgarska polyana, Hlyabovo and Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad. – Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2009 S., 2010, 668. № 310 – of crawls.
8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

Dolmen has enormous potential to include it along with other dolmens in this part of Sakar, as a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Nearby is the peak of Visegrad, which is a fortress of Hellenistic times; the natural rock formations of mount Kartal Kaya peak; 100 meters to the west is Dolmen № 1.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen is of great importance for the study of the Thracian megalithic culture.

Dolmen in locality “Evdzhika" near the village of Hlyabovo

1. Numbering of the object: BG 53 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in locality “Evdzhika" near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village of Hlyabovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Evdzhika"
· Coordinates:

N 42.044007   E 26.259150

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is located on a south-facing slope. ALTITUDE 450 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Hlyabovo: 1.9 km south of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: There are signs and signs next to the site. 800 m asphalt, 210 km of black stabilized road 

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is a one-chamber, carved in a monolithic rock block measuring 1.40 x 1.40 m. In the interior of a dome there are carved "holes", similar to the wells at the place of the Dolmen Nachevi Chairi. On the dolmens roof plate there are carved "small basins".

7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Terrain tours in the land of the villages of Bulgarska polyana, Hlyabovo and Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad. – Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2009 S., 2010, 668. № 242 – of crawls 

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

Dolmen, along with other dolmens in this part of Sakar, has enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Nearby are the remains of another one-chamber dolmen.

12. Historical significance of the object:
Dolmen is the only one dug fully into a natural rock.

Dolmen in locality "Lakite" near the village of Evrenezovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 56 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in locality "Lakite" near the village of Evrenezovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): village of Evrenezovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: village of Evrenezovo
· Coordinates:

N 42.136704    E 27.330043 

· Geographical description of the site: Dolmen is located in a low place, above the right bank of one of the streams that start the River Mladejka. It is located at the base of a southern slope and is dug into the terrain, under the so-called Yoncheva Tumba. Around the dolmens there are large stones of natural rock, and from the west is surrounded by several trees (oak).  ALTITUDE 267 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Evrenezovo: 1.2 km northwest of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grasses
· Road infrastructure to the object: 1,3 km of black stabilized road.

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The Dolmen is one-chamber. It is oriented to the southeast entrance. It is a one-chamber dromos. It is built of massive unfinished granite slabs. The two side plates and the back plate of the camera are preserved on site. The entrance plate is broken. Camera dimensions: length 2.0 m, width 1.30 m.

· The dromos has a trapezoidal shape with a length of 1.20 m and a width in the back base - 1.50 m. Its walls are made up of one slab. Reserved on the spot are the eastern side plate, shifted forward and inward, and the western side plate shifted forward and a little inward. The floor is made up of four flat-stones with larger dimensions, the joints are filled with smaller pebbles. The entrance of the dromos is "sealed" with two plates.

· The Dolmen façade is made up of two rows of stones arranged one above the other, the stones in the upper row are larger in size up to 1.0 m in length. The façade is parallel to the entrance of the dolmen.  

The construction and use of this dolmens should refer to the beginning of the 8th - end of the 7th century BC.

7. Literature:
D. Agre. Excavations of a mound necropolis in the village of Evrenezovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2003  Sofia, 2004, 78.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With dolmens located in the same necropolis.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site, after its restoration, has great potential for its development as a tourist attraction 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The nearby dolmens.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen studies are of great importance for the study of the Megalithic culture in Strandzha.

  The materials from the site are located in the HM in M.Tarnovo 

Dolmen № 1 and Dolmen № 2 in the locality "Lagut" near the village of Zabernovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 57 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen № 1 and Dolmen № 2 in the locality "Lagut" near the village of Zabernovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): village Zabernovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Lagut" (Pazlakat, Dyado Rachev Potok)

· Coordinates:

N 42.106824   E 27.541045 

· Geographical description of the site: Dolmen № 1 and 2 are situated on a ridge, in a wooded karst area, in the Paroria reserve. On both sides of the ridge are Kazanska River and Zabernovska River. ALTITUDE 230 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Zabernovo: 1.8 km northwest of the village
5. Accessibility 
· Surface: overgrown with grasses
· Road infrastructure to the object: 1,5 km of asphalt, 2 km of dirt road, 200 m of trail
6. Detailed description of the object
Dolmen № 1: 

The mound is entirely of stones, and the dolmens are symmetrically located in the center. It is one-chamber with a dromos and a well-formed facade; oriented with its entrance to the SW in 188 degrees. It is built of marble limestone with which the region is abundant. The floor of the camera is made of untreated flat stones of local origin. The vertical plates are retained on the chamber and the roof is offset from the dromos. The side walls are made of two tiles one above the other. The inlet is formed as a slit between two transverse plates. The inside sides (from the entrance) of the two plates are not properly machined. The roof slab has fallen on the eastern side of the dromos and the eastern plate at the entrance, and is bent outward. It has an irregular shape. The two side plates of the dromos are preserved on site. At the eastern side of the dross between the stones of the mound embankment, another small longitudinal plate is fed in the direction of its axis. The Dolmen façade consists of square stones, vertically placed in one or two rows, staggered behind one another

Dimensions of the mound around the dolmens: N-S - 8,80 m; E-W - 8,90 m 

On the basis of the findings, Dolmen No 1 dates back to the 8th-6th centuries BC.

Dolmen № 2  

It is located 15 m east of Dolmen 1

The Dolmen is one-chamber with a dromos oriented at the entrance to the SW. The mound consists of stones and has a diameter of 10 m. The vertical plates (the two side and back plates of the chamber, the eastern side plate fallen inward) and the two side plates of the dromos are kept in place. The inlet is formed as a slit between two transverse plates. The inside sides (from the entrance) of the two plates are not properly machined. The roof slab has fallen on the eastern side of the dromos and the eastern plate at the entrance, and is bent outward. It has an irregular shape. The two side plates of the dromos are preserved on site. The dolmen forming slabs are supported on the outside by larger stones placed under a slope. The dolmade facade consists of a row of large flat stones arranged horizontally at the edge of the mound and on both sides of the entrance of the dromos.

7. Literature:
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of two dolmens on the territory of the village of Zabernovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2002  Sofia, 2003, 73.

8. Status of the objects: 

Monuments of national importance

9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With dolmen № 2, located in close proximity to it.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmens, after their restoration, have great potential for their development as a tourist attraction. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The nearby dolmens. Chapels "St. Petka ", St. Georgi; St. Spirit, St. Marina
12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmens studies are of great importance for the study of the Megalithic culture in Strandzha.

  The materials from the site are located in the HM in M.Tarnovo.

Dolmen in the locality “Golemiat rat” near the village of Hlyabovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 61 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality “Golemiat rat” near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village of Hlyabovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Golemiat rat” 
· Coordinates:

N 42. 027098   E 26. 287481

· Geographical description of the site: Dolmen is located in a tongue from south to north; in the oak forest. On both sides of the tongue pass gullies, which are part of the watershed of the Big River. It is located north of the peaks Bayryaka and Kartal. ALTITUDE 465 м 
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Hlyabovo: 2.1 km south of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  The site is reached by a stabilized dirt road which is 2.6 km long.
6. Detailed description of the object: 

Dolmen is a two-chamber dromos. The Burial Chamber is 2,10 meters long, 1,60 meters wide and 2,20 meters high. The front (south) wall of the Burial Chamber is occupied by a hexagonal plate. In the middle of this plate is the entrance to the chamber, the opening of which is 0.63 m wide and 0.50 m high. On the inner face of the southern wall of the chamber, there are two large grooves carved, the purpose of which is not clear. One is the entire length of the front wall, the other only part of it.

The back wall of the camera has the same shape and size, but at its base it is complemented by two triangular "wedges", which in size correspond to the "wedge" of the front plate. The two longitudinal walls were made of two rows of plates. The camera is covered with a large granite slab, the edges of which descend downwards. They cover the upper edges of the walls of the Burial Chamber, and the inner and wall are knocked to fit the outer edge of each wall. The four walls of the Burial chamber are bent slightly inward: the front barely visible, the back a little more, and the longitudinal ones the most.

Of all the Dolmen in Sakar, only this one has a pronounced trapezoidal plan in the tombstone. It is wide at its back (northern) wall of 1.60 m and at the front 1.22 m. It is 1.38 m long and has four walls, each made of one granite slab. They are 1.20 meters high and probably 0.40 meters below ground. The front of the antechamber is buried with more finger and its level rises so that the opening of the entrance is barely visible. The roof-plate on the front-chamber is broken in two. One half stands in its place, the other is fallen. There are two slabs that probably belong to the dromos in the ground at about 0.60 m from the entrance. They are about 0.80 m apart. One is 0.46 m long and the other 0.62 m, without the exact height. Dolmen has not been studied.

Of all dolars in Sakar, only this one has a pronounced trapezoidal plan in the tombstone. It is wide at its rear (northern) wall of 1.60 m and at the front 1.22 m. It is 1.38 m long and has four walls, each made of one granite slab. They are 1.20 meters high and probably 0.40 meters below ground. The front of the antechamber is buried with more finger and its level rises so that the opening of the entrance is barely visible. The roof-plate on the front-chamber is broken in two. One half stands in its place, the other is fallen. There are two slabs that probably belong to the dromos in the ground at about 0.60 m from the entrance. They are about 0.80 m apart. One is 0.46 m long and the other 0.62 m, without the exact height. The Dolmen has not been studied.

7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. І. С., 1976, 48.

8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen, along with the other dolmens in this part of Sakar, after its exploration has enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The Dolmen in the locality Mangara; rock sanctuaries in the locality Redenite Kamani, locality Garvanov kamak and Golyamata reka

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen is not explored.

Dolmen in thelocality “Zhelyov Dol” near village Sakartsi

1. Numbering of the object: BG 62 H
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality “Zhelyov Dol” near village Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Sakartsi
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4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Zhelyov Dol”
· Coordinates:

N 42.028254   E 26.279574

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is located north of Mount Bogovets, on a northern slope; between two gullies. ALTITUDE 502 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Sakartsi village: 2,25 km southwest of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  3,5 km dirt road; near the valley passes an uprooted forest road
6. Detailed description of the object: 

Dolmen is oriented to the entrance to the south. The camera and the dromos are preserved. The chamber is a fourth, 1.60 m long, 1.35 m wide, 1.50 m high. Its front wall is made of one slab, 1.35 m long and 1.50 m high. It is linguistically curved upwards. The entrance opening is a square with rounded sides and angles framed in a concave frame and 50 cm high. The back side has the same shape and dimensions. It is 10 cm wider than the front. The longitudinal sides are made of two plates. The lower ones are long: the east 2.10 m, the western 1.90 m and are preserved in their places. The plates are slightly sloping inwards. The roof slab is missing.

The dromus of the dolmen is a small room with a height of 1.10 m, a length of 1.20 m and a width of 0.95 m. Its front slab is missing from the entrance. The two sides are 1.20 m long and 1.10 m high. In front of the shaped antechamber you can see the circular wall that is square. The mound is 3 meters high and 12 meters in diameter. Dolmen has not been studie.

7. Literature:
Megalithic monuments in Thrace. Vol. І. С., 1976, 48.

8. Status of the object:
Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen, along with the other dolmens in this part of Sakar, after its exploration has enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Rock sanctuaries in locality Redenite Kamani, Kamenna Mogila and Mount Bogovets. 

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Dolmen is not explored.

Dolmen in the locality "Koruba" near the village of Kirovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 67 В
2. Name of the object: Dolmen in the locality "Koruba" (Dalgoto Kraishte, Dyado Petkovite Chairi) near the village of Kirovo (Madlesh), municipality Sredets
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Sredets 

· Inhabited place (Land): village Kirovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Koruba" (Dalgoto Kraishte, Dyado Petkovite Chairi)
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· Coordinates: N 42. 162289  E 27.181880;    

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen is located in the locality "Koruba", located between the villages of Kirovo and Dolno Yabulkovo, on the watershed between the River Piperitsa and River Kirovska, and is a slightly inclined to the south plateau. The area is located at the northeastern edge of an arc of heights, which surrounds the valley of the Piperitsa and Vlahov Dol valley from the north, east and south. There are several more dolmens on these hills, and almost at the center of the rainbow on the right north bank of the river Piperitsa there is the cult complex Markov kamak. ALTITUDE  265 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Kirovo village: 1.5 km south of the village 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: from the village - 700 m asphalt; follows 1 km of dirt road.

6. Detailed description of the object: 

Dolmen in the locality Koruba is three-parts (two-chamber with dromos). It is oriented with its entrance to the southwest. The stone mound, about 15 meters in diameter, is well preserved and reaches a height up to the level of the roof chamber of the main chamber. It is built of relatively rough rough stones.

· The Burial chamber has dimensions: length 2.32 m, width 2.00 m and height 1.70 m. The four side plates are bent inwards. The cover plate is 3.15 inches wide, 2.42 m wide and 0.40 m thick, irregular in shape and protruding above the vertical plates. She walks tightly on the entrance plate, and on the other three is propped with small flat stones. The rear and southeastern slabs end up vertically below the floor level, while the northwest and the entrance are buried much deeper due to the fact that they also serve as walls on the front chamber, which has a lower floor level. The floor of the Burial chamber is covered with unevenly arranged irregular slabs. The entrance opening is rounded on top, 0.40 m wide, 0.57 m high and hollowed centrally 0.85 m below the top edge of the entrance slab.
· The front chamber has a length of 1.30 m, a width of 1.60 m. The south-eastern side slab of the front chamber is supported by its back edge in the entrance plate of the main chamber. The inlet hole is hollowed 0.50 m below the top edge of the inlet plate and in the axis with the inlet opening of the main chamber and has a width of 0.40 m and a height of 0.55 m. The roof slab is missing.

· The Dromos has a length of 1.60m, a width of 1.50m and a height of 1.50m. The Northwest side of the dromos is shifted from its original position, with its front end rotated inward. The front chamber plates cover the entry plate and enter 0.33 m in the dromos, where they connect to the side with its side plates. In the south-eastern wall of the dromos, this connection is completed at the bottom with an extra rounded plate. The dromos roof slab is missing. The entrance of the dromos is flanked and formed by two large façade slabs. 

In 1976 excavations of dolmen were imkplemented.

7. Literature:
K. Shkorpil. Megalithic monuments and mounds. Ancient Times in the Black Sea Region, Part 1, S.,1925, 15-16. 

P. Delev. A family tomb or a heroon-mausoleum? Excavations of a Thracian dolmen. – Thracia antique, 3, 1978, 89-107.

The Megaliths in Thrace, part 2. Vol.ІІІ. Sofia, 1982, 270-322.

Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 176-177.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the dolmen near the village of Belevren and the village of Granichar 

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The Dolmen was studied in 1976. This Dolmen, together with the other studied dolmens on the land of the village of Belevren, as well as the religious places - Thracian sanctuaries in this region have great potential for their development in a tourist destination

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Markov Kamak "(The Great Stone); the fortress Kirovsko kale.
12. Historical significance of the object:
The materials from dolmens are in NHM-Sofia.

Mound with a stone facility in the locality "Golemia Kayryak" near the village of Bulgarska poliana

1. Numbering of the object: BG 59 H
2. Name of the object: Mound with a stone facility in the locality "Golemia Kayryak" near the village of Bulgarska poliana, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Bulgarska poliana
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Golemia Kayryak"
· Coordinates: 


N 42. 042914  E 26.171516

· Geographical description of the site: the mound is located in a river tongue that descends from the west to the northeast. From the south is the ravine – Sovatska Reka. ALTITUDE- 465 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Bulgarska polyana: 2.6 km to the northwest of the village
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5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:   400 m asphalt, followed by 4,7 km of dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object 

The mound is part of a necropolis with about 40 mounds in it. It has a height of 0.70 m and a diameter of 8.0 m. At its center there is a burial facility. It has an elliptical shape and an external dimension of 3.25 x 2.60 m, height of 0.70 m. It is made of granite slab stones in uneven rows. The stones are placed with a slight slope towards the inside of the grave, which is probably influenced by the idea of ​​spraying (or shaping the dome) of the facility. From the facility are preserved 4 to 5 rows of slabs. The inside of the graveyard has dimensions: 2,30 x 1,90 m. For the floor of the grave it used the ancient terrain. The crepe is rectangular in shape, and is made of roughly glued, unbroken tile stones tucked into the ground.

The graveyard is dated to the end of the Bronze Age - the beginning of the Early Iron Age - 18th-11th centuries BC.

The mound was explored in 2008.

7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations of a mound from a necropolis in the locality Golyam Kayriak, the village of Bulgarska poliana, Topolovgrad. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2008  Sofia, 2009, 260-262.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations of a mound from a necropolis in the locality Golyam Kayriak, the village of Bulgarska poliana, Topolovgrad.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

After the conservation of the site, the object and the dolmens of the necropolis have great potential for inclusion in the tourist destination. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Dolmen found in the necropolis.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The explorations of this object as well as the dolmens from the necropolis are of great importance for the study of the late bronze and megalithic culture in Sakar.

Mound with a shaft grave locality "Kayryaka" near the village of Bulgarska polyana 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 60 H
2. Name of the object: Mound with a shaft grave locality "Kayryaka" near the village of Bulgarska polyana, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Bulgarska polyana
4. Location: 
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· Locality: locality "Kayryaka" 
· Coordinates: 


N 42. 055277  E 26.180117

· Geographical description of the site: the mound is situated in a tongue, west-east direction, with a displacement to the east. From the north is the Kayryaka River, from the south is rural gully - inflow of Kayryaka River. ALTITUDE- 365 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Bulgarska poliana: 3.2 km to the northwest of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  400 m asphalt, followed by a 3.7 km dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The mound is part of a necropolis with about 40 mounds in it. It has dimensions: height 0,30 m and diameter 7,0 m. The embankment of the mound is stone-earthly, surrounded by a crepida made of vertical plated granite-gneiss stones and dimensions: east / west 6.70m; north / south 5.80m. In the center of the mound there is a cemetery grave made of solid stone slabs. On the basis of the material found, the grave dates back to the second phase of Early Iron Age (VIII-V-c. BC).

The mound was explored in 2009.

7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Archeological excavations of two mounds of locality "Kayryaka" near the village of Bulgarska polyana, Topolovgrad. - В: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2009 Sofia, 2010, 225-227.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

The other similar objects and dolmens are located on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

After the conservation of the site, he and the dolmens of the necropolis have great potential for inclusion as a tourist destination. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Dolmen found in the necropolis.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The investigations of this object, as well as the dolmens from the necropolis, are of great importance for the study of the megalithic culture in Sakar.
Two dolmens in the locality “Lozata” near the village of Granichar 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 68 В
2. Name of the object: Two dolmens in the locality “Lozata” (Eski Baalar, Fetvadzhik) near the village of Granichar (Tikendzha), Municipality Sredets 
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Sredets 

· Inhabited place (Land): village of Granichar
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Lozata” (Eski Baalar, Fetvadzhik)
· Coordinates:

N 42. 133152   E 27. 230388;    

· Geographical description of the site: The Dolmen are located in the "Lozata" area on a ridge top; from the east - steep gully.  ALTITUDE 353 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Granichar: 1.5 km west of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass and a young forest (oak)
· Road infrastructure to the object: from the village 700 m asphalt; follows 1.5 km of dirt road.

6. Detailed description of the object: 

Both dolmens are one-chamber, without dromos, located side by side at a distance of 1 m apart. They turn with the entrances to the southwest. The Northwest Dolmen is better preserved - all its plates are in place. The inlet has a trapezoidal shape with rounded corners and is partly overgrown. The roof slab is flat, irregular in shape and is preserved on site. The Southeast Dolmen is destroyed; the rear plate and parts of both side and entrance plates are retained on the site. The roof slab is missing.

7. Literature:
K. Shkorpil. Megalithic monuments and mounds. Ancient Times in the Black Sea Region, Part 1, S.,1925, 30-31. 

The Megaliths in Thrace, part 2. Vol.ІІІ. Sofia, 1982, 334.

Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 172.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the dolmen near the village of Belevren and the village of Kirovo and the other 8 dolmens in the village land.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

These dolmens, together with the other studied dolmens on the land of the villages of Belevren and Kirovo, as well as the religious sites - Thracian sanctuaries in this region - have great potential for their development in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The dolmens in the locality Kapaka and two more dolmens located on the same plow.

12. Historical significance of the object:
There is no information in the historical sources.

Descriptions of Thracian culture objects (2 nd half I millennium BC)
Fortress "Valchanovo Kale" near Primorsko

1. Numbering of the object: BG 07 В
2. Name of the object: Fortress "Valchanovo Kale" (Chengersko) near Primorsko
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Primorsko
· Inhabited place (Land): town Primorsko
4. Location: 

· Locality: Mount Petrov Bair ("The Lion Head")
· Coordinates:
N 42. 316180   E 27. 734998; N 42.317656  Е 27. 735684;    N 42. 317037   Е 27.738560

N 42. 315895   Е 27.737315    center  N 42.316561     Е 27.736285

· Geographical description of the site: The fortress is situated on Mount Petrov Bair, at the western branch of Chenger Bair (100 m), 2.5 km from the mouth of the Ropotamo River.
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 

- from the center of Primorsko: 5, 5 km north of the town
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: all overgrown with trees and shrubs
· Road infrastructure to the object:  

The fortress is located inside the Nature Park Ropotamo. It can be reached after 30-40 minutes walking along a narrow forest path (marked with tourist markings) from the bridge of Ropotamo on the Burgas-Primorsko road.
6. Detailed description of the object
The site of the fortress is strategically important due to the proximity of the sea-related floating river as well as the seaside road. The fortress has an area of 30 decares and is the largest in the Median Heights. To the south and west it is inaccessible due to steep cliffs. Strengthening is needed to the north and east.

· Fortress wall:  The construction of the fortress wall is made of slab stones without solder, including large rock formations with a height of 5-6 m, the filling of smaller stones. The entrance of the fortress is located in the eastern wall and leads to the road from the saddle. It is protected on one side with the wall, and on the other with natural stone currency. In some places the entrance facade is shaped with large rock blocks; the stuffing is made of smaller stones.

· Inside buildings: Inside the fortress are preserved the foundations of rectangular constructions. One is built with dry masonry, while the other is white mortar.
Archaeological site excavations have not been conducted. The discovered materials reveal that the site was inhabited throughout the 1st millennium BC. The fortress was used in the following centuries because of its extremely strategic position. Life in it continues until the sixteenth century. The remains of a small medieval church are preserved in the fortress.

7. Literature: 

Shkorpil, H. and K., Memorials in Bulgarian, title I, part I, Thrace, Sofia, 1888, 44.

P. Deliradev, Contribution to the Historical Geography of Thrace, vol. I, Sofia, 178.
Megaliths in Thrace. Т І. С., 1976, 130-131.

Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. Sofia, 1990, 148.

M. Gyuzelev. The Western Pont between Emine and the Bosphorus during the first millennium BC. Bourgas 2009, 111-112.

8. Status of the object: 

Of local importance

9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 
The Fortress of Pharmacida, Cape Maslen

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

There were no excavations at the site, no spectacular structures. The place attracts with its natural resources - the valley of the Ropotamo River, the Ropotamo Nature Park, the sandy strip of the river to the bridge in the locality Kaldaram Gechit.

The site has the potential for a tourist destination, but after archaeological excavations

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The Fortress of Pharmacida 
12. Historical significance of the object:
It is not mentioned in historical sources.

Fortress Madzhurisko Kale near the village of Brodilovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 14 В
2. Name of the object: Fortress Madzhurisko Kale near the village of Brodilovo
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Tsarevo
· Inhabited place (Land): village Brodilovo
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4. Location: south of village Brodilovo
· Locality: locality “Madzhura”
· Coordinates:
N 42.006996  E 27.868799;    N 42.006917   Е 27.870194  N 42.008256  Е 27.869937

N 42.008224   Е 27.868563   center  N 42.007714     Е 27. 869400

· Geographical description of the site: The fortress is situated on the highest part of the dominant peak (202 m); over the northern bank of the River Rezovska; between the two gullies - Miloryak - from the south and from the west - Kamen dol. 
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 

- from the center of the village of Brodilovo: 8.5 south of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: The fortress is densely overgrown with forest - oak, pine 

· At this point, the object is behind the border, access to it is not free

· Road infrastructure to the object:  4 km from the village of Brodilovo on a black stabilized military road
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The fortress is lengthened from the northwest to the southeast elliptical form. The fortress wall is partially destroyed. It is made of stones of mud solder.

Archaeological excavations of the fortress were not carried out. The history of the site is unclear.

7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 146.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of local importance

9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

Presumed connection with the fortresses along the river Rezovska.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site remains behind the borderline and the acess to it is limited.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

2 km west of the fortress is the cave in the locality “Sapiite”. 

Below the fortress was the old settlement of Madzhura, which was exiled 1912-1913.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The fortress is probably connected with the guarding of one of the routes on the seaside road from Sozopol to Midia. The route of the road existed until the beginning of the 20th century.

Tower in the locality Kastrich near the village of Rezovo
1. Numbering of the object: BG 21 В
2. Name of the object: Tower in the locality Kastrich near the village of Rezovo (Rezve, Enikyoi, Novo Selo)
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Trasrevo
· Inhabited place (Land): village Rezovo
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4. Location: south of village Rezovo
· Locality: Cape Kastrich 
· Coordinates:
N 42.008738  E 28.020033;    

· Geographical description of the site: The fortress is situated on the high part of a small, insulated small seashore with the following dimensions: length 75 m and average width 20 m. To the west by the shore the hills of Strandzha are tightly covered with coniferous and deciduous forests. The top of the nose is artificially aligned, and its shores are rocky and descend steeply toward the sea. To the south is a shallow rocky bay with a cave. ALTITUDE 13 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 

- from the center of Rezovo village: 2.7 km north of the village
- from the town of Tsarevo: - 28 km south of the town
5. Accessibility – at this point the object is behind the borderline, but the access to it is permanent
· А) Surface: grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  1 km from the village is an asphalt road, it follows 1.5 km of dirt road and follow a 400 m trail.

6. Detailed description of the object: 


· Round tower: built of stones with dimensions from 0,20x0,15 m to 0,30x0,20 m, welded with mortar, mixed with crushed brick. The base of the tower is damaged by severe erosion. The approximate arc diameter is approx. 2.50-3.00 m. According to the building and household ceramics found, as well as the construction features, the tower can be dated to the late antiquity or early Byzantium. Not fully researched because of the inability to conserve.
· Central part. Intersection of the southern periphery of the site. The southern periphery of the leveled site is fortified with large, cut and stoned stones, located approximately in one row, orientated east-west. The natural features of the terrain are also used. Three rows are preserved, the second is plated and the third one is made of stone stones, laid directly on the natural rock and bonded with clay. The total length of the partition is more than 10 m, the preserved height is up to 0.50 m, with a width of 0.50 to 1.00 m. In and around the wall there are ceramic fragments with low concentration on a wheel and by hand, small pieces burned plaster and fragments of construction ceramics with very low concentration. At the base of the stones was found a clay seal, as well as large fragments of ceramic vessels of Iron Age by hand and wheel.
· As well as large fragments of ceramic vessels of Iron Age by hand and wheel.

The site was partially explored in 2001.

7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 149.

K. Leshakov. Excavations east of the Malak Kastrich locality, Rezovo, in 2001. - - Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2001  Sofia, 2002, 30-31. 

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of local importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

Presumed connection with the fortresses along the river Rezovska.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site remains behind the borderline and the access to it is limited.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

About 5 km west of the village, in locality Skuriite there is the biggest deposit of copper slag, known to date on the territory of Bulgaria.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The tower was probably a surveillance (signaling) related to the sea route.

Fortified royal home in the locality “Tatar masha” near the village of Knyazhevo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 50 H
2. Name of the object: Fortified royal home in the locality “Tatar masha” near the village of  Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Knyazhevo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Tatar masha”
· Coordinates: :  N 42.06 5200     E 26. 295040;  N 42. 065381  E 26. 294942


N 42.065603  E 26.295131     ALTITUDE- 74м


N 42.065642   E26.295080  center   N- 42.065552     E 26.294899

· Geographical description of the site: The site is located in the area "Tatar Masha", about 300 m northwest of the village's farm yard, on the natural hillside planted with pine forest. ALTITUDE 124,9 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


-The center of the village of Knyazhevo: 1 km northwest of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass and pine forest
· Road infrastructure to the object:  200 m dirt road to the site.

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The royal residence near the village of Knyazhevo is the best preserved complex of Thracian-era residential buildings located on the territory of Bulgaria. Its discovery in 2011 was recognized by the archaeological community as the greatest discovery in the field of Thracian settlement archeology for the last 25 years. A unique ritual was registered during the survey of the site. Under the mound embankment is a "buried" residential building of a ruler lived in this place in the second half of the 4th century BC. The mound embankment has allowed this building and the adjacent three more buildings to be kept extremely well. In fact, this is the only preserved in this state building from the Thracian age in Bulgaria (the buildings studied in Sevtopolis are up to 0.50 m high). The facade of the building is made of processed stone blocks and is 14 m long. The lower floor is made of stone, above which the walls of the upper floor are made of brick, preserved very well. On the ground are the stone stairs for the second floor. The entrance to the house is from the south, and a west portico of the paste type. In front of the building there is an inner courtyard surrounded by a solid stone wall, covered with tiles. At this stage, surveys revealed five residential premises in the central building and another eight in the other three buildings. All found buildings are covered with imported tiles.
Building II reveals the largest room in the palace - the reception hall where the most important activities related to the political life of the ruler took place.

There is a tower on the site - in the southeast part of the fortress wall and the bastion of the western part of the fortress wall.

The whole complex is surrounded by a massive fence wall - enclosing a space of 3.5 decares. In front of the fencing wall was discovered a moat further protecting the object.

The site was constructed in the second half of the 4th century BC. and was inhabited until the end of the first quarter of the third century BC
7 Literature:
D. Agre. The home of a Thracian ruler in the lower stream of Tonsoz - between Strandzha and Sakar. - In: Bulgarian Archeology 2012. Catalog to Exhibition. Sofia, 2012, 43-45.

D. Agre. Archeological excavations on a mound in the village of Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2011  Sofia, 2012, 170-171.

D. Agre. Archeological excavations of a fortified Thracian royal home in locality Tatar Masha near the village of Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2012  Sofia, 2013, 143-145.

D. Agre, D. Dichev. Archeological excavations of a fortified Thracian royal home in locality Tatar Masha near the village of Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2013  Sofia, 2014, 168-171.

D. Agre, D. Dichev. Archeological excavations of a fortified Thracian royal home in locality Tatar Masha near the village of Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2015. Sofia, 2016, 266-270.

D. Agre, D. Dichev. Archeological excavations of a fortified Thracian royal home in locality Tatar Masha near the village of Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad. - C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2016  Sofia, 2017, 166 -169.
8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

At the site near Knyazhevo and around it excavations reveal a huge amount of metal slag and ore. In the perimeter about 10 km from Knyazhevo are situated the richest iron, silver and gold deposits in antiquity.
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The location of the palace, located in one of the most beautiful places along the lower Tundja river and in close proximity to major international roads, makes it a very attractive place for cultural tourism. The complete study of the palace, its restoration and conservation will undoubtedly make this site one of the most interesting and significant monuments of our cultural and historical heritage and a tourist pearl of Southeastern Bulgaria. 
11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The fortress of the early Iron Age near the village of Srem.

12. Historical significance of the object:
For the first time in Bulgaria we have the unique opportunity to explore such a well-preserved royal home. With his study, a royal palace-style settlement was introduced in a scientific address, as has not been investigated in this area of ​​ancient Thrace. The discoveries made during the researches of the palace near the village of Knyazhevo will be largely used to build a fuller and more grounded theory of the life, the worldview and the culture of the Thracian aristocracy and its rulers. This discovery will help to clarify the interrelations between the Thracian and the neighboring cultures. The value of newly discovered materials at the palace to study Thracian culture and architecture is exceptional.

All discovered materials during excavations of the site are located in OHM Topolovgrad.

Tomb near the village of Ruzhitsa

1. Numbering of the object: BG 58 Y
2. Name of the object: Tomb near the village of Ruzhitsa, Bolyarovo municipality
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State:- Bulgaria
· District: Yambol
· Municipality: Bolyarovo
· Inhabited place (Land): Ruzhitsa
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Tumbata”
· Coordinates:

N 42. 158755     E 26.861929

· Geographical description of the site: The tomb, in which the tomb is revealed, is situated in a low river tongue, which is oriented east-west with displacement to the west. From the south is the river Balukia river, from the north the Malko Dere - tributary of the Balakliya River.  ALTITUDE 255 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Ruzitsa village: 1.8 km northwest of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass
· Road infrastructure to the object:  1,5 km of asphalt; 600 m dirt road.

6. Detailed description of the object: 

A monumental tomb was found in the South Mound area. It consists of a burial chamber, an anteroom and a dromos with a total length of 7.05 m. It is oriented to the South with an entrance from the south. The tomb is made of limestone blocks and unprocessed granite slabs without solder. The facade of the tomb is destroyed. From its upper part are preserved from 1 to 3 rows of stones (processed limestone slabs) of square shape. The lower part of the façade was made of bricks.
The dromos has the following dimensions: width 0,70 m and length 3,08 m; height 1.40 m

The anteroom has a length of 0.89 m and a width of 1.08 m. The two walls of the antechamber are made up of a vertical row of limestone stones with treated sides arranged in rows of different sizes. The dromos and antechamber are flat. It is made of 5 unfinished granite slabs placed crosswise. 
The door to the Burial chamber is 1.30 meters high; width 0,60 m; length of 0.66 m. The entrance doors to the Burial chamber are covered with frescoes. The roof is made of one slab. 

The Burial Chamber has a length of 2.38 m; 1.48 m wide. It is rectangular and flat with granite veneered slabs. The floor of the Burial chamber and the dromos is made of a well-rammed clayey layer. In the Burial Chamber, a funeral bed was built on the floor to the west wall. Long is 1.90, wide 70 and high 40 cm. The Burial chamber is surrounded by a shell of untreated stones.
The tomb was dated at the end of the 5th c BC. It was studied in 2004.

7. Literature:
D. Agre. Archaeological excavations of tombstone in the village of Ruzhitsa, municipality Bolyarovo. C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2004  Sofia, 2005, 146-148.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With two dolmens in the land of the village of Goliam Dervent; with the late antique fortress near the village of Voden 

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

After its restoration, the tomb has an exceptional development potential as a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Late antiquity fortress and monastery complex near the village of Voden.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The tomb is the earliest of this type on the territory of Bulgaria. It is the only one on which frescoes are found at the front door. Her study is of utmost importance for the study of Thracian tomb architecture.
Sanctuary in locality “Kusterelaka” near village Srem 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 63 H
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2. Name of the object: Sanctuary in locality “Kusterelaka” near village Srem, Municipality Topolovgrad
3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Srem
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Kusterelaka”
· Coordinates:

N 42. 024465  E 26.514800
· Geographical description of the site: The sanctuary is situated at a branch of a ridge that descends to the Tundja River. .ALTITUDE 249 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Srem village: 4 km southeast of the village 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: covered with grass
· Road infrastructure to the object: 5.4 km dirt road
6. Detailed description of the object: 

Rocky massif in three groups on which there are traces of circular cuts with negative and positive, whose total number exceeds 100.

Archeological material on the surface - fragments of Thracian ceramics at the base of the site.

He was registered under № 362 in 2010 from an expedition under the direction of Deyan Dichev.
7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Searches of archaeological sites in the village of Srem, Municipality Topolovgrad. – C: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2010. S., 2011, 580.

8. Status of the object:
Monument of local importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With Gradishte fortress near the village of Srem.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site is interesting for visiting and can be included in a tourist route related to sites from 1st millennium BC.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Gradishte fortress near the village of Srem.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The object has not been investigated.
Thracian rock sanctuary in the locality Mochukovite Kamani near the village of Melnitsa

1. Numbering of the object: BG 66 Y
2. Name of the object: Thracian rock sanctuary in the locality Mochukovite Kamani, near the village of Melnitsa, Elhovo municipality 
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Elhovo
· Inhabited place (Land): village Melnitsa
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Mochukovite Kamani
· Coordinates:

N 42.024279   E 26.569124;  N 42.024199  E 26.570149; N 42. 023928  E 
26.569626;  


N 42.024342  E 26. 569623;  center N 42. 024159  E 26. 569602;  

· Geographical description of the site: The site is situated on an oblong hill with a general orientation northwest-southeast on a ridge between two gullies in the region of the Dervenski Heights. ALTITUDE 230 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Melnitsa village: 2.6 km south of the village; 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: The object is overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  3 km of asphalt from the old road from Lesovo to Melnik and 550 m of dirt road.
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The site occupies an area of 2.5 acres. It is a rock massif that rises above the surrounding terrain with a height of up to 2.5 m. The massif is united in four groups, about 200 m apart, on which there are traces of rounded shapes with negative and positive, with different diameter and thickness.

Archeological material on the surface - missing.

7. Literature:
It was registered under No. 371 in 2010 from an expedition led by Deyan Dichev. 

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of local importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the fortress near the village of Melnitsa and the other fortresses along the Tundzha river from the late antiquity and the Middle Ages.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site has the potential to be included as a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Tracian Sanctuary in locality “Kusterelaka” near village Srem 

12. Historical significance of the object:
It is not mentioned in the historical sources.

Descriptions of objects from Antiquity and Late Antiquity
Fortified Roman villa in the Thracian cult complex in Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo

1. Numbering of the object: BG 25 В
2. Name of the object: Fortified Roman villa in the Thracian cult complex in Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo.
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Mishkova niva (Bachvarova koliba)
· Coordinates:
N 41. 956050  E 27.499796;    N 41. 956553  E 27.500268;    N 41. 956242  E 27.500944;    

N 41. 955739  E 27.500333;    center  N 41. 956114  E 27.500354;    

· Geographical description of the site: The villa is located 160 m west of the tomb with the crepida; on a flat terrain with a slight displacement to the south of the river Rezovska, which surrounds the site from the south and east.

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 3 km southwest of the town
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass
· Road infrastructure to the object:  1 km of asphalt from M. Tarnovo and about 2.5 km of dirt stabilized road.
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The fortified complex - villa is a small, approximately 1.5 decare (45 x 35 m) fortification with irregular rectangular shape. There are sections of the fortification wall, built of mud stone with mud, 0,70 m thick and the foundations of buildings. The entrance is shaped like a corridor with a monumental marble threshold with holes for the axles of a two-wing door. In the northern part of the fortress are revealed the bases built of marble stones foundations of a large building. The cultural layer is saturated with fragments of construction and household ceramics, objects of metal, stone and glass. The materials refer to the Roman and late antique movements.

Probably this villa is part of the cult complex that existed in the territory of Mishkova Niva.

7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 159.

M. Ruseva. Thracian cult architecture. Yambol, 2000.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With a mound cemetery necropolis located about 100 m west of the villa With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the necropolis in the locality Propada.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site, after its restoration, has great potential for its development as a tourist attraction. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

A mound cemetery necropolis located about 100 m west of the villa;

Fortress "Golyamoto Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto".

12. Historical significance of the object:
The Roman villa is part of the cult complex in the Mishkova niva area, which played a major role in the religious life of the Thracian tribes from the whole mountain. The materials from the site are located in the HM in M.Tarnovo

Tomb No. 1 in the locality "Propada" near Malko Tarnovo

1. Numbering of the object: BG 27 В
2. Name of the object: Tomb No. 1 in the locality "Propada" near Malko Tarnovo
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo 
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Propada" (Sushitsa)
· Coordinates: of the necropolis
N 41. 983904  E 27.484585;    N 41. 982939  Е 27.484456;   N 41.982245   Е 27.489317

N 41.983075   Е 27.489360    center  N 41.983250     Е 27.486988 

· Geographical description of the site: The tomb is located in the necropolis, which is situated in the tongue of a ridge in the direction of the west-east (eastward displacement); between two gullies that flow east to the Sushitsa River. The tongue is surrounded by the north with the dominant hills "The Big and the Little Volog". ALTITUDE 400-470 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 2.5 km southwest of the town 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: 3.5 km of asphalt and follow a 200-meter ladder trail to the beginning of the necropolis

6. Detailed description of the object: 

About 50 meters north of the road passing through the middle of the Roman necropolis is a ruined tomb consisting of a rectangular chamber and a small dromos. The tomb is oriented SE-NW with entrance at SE. The natural rock - marble - was used for its construction. Only the rear wall is stored in the chamber. It is a massive marble block with dimensions: 1,90x0,68 x 0,25 m. The stone is processed from all sides. The natural rock is used for the floor of the camera, and it is very precisely aligned with rustic technique. Camera dimensions: 2,10 x 1,95 m.

The Dromos is cut out very precisely in the rock. It measures 0.6 x1.18 and 10 cm. These 10 cm serve as a threshold to the chamber that is at a higher level. Maximum length of the dromos with the treated area in front of it 1.68m. Entrance width 0,80 m. The facade of the dromos is precisely processed. Total length of the tomb: 4,05 m.

The tomb was built at the end of III - the very beginning of IV century AD. 

7. Literature:
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - S: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2001  Sofia, 2002, 71-72.

D. Agre. Family burial facilities from the territory of Central Strandzha (1st millennium BC - 4th century AD). - In: The lands of Bulgaria cradle the Thracian culture, Vol. II. S., 2005, 104-109.

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the cult site in locality Mishkova niva.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site has great potential for its development as a tourist attraction. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The tomb, which is part of a necropolis, is located on the territory of Strandzha Park. About 2 km to the west is the nature reserve "Vitanovo", where the Bratanovata cave is located.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The tomb is part of a necropolis of about 50 mounds. This is the only studied object of the Roman epoch on the territory of Bulgaria, where all possible burial facilities of the epoch were discovered.

The excavation materials are located in HM Malko Tarnovo.

Tomb No. 2 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 28 В
2. Name of the object: Tomb No. 2 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo 
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Propada (Sushitsa)
· Coordinates:
N 41. 983904  E 27.484585;    N 41. 982939  Е 27.484456;   N 41.982245   Е 27.489317

N 41.983075   Е 27.489360    center  N 41.983250     Е 27.486988 

· Geographical description of the site: The tomb is located in the necropolis, which is situated in the tongue of a ridge in the direction of the west-east (eastward displacement); between two gullies that flow east to the Sushitsa River. The tongue is surrounded by the north with the dominant hills "The Big and the Little Volog". ALTITUDE 400-470 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 2.5 km southwest of the town
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass and bushes
· Road infrastructure to the object: 3.5 km of asphalt and follow a 500-meter ladder trail to Tomb No. 4
6. Detailed description of the object: 

About 100 meters southwest of tomb 1, tomb 2 is revealed. It is a rectangular chamber with a dromos, oriented to the South with an entrance from the South. The walls of the camera are completely preserved, as the stones of the building are very well crafted with rustic technique. The chamber has a trapezoidal shape, its entrance width is 0.59 m. The entrance between the dromos and the camera is closed with a door. It has trapezoidal shape, repeats the shape of the entrance. High is 1.13m. The door is treated much more roughly than the walls of the camera. The dromos consists of 2 rows of stone blocks. It has a height of 1.11m and a length of 1.39m. There are one gable on the northern and southern walls of the dromos. The dromos was closed with a more rough stone slab. The whole tomb is built without soldering (dry masonry).

The roof of the camera is double -sloped. The dromos was covered by two arch-shaped stones.

The tomb has two periods of use. In the second period, the dromos was lengthened by new blocks with more in-depth processing.

Concidering the coins the period of use of the tomb is from the end of the 3rd century, the time of the reign of Diocletian, until the middle of the 4th century BC is Constantine's Postum coin.

7. Literature:
D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - S: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2001  Sofia, 2002, 71-72.

D. Agre. Family burial facilities from the territory of Central Strandzha (1st millennium BC - 4th century AD). - In: The lands of Bulgaria cradle the Thracian culture, Vol. II. S., 2005, 104-109.

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the cult site in locality Mishkova niva.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site with great potential for its development as a tourist attraction. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The tomb, which is part of a necropolis, is located on the territory of Strandzha Park. About 2 km to the west is the nature reserve "Vitanovo", where the Bratanovata cave is located. 

12. Historical significance of the object:
The tomb is part of a necropolis of about 50 mounds. This is the only studied object of the Roman epoch on the territory of Bulgaria, where all possible burial facilities of the epoch were discovered.

The excavation materials are located in HM Malko Tarnovo

Tomb No. 3 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 29 В
2. Name of the object: Tomb No. 3 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo 

3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo
[image: image27.jpg]



4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Propada (Sushitsa)
· Coordinates: of the necropolis
N 41. 983904  E 27.484585;    N 41. 982939  Е 27.484456;   N 41.982245   Е 27.489317

N 41.983075   Е 27.489360    center  N 41.983250     Е 27.486988 

· Geographical description of the site: The tomb is located in the necropolis, which is situated in the tongue of a ridge in the direction of the west-east (eastward displacement); between two gullies that flow east to the Sushitsa River. The tongue is surrounded by the north with the dominant hills "The Big and the Little Volog". ALTITUDE 400-470 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 2,5 km southwest of the town 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object: 3.5 km of asphalt and follow a 200-meter ladder trail to the beginning of the necropolis
6. Detailed description of the object: 

In the westernmost part of the necropolis, about 100 meters south-east of tomb no 4, there is a tomb - one chamber with a dromos. Its orientation is SE-NW. The entrance is from SE. The tomb is built in irregular rows of rough marble stones, welded with mortar. The mortar is admixed with finely crushed construction ceramics. Except for joints, the tomb was not plastered. The Burial Chamber has a length of 3.04 m; width 2.83 m; maximum height of 2.0 m. The floor in the Burial chamber was laid on ceramic tiles. The joints between them are filled with mortar, and the larger ones are filled with stones and also plastered with mortar. The entrance is located in the eastern wall of the camera. Its sides are made of processed marble blocks and are profiled from the inside to the Burial chamber. The threshold of the entrance is sealed with treated limestone slabs. The material used for the sealing is similar to that used for the roof structure of the Burial chamber. The door between the dromos and the camera opened in and probably was wooden.

The dromos has a rectangular shape and is joined to the Burial chamber without a joint. It has dimensions: length 1.90 m; width 1.56 m; preserved height of 1.10 m. It is made of rough marble stones in rough rows. In the masonry of the southern and northern walls of the dromos are used fragments of building ceramics. The floor in the dromos is made of highly embedded clay.

Directly on both sides of the entrance to the dromos begins a façade that passes into the crepida surrounding the entire mound. It is made up of large, untreated stone blocks of rectangular shape and probably in 2-3 rows of height.

The tomb refers to the type of rectangular tombs with semi-cylindrical coverage. Its dating is in the first quarter of IV century. It is of a new type for the necropolis in the locality Propada and the new one is the use of limestone stone for the cover of the arch. The presence of a mobile door in the tomb presented in this work shows that it was conceived as a family tomb for several individuals that had to function for a long period of time.

7. Literature: 

D. Agre. Archeological excavations of mounds in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo. - S: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2004  Sofia, 2002, 71-72.

D. Agre. Family burial facilities from the territory of Central Strandzha (1st millennium BC - 4th century AD). - In: The lands of Bulgaria cradle the Thracian culture, Vol. II. S., 2005, 104-109.

D. Agre. Tomb of the late Roman epoch near Malko Tarnovo. - A collection in memory of Professor Velizar Velkov. Sofia, 2009, 366-374.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the cult site in locality Mishkova niva 

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site with great potential for its development as a tourist attraction. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The tomb, which is part of a necropolis, is located on the territory of Strandzha Park. About 2 km to the west is the nature reserve "Vitanovo", where the Bratanovata cave is located. 

12. Historical significance of the object:

The tomb is part of a necropolis of about 50 mounds. This is the only studied object of the Roman epoch on the territory of Bulgaria, where all possible burial facilities of the epoch were discovered.

The excavation materials are located in HM Malko Tarnovo.

Tomb No. 4 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo 

1. Numbering of the object: BG 30 В
2. Name of the object: Tomb No. 4 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo 
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Malko Tarnovo
· Inhabited place (Land): town Malko Tarnovo
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Propada (Sushitsa)
· Coordinates: of the necropolis
N 41. 983904  E 27.484585;    N 41. 982939  Е 27.484456;   N 41.982245   Е 27.489317

N 41.983075   Е 27.489360    center  N 41.983250     Е 27.486988 

· Geographical description of the site:  The tomb is located in the necropolis, which is situated in the tongue of a ridge in the direction of the west-east (eastward displacement); between two gullies that flow east to the Sushitsa River. The tongue is surrounded by the north with the dominant hills "The Big and the Little Volog". ALTITUDE 400-470 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Malko Tarnovo: 2,5 km southwest of the town 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  3.5 km of asphalt and follow a 500-meter ladder trail to Tomb No. 4

6. Detailed description of the object: 

At 160 m to the west of tomb No 3, there is a tomb 4. The tomb was explored in 1979. It is located a small mound with a diameter of 16 m and a height of 2 m. The tomb is made up of large local marble blocks connected by floods with lead covered iron staples. The Burial chamber is a bee-hive-like structure. It has a diameter of 2.12 m and a height of 2.15 m. It has been started from the very floor, which is laid out with tightly fitting large stone slabs of irregular shape. The walls are constructed of three horizontal rows of arcuately cut blocks, each successive row projecting inwardly toward the lower one, their inner surface being tapered to form a continuously curving upward round surface. On the third row there is another line of high triangular blocks forming the corral-tipped part of the dome. There is no decoration on the inside of the dome. The entrance of the camera is facing southeast. In front of it there is a short dromos, formed by two large marble side plates and covered with three marble blocks, the lower surface of which is cut out as a semi-cylindrical vault. The dromos has a length of 2.10 m and a width of 1.05 m. The floor of the dromos is also covered with paving of large slabs. At its front end the dromos was narrowed with two transversely placed plates above which a block with a narrowed half-cylindrical cut was stepped. Above the entrance of the dromos was placed a triangular pediment with a relief image of a shield and a spear found in the southern wall of the church "St. Virgin Mary "in Malko Tarnovo. In the tomb were found ceramic and glass vessels, glass beads, bronze objects and bronze coins. The tomb dates back to the Roman era - it was probably built at the end of the 2nd or the very beginning of the 3rd century AD.

7. Literature:
P. Delev. Archaeological research in the region of Malko Tarnovo. - Strandzha-Sakarski Collection. Vol . III, book 2 . Malko Tarnovo, 1984, 45-50.

Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 159.

M. Ruseva. Thracian cult architecture. Yambol, 2000.

D. Agre. Family burial facilities from the territory of Central Strandzha (1st millennium BC - 4th century AD). - In: The lands of Bulgaria cradle the Thracian culture, Vol. II. S., 2005, 104-109.

D. Agre. Tomb of the late Roman epoch near Malko Tarnovo. - A collection in memory of Professor Velizar Velkov. Sofia, 2009, 366-374.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of national importance

9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the fortress "Golyamo Gradishte" and the fortress "Kaleto"; with the cult site in locality Mishkova niva 

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site with great potential for its development as a tourist attraction. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The tomb, which is part of a necropolis, is located on the territory of Strandzha Park. About 2 km to the west is the nature reserve "Vitanovo", where the Bratanovata cave is located. 

12. Historical significance of the object:

The tomb is part of a necropolis of about 50 mounds. This is the only studied object of the Roman epoch on the territory of Bulgaria, where all possible burial facilities of the epoch were discovered.

The excavation materials are located in HM Malko Tarnovo.

Roman villa in the locality "Manastircheto" near the village of Stroyno

1. Numbering of the object: BG 64 Y
2. Name of the object: Roman villa in the locality "Manastircheto" (St. Iliya) near the village of Stroyno, Municipality Elhovo
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria 
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Elhovo
· Inhabited place (Land): village Stroyno
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality "Manastircheto" (St. Iliya)
· Coordinates:

N 42. 274053   E 26. 683586; N 42. 272767  E 26.684418 ;  N 42.272267   E 
26.682937; 


N 42.273466    E 26. 681972;  center N 42.273152   E 26. 683221; 

· Geographical description of the site: The site is situated on a sloping northern slope; west of Bakadzhik peak; on a gully that flows into the Dereorman River. It is located on arable levels. Terrain is displaced from east to west.   ALTITUDE 195 м
· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


-from the center of the village Stroyno: 0.5 km east of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass 

· Road infrastructure to the object:  There is an asphalt road next to the site 
6. Detailed description of the object: 

The site is a Roman villa with an area of ​​around 500 sq.m. The building has residential and commercial buildings; domestic furnaces; fence walls. The rooms are rectangular. The walls are two-faced, the plank between the faces is made of smaller stones. Their thickness varies from 0.65 to 1.06 m and the preserved height is up to 1.0 m. Inside the premises are found building and tableware ceramics, kitchen utensils and containers intended for longer food storage. Among the more typical forms are pancakes, cups, pots, amphorae, the large quantity of ceramics type "dish"; jewels and coins.
The villa was built at the end of the 1st century and existed until the end of the second century - the very beginning of the 3rd century.

The research on the site began in 2014.
7. Literature:
D. Agreg, D. Dichev. Archaeological excavations of a settlement site in the locality Manastircheto-St. Ilia, near the village of Stroyno, Elhovo municipality - S: Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2014  Sofia, 2015, 208-211.

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the site in locality Yurta northwest of the village Stroyno; with Golyama Raikova mound - studied in 2006-2008
10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

After the final study of the site, it has enormous potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination. The villa is extremely well preserved.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

The site - "Veteran village in the locality Yurta", northwest of the village Stroyno; the chapel "St. Ilia ".
12. Historical significance of the object:
The period from the end of the 1st century BC to the beginning of the 1st century BC is the most obscure period in Thracian archeology. This is the final stage of the existence of the Thracian kingdom (11 BC-45 AD), the time of Lord Remetalk, after the death of which Rome finally established its power in Thrace and Moesia. This period - the entry of Thrace into the Roman cultural world, raises a number of questions to which the answer has not yet been given. One of the important issues is: - what is happening in Thrace and how it is on the world stage. Judging by the rich graves found in Thrace dating back to the 1st century BC, the Thracian army and aristocracy enjoys great privileges and power. But how these aristocrats lived is not yet clear. Settlement sites from this period in Bulgaria have not been studied, making the site near Stroyno even more significant. He died in a fire at the end of the second century - the very beginning of the third century. After its burning, life here does not recover. This in turn has helped in preserving extremely valuable information about its inhabitation.

The material of the site is in  EAM-Elhovo.

Descriptions of objects from the Middle Ages
Late Antiquity and Medieval Fortress "Gornoto Gradishte" near the town of Sredets

1. Numbering of the object: BG 44 В
2. Name of the object: Late Antiquity and Medieval Fortress "Gornoto Gradishte" near the town of Sredets
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Bourgas
· Municipality: Sredets
· Inhabited place (Land): the land of town Sredets
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality “Kaleto”
· Coordinates:
N 42. 339654  E 27.153012;    N 42.339500   Е 27.153269;   N 42.340308   Е 27.154176

N 42.340503   Е 27.153554    center  N 42.339920    Е 27. 153473

· Geographical description of the site: The fortress is situated on the equal ridge of a medium hill of the Strandzha Foothills, on the right bank of the river Sredetska, in the southwest corner of Sredets. The hill is naturally protected from the west and the north is surrounded by the Sredetska River and east of the swamp. It is accessible from the south.  ALTITUDE 92 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of Sredets: 2.3 km west-southwest of the city 

5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with grass
· Road infrastructure to the object:  1.5 asphalt, 400 m, dirt road, 100 m trail
6. Detailed description of the object: 

· During the excavations it was found that the fortress existed during two epochs - the early Byzantine IV-VII century and the Second Bulgarian state - ХІІ-XIV c.

· Fortress wall: The fortification wall follows the ridge of the hill. The fortified area has an elliptical shape of approximately 18 decares. Double walls of the fortress have scattered the plateau on all sides. The wall is grounded directly on the rock. Its thickness reaches from 3.20 to 3.60 m. It is made up of medium-sized blocks - sandstone and granite, with well-groomed faces. Between the faces there is a filling of lump stone and river lobes, flooded with white mortar.
· Towers: On the eastern fortress there are two angular battle towers and one intermediate. Their floors are covered with slab stones. Both towers are built in correct rows of well-cut stones of different sizes, bonded with white mortar. In the middle tower there are two periods of construction. In the interior of the fortress are revealed the foundations of buildings from the two periods of inhabitation of the fortress.

· Poterna: About 4 meters north of the point where the wall turns to the east, there is a 1m-wide Poterna (secret entrance), located along the northern wall. Later (the end of the 6th century), it was roughly built from the north with a primitive wall made up of different stones without row, bundled and covered with white mortar on the inside and outside. The floor of the Poterna was covered with stone slabs on a stamped clay.

· Rooms inside the facility: In the eastern part of the two towers are open spaces with lightweight construction; were covered with teguli. The premises are structurally connected to the towers and parts of the fortress wall. The walls of the latter have served as walls and on the premises.
The fortress's construction probably began during the reign of Emperor Anastasius (491-518) and was completed with Justin I (518-527). It is very likely that the fortress was destroyed after 1050 by the pechenegs, as evidenced by the traces of a great fire and the lack of numismatic and archaeological material from the second half of the XI century. The open-ended household and tableware ceramics, as well as the new skull of Manuel I Komnin (1143-1180), speak of a revival of life from the second quarter of the 12th century.

7. Literature:
Strandzha. Ancient and Modern Times. S., 1990, 173.

M. Balbolova-Ivanova. Fortress construction of the fortress in locality Kaleto in the town of Sredets, Bourgas region (preliminary notice). Archeology, 1995, 1, 28-34.

8. Status of the object: Monument of national importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The site has great potential for development.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Roman city of Develt; 

12. Historical significance of the object:
The fortification was entered into the system of the Third Barrier Line, formed on the slopes of Strandzha, which was one of the essential elements in the Byzantine defense. Good visibility to Bakadzhika, as well as its coexistence with Markeli and Develt, give reason to assume that it is one of the posts to receive light signaling in danger from the north on the line: Markeli-Ba kale – station on the higher hill east of it - Develt.

Fortress in the locality “Kaleto” on the territory of the village of Bulgarska Polyana
1. Numbering of the object: BG 54 H
2. Name of the object: Fortress in the locality “Kaleto” on the territory of the village of Bulgarska Polyana, Municipality Topolovgrad
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): village Bulgarska Polyana
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality Kaleto
· Coordinates:
N 42.008042    E 26. 249974;  N 42.007464   E 26.249336;   N 42.007994    E 26. 247833     N 42. 008453   E 26.  248440    center N 42.007963   E 26.248944 

· Geographical description of the site: The fortress is located at the highest point of a branch of Sakar's central ridge. The branch is south-north. Access took place on the saddle from the southwest. ALTITUDE 662 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


- from the center of the village of Bulgarska polyana: 4.8 km southeast of the village
5. Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with forest-oak, 
· Road infrastructure to the object:  2,5 km of asphalt, followed by 4,7 km of dirt road – stabilized

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The enclosed space of the fortress wall is of elongated rectangular shape, with an east-west orientation. The fenced area is about 7.5 acres. The length of the east-west wall is about 100 m; the width from the west is about 50 m; from the east about 40 m. The fortress wall is built of stones built of mortar and crushed brick in it. The faces are made of larger stones. The filling is made of smaller stones. Wall thickness from 1.40 to 1.60 m.

On the territory of the fortress there are many treasure-hunters excavations; in one of these, the face of the fortress wall is visible at the south end; preserved about 6m long (reaching almost to the southwest corner). There are 4 rows in height (about 0.90 m according to the interior). In the treasures of the treasures, fragments of pottery (pots / pots, pots, bowls) from late antiquity and the Middle Ages were discovered.

In the interior of the fortress the destruction of the east-west oriental church is outlined. An abscis is preserved with dimensions: length - 8,40 m, width 7,30, height of the dismantling 0,60 m.

Based on the surface materials and the way the wall was built, the fortress was built before the Late Anti-Ages. In the Middle Ages, a single-nave church was built in the eastern part of the fortress.

The fortress was registered in field tours in 2009 under No. 241.

7. Literature:
D. Dichev. Terrain tours in the land of the villages of Bulgarska polyana, Hlyabovo and Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad. – Archaeological discoveries and excavations in 2009 S., 2010, 668. 

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of regional importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

The fortress, along with the dolmens in this part of Sakar, has great potential for its inclusion in a tourist destination.

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Dolmens in locality Mangara, Rock formation - Kartal Kaya

12. Historical significance of the object:
The object has not been explored.
Fortress and sanctuary “Paleokastro” near Topolovgrad
1. Numbering of the object: BG 55 H
2. Name of the object: Fortress and sanctuary “Paleokastro” near Topolovgrad
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3. Administrative affiliation
· State: Bulgaria
· District: Haskovo
· Municipality: Topolovgrad
· Inhabited place (Land): Topolovgrad
4. Location: 

· Locality: locality  “Paleocastro” 

· Coordinates:
N 42. 078436   E 26.304466;  N 42.078896   E 26.305013;   N 42.079730    E 26. 303265    N 42.079396   E 26.302793    center N 42.078918   E 26.303823 

· Geographical description of the site: The fortress is located on the top of Paleokastro (424 m). The peak is surrounded by both sides of Golyamata Reka (the Great River). The site has a wide view of the north and east. ALTITUDE 432 м

· Distance and direction from the centre of the settlement to the site: 


-from the center of Topolovgrad: 2.8 km west, southwest of the town
5.  Accessibility 

· Surface: overgrown with forest

· Road infrastructure to the object:  There are signs and signs next to the site. From the town: 1,5 m asphalt, 700 m black stabilized road, 1,5 km trail 

6. Detailed description of the object: 

The fortress covers an area of ​​about 4.5 acres. The fenced area has a very elongated rectangular shape. The fortress wall is made of stones brazed with white mortar. From the south-southwest there is a rock wreath, which is a natural protection - in places it is additionally fortified with a wall. The fortress is most accessible from the saddle from the north, where the entrance might have been. On this northern wall there are remains of two angular towers. The wall in this part is preserved at a height of up to 2.5 m. Northeast of the main wall is visible remnants of a second wall, and between the two walls there was probably a carved moat. No remains of buildings are found in the interior.

On site archaeological excavations were not carried out. The fortress was built in the period of late antiquity.

The entire ridge, on the territory of the fortress and outside it, reveals a number of rock formations on which circles are cut - disks. According to some researchers, this is a rock sanctuary related to the Thracian honoring of the Sun.

7. Literature:
Megaliths in Thrace. S.,1976, 159-160.

8. Status of the object: 

Monument of regional importance
9. The connection of the object with other sites in the region. 

With the other dolmens on the territory of Municipality Topolovgrad.

10. Potential of the site for its development as a tourist attraction: 

Megaliths in Thrace. S. After the study of the fortress, it has great potential for its inclusion in tourist routes. 

11. Other landmarks near the site: 

Dolmen near village Sakartsi.

12. Historical significance of the object:
The object has not been explored.

Suggestions for possible thematic routes
Thematic Route І. Megalithic culture in Strandzha and Sakar
Historical reference
The transition between the 2nd and 1st millennium BC is the period that has caused historic changes in the life of Southeast Europe. The Age of the Trojan War - XIII c. BC is a border after which profound changes, global migrations are unfolding; a huge resettlement has begun, "Aegean migration of the peoples". This is also the moment when the Thracians appear on the historical scene and are also involved in this migration to settle on territories that have been fascinated with them by ancient authors in later times. Homer and Diodorus wrote that during and right after the Trojan War the Thracians had a strong and well-armed army that was the main maritime force and ruled over the seas. Surely during this period, Thracian tribes lived on the shores of the Aegean, Marmara and Black Seas. They know shipping and make it a livelihood. In the lands inhabited by Thracian tribes, the border between the two epochs (bronze and iron), apart from the entering of iron in all spheres of life, is characterized by a global change of burial beliefs and related rituals. From the idea of ​​returning the dead to the mother earth womb, the shrinking in the embryonic posture and the red ocher coating, goes to the idea of ​​"afterlife" as a projection of the real. During the Iron Age, tombs - the "dwellings" of the dead - appeared for the first time. These first and early tombs are the Dolmens. The Dolmens are characteristic of many areas of the ancient world. They are found in Europe, Asia and Africa, and their development and development are set in a huge chronological period from 4th-3th millennium BC to 2 nd millennium BC. In Bulgaria the dolmens meet in a distinct geographic area including Strandzha Mountain, Sakar and the Eastern Rhodopes. Their limited territory and their small number make them even more interesting for both scientists and anyone interested in our ancient past. The studies of dolmens in Strandzha and Sakar in the last three decades have provided convincing archaeological evidence that their construction and use should be placed in the 9th-7th centuries BC, as they are the earliest architectural burial facilities on this territory. In the territory of Eastern Sakar (Topolovgrad Municipality) the highest number of dolmens is registered, which are characterized by impressive dimensions and precise processing. Dolmens are built in a way that allows their continued use, which explains their use as ruler-family or native tombs. They were buried representatives of the tribal elite of the local establishment, which was formed in that period. A preferred place for the construction of the dolmens are places with a wide horizon-mountain ridge and their slopes. Extreme attention is paid to their orientation, despite the peculiarities of the terrain - the entrance is always from the south. Architecturally, dolmen follow similar planning and construction techniques. They are built of solid roughly processed granite stone slabs. The most common are the one-chamber dolmens, consisting of a burial chamber and a dromos-corridor and two-chamber ones, which have a second chamber (ante-chamber) and dromos. The entrance between the individual chambers is carved on the front of the premises. The cover of the cameras and dromos is made of horizontally placed single plates, reaching a weight of up to 2-3 tons. A crepida of vertical stones is built around these facilities. The space between the crepida and the dolmen is filled with a mound embankment consisting entirely of stones or of stones and earth. This embankment does not completely cover the dolmens, it partially covers it, the roof plate remains visible. Typically, the tomb itself is offset to the centre of the mound in the direction of its entrance. This is due to an effort at filling the mound entrance to the dolmen not be closed and be available to perform the commemoration rituals and subsequent burials, the number of those buried in some of the dolmens reaches 14 individuals (dolmen № 1 in locality Lagat, near the village of Zabernovo). On both sides of the entrance of the dolmens there is a facade made of vertically-laid massive slabs or made of smaller slab stones arranged horizontally. The burial ritual practiced in the dolmens is body placing. The body is laid in the Burial chamber in a stretched north-facing position. The dead are buried dressed with their belongings for body and clothes. As a inventory in the Burial chamber are placed ceramic vessels - cups with high handles and cups. In the front-chamber are mainly ceramic vessels and ornaments, some of the dolmens in these chambers are also recorded funerals. The place where the greatest concentration of archaeological materials is found is the space in front of the entrance and the facade. On an area of ​​about 10-15 square meters there is a large number of fragmented and whole ceramic vessels, fibulae, remains of sacrificial food. This is followed by a remarkable ritual, which was first recorded in the dolmen. It is already clear that dolmens are not individual graves, but are intended for long-term use as ruler's family tombs. They were buried representatives of the tribal elite of the local establishment, which was formed in that period. Among the most impressive dolmens are the two dolmens near the village of Golyam Dervent, Elhovo. Their entrance plates are richly decorated with elaborate ornaments composed of spirals, meanders and other elements. In Dolmen No 1, the central spot in the decoration was the image of a labris - a double ax. The Labris is a well-known symbol of the royal power in Thrace and other ancient cultures. The whole decoration of the dolmen as well as the fact that only one man's remains are found in his tomb chamber allows to speculate that this dolmene is the earliest Thracian ruler's tomb found on the territory of Thrace.

The richest inventory is the dolmens in the locality Tsurvadakovite kashli, near the village of Belevren, the municipality of Sredets, as well as the dolmens in the locality of Lozata and in the locality of Kiriakstoyanovata kashla in the land of the same village.

Some of the biggest dolmens are in the villages of Hlyabovo, Bulgarska livada and Sakartsi (in Sakar) and in the villages of Belevren, Granichar, Kirovo, Evrenezovo and Zabernovo (in Strandzha).

On a semantic level, apart from being the eternal home of the dead, they are a sacred zone in which the two worlds meet, the space in which the living and the dead are in contact. They are also perceived as a peculiar entrance to the Hereafter. Leaving half-buried in the mound, they are half in the underworld and half in the living world. The buried in the dolmens do not eventually pass into the afterlife, they become mediators between the world of the living and the world of the gods. These dead become mediators and can come into contact with the living, and even influence their destinies, and at the same time they depend on them. The living ones are those who undertake to continue to "feed" them. For this purpose, pots of food and drink were left in front of the facades of the dolmens, the dromos and the front-chamber for a certain period of time. The purpose of this food is to summon the soul of the dead in their home, where they have been tasked to carry the requests or wishes of the living to their ancestors (heroes or deities).

The construction and use of dolmens ceases at the beginning of the 6th century BC, this is the time when on the same territory where these monuments are distributed, one of the most powerful tribal associations of the Odrys is on the historical stage.

These monuments are worshiped over a long period of time after their construction and use as sacred places. In some parts of Strandzha and Sakar to this day there are traditions and beliefs and rituals related to these monuments, called by the population "caves", "barns", "dragon houses", "stoned stones" and so on.

The dolmens in Bulgaria, these most impressive monuments of megalithic culture on our lands, are in no way retreating from their world-famous "brothers" from different regions of the world. They are evidence of a highly developed Thracian culture, which is still not even known to the scientists. Researching, preserving, promoting and ultimately becoming aware of them as one of the most important architectural monuments of ancient times on our lands is of paramount importance to all those interested in our Thracian past.
The most representative dolmens and Thracian cult places 

І.  The Dolmens in Strandzha Mountain
1. Dolmens in the land of the village of Belevren, in the locality Tsurvadakovite kashli; in the locality Lozata; in Kiriak Stoyanova kushla

2. Dolmen in the locality Korub in the land of village Kirovo, Dolmen in locality Lozyata 
3. The Dolmens near the village of Evrenezovo - in the locality Bakaren Izvor; locality Lakite

4. The Dolmens near the village of Goliam Dervent - Western Strandzha – locality Peshterite (the Caves)

ІІ. Dolmens in Sakar
1. The Dolmen in the locality "Nacheni Chairi" near the village of Hlyabovo; two dolmens in the locality Mangara; Dolmen in the locality Gaidarova peshtera; Dolmen in the locality Evdzhka; 

2. Dolmen in locality Kapaklikyka near village Sakartsi; dolmen in locality "Kliftinova niva"; Dolmen in locality Zhelyov Dol

3. Dolmen in the locality Byalata treva (The White grass) near the village of Bulgarska polyana; Dolmen in the locality Slavova kuria;

Thematic Route: ІІ. The Odrysian kingdom
Historical reference
After VIII c. BC the settlements of Hellenic colonists began to appear on the Aegean and Black Sea coasts of the Balkan Peninsula. The Persians also often struggled with the local population. The relations of the Thracians with the rest of the peoples have intensified political life, leading to military consolidation. For the first time, Odrys managed to create a lasting union. The first Thracian state - Odrysia (V century BC), the most remarkable Thracian unification that existed in our lands and has had a great influence on the further history of our lands, was led by Tsar Teres. The Odrysian state extends to Southeast Thrace along the upstream Maritsa and Tundja streams to the coasts of the Black, Marmara and Aegean Seas, and is often referred to as a factor in neighboring Balkan relations. Several favorable factors are interwoven in the area, among which are the strategic advantages and proximity to the convenient outlets along the Straits (Hellespont and Bosphorus) and the Marmara Sea basin. This vast but compact area is cut by rivers, which Maritsa River is navigable up to Filipopolis (now Plovdiv), has a good road network, a mild climate and is extremely fertile. Positive role for the emergence of the Odrysian kingdom is played not only by the Greek colonies and the process of colonization of the Thracian coasts, which promote the retaliatory consolidation and stimulate the reaction and extent of the military measures, but especially the Persian presence. The struggles that the Persians have with the local population and the Greeks help to intensify political life, to achieve military stability and the strength of unification.

The prolonged, almost forty-year stay of their garrisons in coastal key locations, and especially in the estuaries of the rivers, helped to exploit the Asia Minor and Iranian management experience. "From the countries of Europe," wrote the ancient Greek historian Thucydides, "which is located between the Ionian Gulf and the Black Sea, the Thracian kingdom is the largest in terms of its income and other wealth," a convincing feature for the most prosperous state in Southeast Europe in the 5th century BC The Dynastic line of Odrys begins with Teres (around the end of the VI-early 40s of the 5th century BC). Tukidid writes that he creates the "vast kingdom of the Odrys" and makes it clear that he is "the first king to acquire with great power" and permanently stabilizes power.Teres lives long, reaches the age of 92 and is inherited by his eldest son, Sparadok (around the beginning of the 1940s, the 5th century BC). dignity can be seen from the coins of his name, minted in the ateliers of the Greek colonies, where large cash proceeds, an expression of the tax imposed by the Greeks and their political dependence on the Thracians.
Obviously, Sparadok is the first Odryan king who has a formal treaty with Athens and its allied union, and the agreement on the paid tribute is settled between the two partners in favor of the Thracians. After Sparadak on the throne comes Sitalk (about the middle of the 40s of the 5th c. BC - 424 BC), Teres' second son. At Sitalk, the state has expanded considerably. There were conquered territories to the north of Hemus (Stara Planina) up to the mouth of the Danube. According to Thucydides, the domains of the Odrys began from Abdera at the mouth of the Mesta River and spread to the mouth of the Danube. Within the borders of the Odrysian kingdom, the lands of other Thracian tribes, which were conquered by Sitalk and paid him a tax, entered the territory. For this reason he was also called the "Thracian king". Sitalk concluded a peace treaty with the Athenians on the eve of the Peloponnesian wars in 431 BC. Sitalc's ambitions were to extend the country's borders to the west, at the expense of Macedonia and its ruler, Perdika. In 424 BC, the king fought a battle with tribals, but he failed and did not fasten the new western borders of the state to the natural perpendicular Timok - Struma. In the same year, Sitalk died, but it does not make sense whether he died on the battlefield, or that death drove him to his residence. Sevt, known as Sevt I, ascended to the throne. This could be explained by a possible palace coup against the legal successor or against Sitalk himself. The new king continued the active economic and political operations of his predecessor.

Sevt is known to succeed in renewing the alliance with the Athenians. During the period 424 - 421 BC, there has been a remarkable increase in taxes by all the Barbarian peoples (the direct subjects but the Odrys) and by the Greek cities dominated by the Odrys. They reached up to 400 talents in cash and paid in gold and silver. The power of the Thracians grew with full force. The Tsar has managed to find the right formula for managing a strong and powerful state. It is known that he has assembled an army of mercenary ghettos and started a military campaign against the Athenians in the southeast, near the Thracian Chersonese. Sevt defeated his opponents and conquered a city that was probably Cardia. The event dates back to 411 BC, but from that moment on, the information about the Thracian tsar is lost in the written literature.

With the rule of its first rulers, the Odrysian kingdom stood at the brink of its greatest prosperity, turned into a major military-political force, and declared unambiguous claims to its neighbors. For the first time, the state organization went boldly on the stage of tangled international relations on the Balkan Peninsula. The last great Odrysian Tsar was Kotytis I (IV c. BC). During his reign, the Odrys kingdom achieved a peaking in its political life. According to ancient authors, he took the throne after a coup. The Tsar entered history as an ally of Athens, even receiving honorary citizenship as a sign of friendship. Longsighted and armed with patience, Kotis was not rushed to the military action. In 362 BC, all advantages were on the Thracian side. Before this battle, Kotytis had behind him a few unsuccessful attempts to expand the Hellenes. The Thracian troops invaded the Thracian Chersonese and this time, without much effort, conquered it. Before he finished the Chersonese offensive, Kotis was killed by two brothers from Enos, under the Athenians' suggestion.

After the death of Kotys, the Odrysian kingdom was divided into three parts. There has been a period of decentralization, of the establishment of new or of a state governmental organizations. Years of decline followed. The heavy times for the Thracian people were used by the Macedonian ruler Philip II, who invaded with his troops Thrace. The Odrysian kingdom was conquered by the new "superpower" in the ancient world - the Macedonian state of Philip II and Alexander of Macedonia. But the new empire of Alexander was fleeting. The state of Odrysa recovered and soon strengthened in its quest for independence. Under the rule of Sevt III, the revived kingdom has reached a new rise. He was a mighty ruler, he held a great army, built inaccessible strongholds. He moved the capital of the kingdom to a newly built city called Seuthopolis (today at the bottom of the Koprinka dam near Kazanlak). The first started making coins with his own image. The Odrysian kingdom once again became the strongest Thracian state. It became the most serious ally of Athens and Sparta and made the Macedonians conform to her power. In 313 BC, during the struggle with Lysimach, one of Alexander the Great's heirs (diadoxes), the Thracian ruler made an attempt to place its garrisons on the Black Sea towns. They, however, rose to an uprising that he failed to quell. Then there is no data meeting for the Odryan leader Sevt III. After the death of King Sevt III from the north, the Celts invaded and occupied part of the Thracian lands. Soon the invaders were expelled, but then another, much more dangerous enemy - the Romans - appeared. The fragmentation of Thrace was dependent on the Romans, and after 200 years of resistance and maneuvers in the middle of the 1st century AD after the death of Remetalc III, who left no heir, from the Odrysian kingdom in 45-46 AD. the Roman province of Thrace was formed.
The most significant objects related to the Odrysian kingdom
1. Fortified royal home in the locality Tatar masha near village Knyazhevo, Municipality Topolovgrad
2. Tomb near the village of Ruzhitsa, Bolyarovo municipality
Thematic Route III. The Astess kingdom
Historical reference
Towards the middle of the 1st millennium BC. The Strandzha Mountain is inhabited by the Thracian tribes of Thyni and Astes, subordinate to the newly created Odrysian kingdom. The Thracian-melinophagus (millet-eaters) inhabiting Salmidesos (today Midia, Turkey) for centuries inspired the horror of sailors with their cruel pirate raids. The Thyni, which most probably inhabit the entire Strandzha, are among the most militant of all tribes and the most experienced in the night attacks. The name of Cape Tiniada (today Ineada, Turkey) derives from their tribal name. To the north of the mud have to be the Skrimyadi and the Nipsei. After the destruction of the Celtic kingdom in the last decade of the 3rd century BC, the descendants of the Odrysian state are beginning to pay more attention to the Strandzha region. Its economic prosperity was manifested through the development of metallurgy in IV - III century BC. Since then, there are many silver and bronze coins of Apolonia, Parion and Enos, as well as the gold, silver and bronze coins of the Hellenistic rulers Philip II and Alexander of Macedon.

In the 2 nd c. - the period of late Hellenism, the last powerful kingdom of the Thracians - the Astessa, which covers the coastal region with the whole Strandzha Mountain, to the west of Sakar and reaches to the northwest to Kabyle (Yambol) the mighty kingdoms of this period, such as the Bosporian, the Vitan, and other Pontic kingdoms. This is the least studied period of the history of Thrace.

The capital of the Astessic kingdom was the city of Bizzia in South Strandzha. The Thracian town was situated, like most Strandzha fortresses, on a tall, rocky hill not far from the modern town of Viza, today in the Republic of Turkey. The ancient writers wrote about the aesthetics, and it was relatively much. One of the oldest records dating back to the 1st century BC is found in Pseudoscimmonos. Here is what he wrote: "... then it stretches to seven hundred steps, a beach named Salmides, too swampy, inaccessible and without any port, a place very dangerous for ships. It follows Cape Taniada with a good harbor, which is the end point of the Thracian Astika, with it bordering the city of Apollonia ... ". Even more specific is Strabo (63 BC - 19 AD), describing the Black Sea coast between Salmids and Apollonia: "... Those who fall on this coast are being robbed by the Thracian tribes, who lives there ... "Pliny the Old (24-79 AD) writes about the tribal territory of the Asti:" ... In the area Astika there was a city Antium, and now Apollonia ... ".

Claudius Ptolemy (II c.AD), notes: "... Along the coast of Perinthus (Ergeli), up to Apollonia the Astessic Strategy extends..."

At the end of the 2nd and the beginning of the 1st century BC, Mithridate VI Eupator, king of the Pontic kingdom located on the Black Sea coast of the Black Sea, has created a powerful anti-Roman coalition. He united under his scepter all peoples living around Ponta. In his coalition he joined the Thracian king Mostis, whose bronze coins and silver tetradramas were spread exclusively in Southeast Thrace. Mostis is one of the most influential Thracian kings from the time of the Astessic kingdom (the last quarter of the second quarter of the 1st century BC). From this ruler, in the fortified home near the village of Sinemorets was discovered the greatest treasure from silver tetradrachms in which coins are hoisted by this ruler. The richness of the material found in Sinemorets and Brodilovo shows that this part of Strandzha was extremely rich and played an important role in the political and economic space of the Astessic Kingdom

After the death of Mostis, power in the Astessic kingdom passed into the hands of Kotytis, Sadala, Kotis II, Sadala; Raskapporis I and the last Astess ruler Remetalk.

After the victory of Rome over Mithridate VI, the Astess Thracian kingdom with capital Visia, began to live under the long-suffering of the new conqueror. It must have been a terrible thing for the Strandzha astes, but it turned out to be useful for history. For, during this period, Roman writers often talk about the kings of Vision, their wealth, their political and military behavior

It was only with Remetalk that I came to the temptation of Thrace. He pulled a winning card by backing August in his battle with Mark Antony at Cape Aktie in 31 BC. and subsequently became his vassal. With the help of the Romans, he began to govern all Thrace. Since 10 BC, Remetalk sank silver coins in the big cities of Byzantium and Caldhedon. His bronze coins are the most common in Ahtopol, which during this period played a role in one of his ports. Rare amphorae have been found in this city, which testify to direct contacts with Rome itself and the Western Mediterranean. Bronze coins of Remetalk I were minted in Mesambria. In his honor, the season of shipping was discovered in spring, according to an inscription found in Byzantium, which was dedicated to Isis.

In the 45 AD. the Emperor Claudius announced the annexation of the Remetall State with the capital of Bizia, turning it into the Roman province of Thrace - that is the end of the last Thracian kingdom - the Astes, and at the end of the 3rd century the Strandzha region fell into the province of Hememont.

The most representative objects of the period of the Astessic kingdom

1. The fortress "Pharmacida" near Primorsko

2. Fortified royal home in the locality Pastich, near the village of Brodilovo, Tsarevo municipality

3. Fortified royal home in the locality Golata Niva, near Sinemorets village, Tsarevo municipality

4. Fortress in Ahtopol

5. Fortress Kaleto in the land of village of Slivarovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo

Thematic Route IV. Strandzha during the Roman Age
The most significant monuments of the Roman era
І. The Land of the Municipality of Malko Tarnovo - Central Strandzha
1. Thracian architectural and archaeological complex in locality Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo
2. Necropolis with shaft graves in the locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo

3. Tomb No. 1 in the locality “Propada” near Malko Tarnovo
4. Tomb No. 2 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo
5. Tomb No. 3 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo
6. Tomb No. 4 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo
7. Tomb of the Roman Age in a mound near the village of Evrenezovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo

8. Fortified Roman villa in the Thracian cult complex in Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo
ІІ. The Land of Elhovo - Western Strandzha
1. Roman villa in the "Monastery" (St. Iliya), near the village of Stroyno, Elhovo municipality

Thematic route V. Strandzha and Sakar through the Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages

Historical reference
When Byzantium became Constantinople, it began to concentrate all the resources of Anatolia and Europe. And if in the territory of the old town only the southern foothills of Strandzha entered, then the hinterland of Nea Roma covered not only Strandzha and Sakar but also the whole Eastern Balkan Range. The Late Antiquity (4th-6th centuries AD) is a link between ancient and modern times. Strandzha and Sakar are rich with materials and finds from this era. This is also the main cultural layer on most of the fortresses and settlements; many random finds are also known. Different factors have determined this phenomenon. First of all, it should be noted that the economic growth of Strandza during the period of late antiquity is due to its proximity to the capital Constantinople. The region is becoming a natural economic and strategic hinterland of the capital, which also explains the active fortress construction started in the 4th century AD.

Secondly, due to its mountainous character and its geographical location, this region has largely escaped the hits of barbarian invasions that shook the entire Balkan Peninsula at that time. Since the V-IV c., Many early Christian basilicas date on the territory of Strandzha and Sakar. The demand for metals and charcoal was enormous and this triggered a new impetus in the development of metallurgy and coal mining. The huge city was an insatiable consumer of honey, meat, wax, marble, and so on. During this period, there is an intense life in both Ahtopol and Urdoviza, as well as in the villages around Bourgas and Sredets, as well as in the entire Strandzha. By the middle of the 6th century, during the reign of Justinian, the Great Strandzha and Sakar Region were threatened by the constant raids of Slavs and Avars. By the end of the 6th-beginning of the 7th century the Slavs began to settle in Southeast Thrace. The birth of the Bulgarian state in 681 affected the Strandzha region in the first century of its existence.

In 705, when the Bulgarian Khan Tervel received the prize Zagore district, the main ridge of Strandzha became a border between Bulgaria and Byzantium. Subsequently, it often changed its specific location. At certain times this was the border trench "Erkesia" in the northern foothills bordering on Sakar. Its exact location over the centuries will hardly ever be fixed. It is undisputed, however, that it passed through the Strandzha-Sakar massif and hence it has been named Paroria (Border Region). In 971, Strandzha became a Byzantine province for two centuries at the beginning of Bulgaria's conquest for two centuries. In the X century the Strandzha and Sakar regions were conquered by Emperor John Zimishi and remained under the scepter of the Constantinople rulers . During the Second Bulgarian Kingdom the constant Bulgarian-Byzantine wars "transferred" it to Byzantine, and later to Bulgarian hands.

The border moves to the north or south of the mountain, but most often passes along its central ridge. In 1308 through the Strandzha passages the Catalans, Spanish mercenaries of the Byzantine Empire, after a revolt, devastated Byzantine eastern Thrace and along with Turkish allies invaded southern Bulgaria. Until their defeat by the Bulgarian troops they perform unheard of atrocities, the memory of which is preserved in folk traditions until today, 700 years after the events. In the first half of the 14th century and during the time of Ivan Alexander in the border region "between Bulgarians and Greeks", the Parorian monastery of Grigoriy Sinait emerged and developed. With this creator of the deeply mystical monastic movement of isihasma, the remarkable Bulgarian scholar St. Teodosii Tarnovski studied.

Many of the fortresses built during the Late Antiquity in the Middle Ages were restored and inhabited again.

The most significant sites of Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages in Strandzha and Sakar
І. Coastal Strandja
1. The Poros fortress, Foros peninsula, qu. Kraimorie, town Bourgas

2. Early Byzantine fortress Akra, near the town of Chernomorets

3. Late antiquity city of Hrisosotira - town of Chernomorets

4. The fortress Urdoviza - town of Primorsko

5. Fortress in Ahtopol
ІІ. The interior of Strandja

1. The fortress "Gradishteto" near the village of Bulgari, Tsarevo municipality

2. Fortress "Golyamo Kale" near the village of Mladezhko, Municipality of Tarnovo

3. Late Antiquity and Medieval Fortress "Gorno Gradishte" in the locality “Kaleto”near the town of Sredets
ІІІ. Western Strandja
1. An early Christian and medieval monastery complex near the village of Voden, municipality of Bolarovo
2. Late Antiquity and Medieval Fortress near the village of Melnitsa, Municipality of Elhovo
ІV. Sakar
1. Fortress and sanctuary “Paleokastro” near Topolovgrad
2. Fortress in the locality "Kaleto" on the territory of the village of Bulgarska Polyana, Municipality Topolovgrad
Appendix 1. Signatures to images in the order of their occurrence in the report
Pic. 1. Dolmen in the locality Lozata near the village of Belevren (BG 45 В)

Pic. 2. Dolmen №1 in the locality “Peshterite” (The Caves) near the village of Golyam Dervent, Municipality Elhovo (BG 46 Y)

Pic. 3. Dolmen in the locality “Kapakliyka” near the village of Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 47 H)

Pic. 4. Dolmen in the locality “Cliftinova niva” near the village of Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 48 H)

Pic. 5. Dolmen in locality „Gaydarova Peshtera” (Kupanov Dolap) near village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 49 H)
Pic. 6. Dolmen in locality “Slavova kuria” near the village of Bulgarska poliana, Municipality Topolovgrad
            (BG 51 H)

Pic. 7. Dolmen № 2 in the locality “Mangara” near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad
 
 (BG 52 H)

Pic. 8. Dolmen in locality “Evdzhika” near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 53 H)

Pic. 9. Dolmen in locality “Lakite” near the village of Evrenezovo, municipality of Malko Tarnovo
 
 (BG 56 В)

Pic. 10. Dolmen № 1 and Dolmen № 2 in the locality “Lagut” near the village of Zabernovo, Municipality of Malko Tarnovo  (BG 57 В)

Pic. 11. Dolmen in the locality “Golemiat rat” near the village of Hlyabovo, Municipality Topolovgrad

 (BG 61 H)

Pic. 12. Dolmen in thelocality “Zhelyov Dol” near village Sakartsi, Municipality Topolovgrad
 
 (BG 62 H)

Pic. 13. Dolmen in the locality “Koruba” near the village of Kirovo (Madlesh), Municipality Sredets (BG 67 В)

Pic. 14. Mound with stone facility in the locality GolemiaKayryak, near village of Bulgarska Polyana, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 59 H)

Pic. 15. Mound with a shaft grave locality “Kayryaka” near the village of Bulgarska Polyana, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 60 H)

Pic. 16. Two dolmens in the locality “Lozata” near the village of Granichar (BG 68 B)

Pic. 17. Fortress Vulchanovo (Chengersko) kale near Primorsko (BG 07 В)

Pic. 18. Fortress Madzhurisko Kale near the village of Brodilovo (BG 14 В)

Pic. 19. Tower in the locality Kastrich near the village of Rezovo (BG 21 В)

Pic. 20. Fortified royal home in the locality Tatar masha near village Knyazhevo, Municipality
 
 Topolovgrad (BG 50 H)

Pic. 21. Tomb near the village of Ruzhitsa, Bolyarovo municipality (BG 58 Y)

Pic. 22. Sanctuary in locality “Kusterelaka” near village Srem, Municipality Topolovgrad (BG 63 H)
Pic. 23. Thracian rock sanctuary in the locality Mochukovite Kamani near the village of Melnitsa, Municipality Elhovo (BG 66 Y)

Pic. 24. Fortified Roman villa in the Thracian cult complex in Mishkova niva, near Malko Tarnovo (BG 25 В)

Pic. 25. Tomb No. 1 in the locality “Propada” near Malko Tarnovo (BG 27 В)

Pic. 26. Tomb No. 2 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo (BG 28 В)

Pic. 27. Tomb No. 3 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo (BG 29 В)

Pic. 28. Tomb No. 4 in locality Propada near Malko Tarnovo (BG 30 В)

Pic. 29. Roman villa in the locality “Manastircheto” near the village of Stroyno, Municipality Elhovo  (BG 64 Y)

Pic. 30. Late Antiquity and Medieval Fortress "Gornoto Gradishte" in the locality Kaleto near the town of Sredets (BG 44 В)

Pic. 31. Fortress in the locality “Kaleto” on the territory of the village of Bulgarska Polyana, Municipality Topolovgrad  (BG 54 H)

Pic. 32. Fortress and sanctuary “Paleokastro” near Topolovgrad (BG 55 H)
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